
Advent 2021 

Dear Grace Friends of Faith;   

I bring you Advent Blessings! I have been blessed to be at Grace as Youth, Young Families and 

Community Outreach Minister. It has been wonderful to meet with you during different activities that Grace is 

involved in; and because of situations beyond our control, I haven’t had the pleasure of meeting many of you 

face to face.  I hope as time goes on, I will get a chance to meet and work with those I haven’t had the honour 

yet to do so. It is an honour to serve Grace United Church in my role, to learn as part of my Supervised Ministry 

Education requires, but to also be a part of all the wonderful ministries at Grace United. 

 As we enter Advent, there are so many questions, concerns and worries affecting our personal lives and 

that of the Grace United Faith community. The pandemic continues and comes with uncertainties that are a 

constant in our lives, and yet we have embraced a new normal that continues with life, and this says wonders for 

the Human Spirit to endure.  

You also look to the future of Grace United with maybe some concerns, some anxiety, but also 

perseverance, optimism, discernment, with Hope and faith. Hope is displayed in all you do as a community and 

as a faith family. Hope is prevalent in all the ministries you commit yourself to on a weekly basis, and you 

continue to endure. 

We endure because of our faith, Advent is the season of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love, these elements of 

our faith keep renewing our Spirits daily. As we start this new year in the church -yes, Advent is a New Year 

celebration – we prepare to welcome Jesus into our hearts, as that compassion that he displayed in his ministry 

is born again to us in this season of perpetual Hope. This new year of the church is another opportunity to be 

Jesus to all we meet in our daily faith journey, to spread Joy, to be people for Peace and do all these things in 

Love as God shows us. 

As followers of Christ, we hear Jesus’ words to ‘love thy neighbour’ to ‘do onto others’ and we live into 

those words in the actions we do for our community. YOU do this in the activities you accomplish as disciples 

in this community. As you engage the wider community, you model yourselves as Christ, clothing yourselves in 

compassion to serve in Agape, a wonderful Love, that speaks through the ministries you endorse: Project 

H.O.P.E – Helping Other People Every day, One Roof Diner, Friends of Honduras, Youth Emergency Shelter, 

to name a few of these wonderful offerings. 

You have heard the words of Christ and you answered his call. ‘For I was hungry and you gave me 

something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I 

needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit 

me. Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’  

Matthew 25: 35-36,40 

 As you prepare for Christmas, continue to be an Advent people that shares God’s Love in everything 

you do.  We welcome all in our presence, just as Jesus did in his day, being a friend and helper to all in need.  

I leave you with a prayer: 

Agape God, you prepare us to welcome Jesus born again into our hearts, send your Spirit upon us 

to discern your call to us, to be an Advent people, who prepares to be a Christmas people being 

Christ in our daily journey of faith and life.  We who seem to have so much to do this time of year, 

help us to seek the quiet places to hear your voice, and listen to your call to be the hands and feet of 

Christ in the world, welcoming all whose paths we cross, to have a place in your Love.  It is in being 

Love and serving Christ, we share Your message of compassion, knowing everything we do, we do 

knowing we serve you Agape God. Amen! 

Prayers and Blessings for wonderful Advent and Christmastide Seasons! 

 

Kevin Fitzpatrick 

Youth, Young Families and Community Outreach Minister 


