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Lighting of the Candle  
The first and second candles are lit. 
Officiant: We light this candle for the Christmas story that shines hope on our 

lives. 
Officiant: Together let us pray: 
All: Come O Holy One, as the water of life and refiner’s fire! Strengthen 

us with courage for your work of justice that in all the creation and 
among every people your peace may be established and your joy 
abound, through Jesus our Deliverer.  Amen. 

 
Opening Music CP 91 People Look East 
 
Acknowledgment of the Land 
 
Greeting:  
Officiant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.  
All:  And also with you.  

 
Collect of Purity 
Officiant: Almighty God,  
All:  to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
Collect of the Day:  
Officiant: Merciful God, 
All: who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and 

prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their 
warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the 
coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
A Reading from the Book of Malachi  
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant 
in whom you delight-- indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can 
endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 
For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like 



gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the 
offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old 
and as in former years. 
Reader: Hear what the spirit is saying to God’s people 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Canticle 16 - The Song of Zechariah – alternately by the full verse 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * he has come to his people and set 

them free.  
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * born of the house of his 

servant David.  
Through his holy prophets he promised of old, that he would save us from our 

enemies, * from the hands of all who hate us.  
He promised to show mercy to our fathers * and to remember his holy 

covenant.  
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * to set us free from the 

hands of our enemies,  
Free to worship him without fear, * holy and righteous in his sight all the 

days of our life.  
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * for you will go 

before the Lord to prepare his way,  
To give his people knowledge of salvation * by the forgiveness of their 

sins.  
In the tender compassion of our God * the dawn from on high shall break 

upon us,  
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, * and 

to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
A Reading from the Book of Philippians 
I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every 
one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the 
first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work 
among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me 
to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you 
share in God's grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and 
confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with 
the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may 



overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine 
what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having 
produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the 
glory and praise of God. 
Reader: Hear what the spirit is saying to God’s people 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Zimbabwe Alleluia:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel: 
Deacon: The Good News of Jesus according to Luke 
All: Glory be to you Jesus Christ 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of 
the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the 
high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 
Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in 
the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, "The voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley 
shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked 
shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see 
the salvation of God.'" 
Deacon: The Good News of Jesus Christ. 
All:    Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Homily

Music for Reflection  
 
 



Affirmation of Faith: A Celtic Creed * 
Deacon:  Let us affirm our faith as we say, 
All:  We believe in God above us, maker and sustainer of all life, of sun 

and moon, of water and earth, of male and female. We believe in 
God beside us, Jesus Christ, the word made flesh, born of a 
woman, servant of the poor, tortured and nailed to a tree. A man of 
sorrows, he died forsaken. He descended into the earth to the 
place of death. On the third day he rose from the tomb. He 
ascended into heaven, to be everywhere present, and His kingdom 
will come on earth. We believe in God within us, the Holy Spirit of 
Pentecostal fire, life-giving breath of the Church, Spirit of healing 
and forgiveness, source of resurrection and of eternal life. Amen.  

 
Prayers of the People  
 
Confession and Absolution 
Deacon:  Dear friends in Christ, let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 

forgiveness.  
Silence is kept 
Deacon:  Most Merciful God, 
All: Jesus, forgive my sins. Forgive the sins I can remember, and also 

the sins I have forgotten. Forgive the wrong actions I have 
committed, and the right actions I have omitted. Forgive the times I 
have been weak in the face of temptation, and those when I have 
been stubborn in the face of correction. Forgive the times I have 
been proud of my own achievements, and those when I have failed 
to boast of your works. Forgive the harsh judgements I have made 
of others, and the leniency I have shown to myself. Forgive the lies 
I have told to others, and the truths I have avoided. Forgive me the 
pain I have caused others, and the indulgence I have shown to 
myself. Jesus have pity on me, and make me whole. Amen. 

Officiant: May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to himself, and 
cleanse you from all your sins, that you may behold the glory of his Son, 
the word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
The Peace 
Officiant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All:  And also with you. 
 
Offertory Music   CP 106 There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying   



Prayer over the Gifts 
Officiant: God our strength, 
All: we are nothing without you.  Receive all we offer you this day as 

you sustain us with your mercy; in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 

 
Eucharistic Prayer for Advent 
Celebrant: May God be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Holy One. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to our loving God. 
All: It is right to offer thanks and praise 
Celebrant: It is right to give you thanks and praise, Great God of the Coming Dawn, 

for in each new day you surprise the earth with splendour. Be with us in 
this Advent season, As we wait and watch for your coming amongst us 

 Together we raise our voices with all the saints to proclaim: 
All: Holy, holy, holy one, God of love and light, 

Holy, holy, holy one, God of love and light, 
heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is the 
one who comes in the name of our God! Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 

Celebrant: Blessed are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, whose 
coming was announced by wilderness prophets and who arrived to the 
song of angels in the choir stall of a manger. 

 In Jesus you not only took our name but our flesh.  He was the One 
promised. He announced the new day and the acceptable year when 
the blind would see the poor rejoice, when captives would be set free 
and the oppressed would once more walk in liberty. 

 In stories He spoke of waiting bridesmaids and prodigal sons, with tears 
and compassion he brought a dead man to life and gave a woman at a 
well the living water she sought with anger he overturned tables and 
challenged the powerful.  On the cross he revealed the power of 
weakness and in the emptiness of the tomb he gave us a glimpse of 
your tomorrow that does not end in death. On the night when he was 
betrayed he sat at a table with his friends. He took bread, blessed it, 
broke it, served it to them, and said, “Take this. Eat it. It is my body, 
given for you. Do this to remember me.”  

 In the same way he took the cup, blessed it, served it to them, and said, 



“Drink from this every one of you. This is my blood poured out for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sin. Do this to remember me.” 

 And so we remember. And so we offer our praise and thanks and our 
very selves as a holy and living sacrifice in union with Christ’s offering 
for us.  As we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
So we await your new day. So we call on you to send your holy Spirit on 
us and on these elements of bread and wine.  Let them be for us once 
more Christ’s body and let us be for you once more Christ’s body make 
us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the 
world. God of the Dawn, Christ of the new Day Coming, Spirit who is 
Ever Present, we wait for you this day, your day. Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer:  
Celebrant: As our Saviour taught us let us pray,  
All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for 
ever. Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread for Advent 
Celebrant: God of promise, you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom. 
All:  Happy are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb. 
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
All: Thanks be to God 
 
Agnus Dei  
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us (repeat) 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 
Music during Communion  CP  507   Blest Be The Tie That Binds 
 
Prayer after Communion: 
Officiant:  Let us pray,  
All:  O God, who brings us joy with the yearly remembrance of the birth 

of your only son, Jesus Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive 
Him as our redeemer, so we may with sure confidence see Him, 



when He will come to be our judge; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 

 
Doxology 
All:  Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more 

than we can ask or imagine.  Glory to God from generation to 
generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  
Amen.  

 
Blessing 
Officiant: May He who by his incarnation gathered into one, things earthly and 

heavenly, grant you the fullness of inward peace and goodwill; and the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be 
upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 
Announcements 
 
Recessional Hymn:  Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory  
Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord; 
He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored; 
He hath loosed the fateful lightning of His terrible swift sword; 
His truth is marching on. 
Chorus: Glory! glory, hallelujah! Glory! glory, hallelujah! 

Glory! glory, hallelujah! Our God is marching on.     
He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never sound retreat; 
He is sifting out the hearts of men before His judgment seat; 
O be swift, my soul, to answer Him; be jubilant, my feet! 
Our God is marching on.      Chorus… 
He is coming like the glory of the morning on the wave; 
He is wisdom to the mighty, He is honor to the brave; 
So the world shall be His footstool, and the soul of wrong His slave. 
Our God is marching on.      Chorus… 
 
Dismissal 
Deacon: Alleluia – Let us bless the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God.  Alleluia. 


