
Dear Friends,
"I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of 

David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will 
find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger."

Luke 2:10-12

The time of Jesus's birth was a dark and dismal period in Israel's history. The Promised Land 
was occupied by the Romans. The voice of the Lord had not been heard for 400 years. The 
Jewish faith was reduced to mere formalism by the scribes and Pharisees; a lot of the clergy 
looked and sounded religious but in reality were nothing but white-washed tombs.

The people of Israel were divided into different camps: Zealots who tried to overthrow 
foreign oppression, Herodians who favored the policies of Herod Antipas and thus 
supported the Roman government, the Pharisees, and the Sadducees. Within this setting, 
Israel needed to hear a message of joy. She needed to hear a message of hope, light and 
anticipation.

We know this was not the only dark and dismal period of Israel's history. For generations she 
had wandered in the wilderness of despair, bondage, persecution, and exile. In the midst 
of all these dark moments the people clung to the promise of the Messiah because the 
Messiah's coming meant joy would be restored. The Messiah's coming is the "good news of 
great joy." 

The dark times that Israel was caught up in at the time of Christ’s birth are different than 
what we are experiencing now…however the feelings that these uncertain times bring, are 
somewhat the same. It seems that all we have written about in our last letters is covid. This 
virus has brought destabilization in so many aspects of our society. This brings questions and 
anxiety – please pray that we and our fellow Belgian Christians would not get caught up in 
the turmoil but see this as an opportunity to bring the gospel of Jesus Christ. His good news is 
not dependent on political, financial, or any other man-made stability but on ‘the manifold 
wisdom of God, which is now being made known through the church’ (Ephesians 3:10)

We want to send along our warmest greetings in this season of Christmas. We want to 
remember what it’s all about - the prophecy in Isaiah 9 ‘the people who walk in darkness 
will see a great light…..for a child will be born to us, a Son will be given to us; and the 
government will rest upon His shoulders, and His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.’ (our sovereign God is still and always in 
control. Daniel 4:17)

In our next letter we will bring you up to date with several aspects of the ministry here in 
Belgium. Thank you for your faithfulness in prayer and fellowship.

How and with whom we will be able to celebrate this year will depend somewhat on the 
restrictions, but we will celebrate His birth, and our prayer is that you too will be able to 
share in the celebrations with others. 

Holding fast that which never changes, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,

In Him,

Peter and Joanna Gifford 


