
�1

VOL. 63 OCTOBER 2021

Tuscola Christian 
Publication of First Christian Church, Tuscola, Illinois



�2

Every year when winter hits, I lament the cold and ask 
myself why I don’t live in a warmer part of the country. 
Hawaii, for instance, where the average temperature 
year-round is somewhere between 78 and 85 
degrees. I could definitely get used to that. 

Don’t get me wrong, there are plenty of downsides to 
warmer weather. For example, in the summer having 
to get up early to scrape all the sunshine off of my 
car. Or the fear of driving on the roads because the 
sun has been shining on them all day. It really can be 
treacherous.  

Despite all of my whining, however (which I will 
undoubtedly continue to do), the truth of the matter 
is that I wouldn’t know what to do living in a place 
without seasons. I’ve lived my whole life in the 
Midwest (with the possible exception of three years in 
Kentucky, depending on how you classify “Midwest”). 
Like it or not, I’m wired around the existence of 
seasons. In the summer, you wear shorts and have 
less structure. In the fall, you wear sweatshirts and 
start sports again. In the winter, you have what can be 
a fun holiday season followed by three months of 
Narnia (always winter, never Christmas). In spring we 
come out of our houses again, and in our world, 
spring means track (Woo hoo!). There are too many 
things that we do throughout the year that are season 
based. I wouldn’t know what to do with one season 
year round. 

Changing of seasons is a part of life just as much as 
part of the year. Ecclesiastes 3 says that “for 
everything there is a season, and for every matter 
under heaven: a time to be born and a time to die; a 
time to plant and a time to pluck up what is planted; a 

time to kill and a time to heal; a time to break down 
and a time to build up; a time to weep and a time to 
laugh; a time to mourn and a time to dance; a time to 
cast away stones and a time to gather stones 
together; a time to embrace and a time to refrain 
from embracing (yep); a time to seek and a time to 
lose; a time to keep and a time to cast away; a time to 
tear and a time to sew; a time to keep silent and a 
time to speak; a time to love and a time to hate; a 
time for war and a time for peace.” 

Changing of seasons is inevitable. The good thing is 
that our God is the everlasting God (Isaiah 40) who is 
a source of never-ending consistency. No matter what 
season of life we are in: winter or summer, gladness 
or sadness, anxiety or peace, God is the constant that 
we can always remain close to. In a world where 
nothing seems to stay the same, God remains Who 
and What He is. He is not surprised or caught off 
guard when things change. He does not need to fear 
the outcome anything and neither do we because 
our ultimate battle has always been won. 

That doesn’t mean there aren’t going to be struggles. 
God being with you through the winter doesn’t mean 
your windshield won’t ice over. It just means the God 
who sustained your soul when it was warm will still 
sustain your soul today. 

Brian
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Date  Passage   Subject      Preacher 
10/10  Matthew 5:1-12  Blessed      Brian 
10/17  Harvest Celebration Morning and Evening Celebration   Les 
10/24  Matthew 5:13-26  Salt and Light, Lae, Murder and Anger  Scott 
10/31  Matthew 5:27-48  Adultery and Divorce, Oaths, Revenge Love Les 
11/7  Matthew 6:1-4  Giving to the Poor     Les 
11/14  Matthew 6:5-15  Prayer, Forgiveness    Doug 
11/21  Matthew 6:16-34  Treasures, Worry, Money   Brian 
11/28  Matthew 7:1-14  Judgement, Salvation    Les 
12/5  Matthew 7:15-24  Wise and Foolish Builders   Les 

Sunday Morning Greeters are needed. We need 
people who would like to greet people with a 

bulletin as they come in the door on Sunday’s. If 
you would like to do this, please let Shelley know 

and also if you prefer 1st or 2nd service.

October is Minister Appreciation Month, If you 
get the chance, please say  THANK YOU to our 

ministers (Les & Brian) and also our church 
leadership (Chris, Kevin, Craig and Doug) for 
all the ways they lead and guide the church!
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HERE’S WHAT IS HAPPENING IN OCTOBER  

CAPTURE THE FLAG @ LGCA 
October 10-11 

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT LUNCH 
October 20 

RETREAT @ WALNUT POINT 
October 21-23 

EVENTS COMING SOON 

ICYC 2021 FOR HS 
November 19-21, Anderson University, IN  

If you have questions, contact Les Evans, 
les@fcctuscola.com 

Youth Group is on Sunday’s, 
Jr. High (5th-8th) will meet 

from 5-6pm and High School 
will meet from 6:30-8pm. 

Between 6-6:30pm both groups will overlap for 
snacks and fellowship.  

Fall Study Series will be: “What did Jesus say?” 

FCC Student Lunches will be 
on Wednesday Oct 20th. This 
is for anyone in High School. 
We meet at the grass behind 

the South Circle parking lot at the High School (look 
for the tent). Les & Scott will be serving hot dogs, 

chips and water.  
Bring your friends and join us!  

** If there is rain, we will not be meeting** 

Jr High and High School 
students~ Capture the Flag 
Event is coming up. We are 

going to Little Galilee 
October 10th-11th. Cost is 

$10.00 per person. There is still time to sign up, 
just let Les know. We will leave the church at 

4:30pm on the 10th and return around 10:30am 
on the 11th. 

Fall camping trip to Walnut 
Point-Jr. High and High 
School are off on Oct. 21st 
and 22nd so we thought it 
would be a great opportunity 

to have a camp~out that will go from Thursday 
night 6 pm to Saturday morning around 9 am. 
Hiking, camping, fishing, etc.  We need an idea 
of how many plan on attending. Please sign up 
at youth group or let the office know.

mailto:lori@fcctuscola.com
mailto:lori@fcctuscola.com
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September 9/5 9/12 9/19 9/26

General Fund 
(Missions is 10%)

$10,870.77 $5,475.00 $4,043.00 $2,720.00

Benevolence 520.00 155.00 75.00 25.00

Debt Reduction 5,445.00 1,240.00 13,490.00 500.00

Other giving & 
Reimbursements

136.17 10.60 14.00 61.00

MissionTrip 0 0 0 0

TOTAL $16,971.94 $6,880.60 $17,672.00 $3,306.00

Serving-Month of  October 

Communion Meditation (1st & 2nd Service)   
3 Scott Clarkson Scott Clarkson 
10 Bruce Thompson Bruce Thompson 
17 Tony Crouch  Lori Reed 
24 Mary Knight  Mary Knight 
31 Chris Brown  Chris Brown 

Attendance  In Person  Online 
September    5 119  104 
September   12 120  102  
September   19 129  109  
September   26 123   79   

*Family of Mark Raymond, friend of Chris Brown 
*Jim Beeson, loss of his daughter in Texas 
*Gus Swarms and family, friend of Ginger Campbell 
*Bill Revell 
*Dave Morgan 
*Teresa, Lois Douglas’ daughter 
*Blythe Phelps, Craig Miller’s grandson 
*Dylan Taylor 
*Chris Brown 
*Bryant, Jr., friend of Amanda Foltz  
*Paul & Shirley Rippey 
*Martha Livingston 
*Hannah Hixon, Craig Miller’s step-daughter 
*Lisa Sigrist, friend and co-worker of Rob Boyd 
*Sandra & Kari, friend of Romine’s in Chile 
*Rachel Romine (Gallardo) 

If  you have an update or a request to add, please 
contact the church office.  office@fcctuscola.com or 

253-2394 

Abel Sairattanyu family (Thailand) 
Jack Swanson family (Chile) 
Little Galilee Christian Camp 
Christian Campus House EIU 

Illini Christian Ministries 
Stadia Church Planting 

Roseland Good News Daycare (Ms. Pearl) 
Operation Christmas Child 

mailto:office@fcctuscola.com
mailto:office@fcctuscola.com
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100 E. Church Street 
Tuscola IL 69153 

Phone: 217-253-2394 

Sunday Worship Service 
8:00 am and 10:30 am 
Sunday School Classes 
9:15 am adults 

Office Hours: 8am - 4pm Mon-Thurs 
          8am - 12:00pm Fri 

Ministers: Les Evans, Brian Patterson 

October 2021

3,10,17,24,31-Worship Services @                       
8:00am & 10:30 am 
6,13,20,27-Prayer Circle, 5:00 pm 

3 - Youth Group, 5:00pm 
6 - Elders Meeting, 6:30pm 
9 - Building in Use 
10-11 Capture the Flag, LGCC  
17 - Harvest Celebration Service 
20- HS Student Lunch, 12:00pm 
       Elders Meeting, 6:30pm 
21-23—Walnut Point Church Retreat 
24 - Youth Group, 5:00pm 
31 - Youth Group, 5:00pm 

CHURCH          
CALENDAR

We will be hosting another Great Give on 
November 13th. Start cleaning out those 

drawers, closets, garages and sheds. More 
details coming soon for drop off times.


