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EPWORTH TOWER
DECEMBER 2021

4855 W. Central Ave.  |  419.531.4236  |  epworth.com

Christmas Eve
worship

2pm Classic Candlelight*2pm Classic Candlelight*

5pm Children & Family Candlelight*5pm Children & Family Candlelight*

7pm Modern Candlelight w/ Communion*7pm Modern Candlelight w/ Communion*

9pm Classic Candlelight9pm Classic Candlelight

11pm Classic Candlelight w/ Communion11pm Classic Candlelight w/ Communion

*pics w/ Santa after worship



2

January Tower Deadline:
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17

E-mail articles & pictures to 
communications@epworth.com

December 2021
2-5     INFO & ANNOUNCEMENTS
 +   Newest Member
 +   Thanks!
	 +			Farewell	Letter	from	Marla	Kelsey
	 +			Love	Offering	for	Marla	Kelsey
	 +			Sympathies	&	Congratulations
	 +			Letter	from	Dr.	Swisher
	 +			Christmas	Eve	Worship	Opportunities
	 +			Rev.	Adam	Hamilton	on	WLMB
	 +			Music	before	Saturday	Worship
	 +			Christmas	Episode	Pastors	Point
	 +			Chrismas	Special	on	WTOL
	 +			Please	Welcome,	Anneliese
	 +			Inclement	Weather	Policy

4-6 GROW & CARE
	 +			Kids	in	December
	 +			SWAT	Update
	 +			Kid-to-Kid	Missions

7  GROW & CARE
	 +			Holiday	Office	Hours
	 +			Adult	Singles
	 +			Jazzercise	Lo
	 +			Care	Bare	Scholarship
	 +			Stephen	Ministry

8  ADVENT GIVING
 +   We Three Trees
	 +			Salvation	Army	Bell	Ringers
	 +			St.	Paul's:	Donate	a	Christmas	Ham
	 +			Hat,	Mitten,	Scarf,	Glove	Collection

9  SAVE-THE-DATES & SERVE
	 +			Help	us	Launch	the	New	Year
	 +			Honorarium	for	John	Easterlin
	 +			Amazon	Smile
	 +			Upcoming	Bible	Study
	 +			Walk	to	Emmaus
	 +			Feed	Your	Neighbor

10-11  SERVE
	 +			Hawkins	STEMM	Academy
	 +			Epworth	Legacy	Endowment	Fund
	 +			Mission	Moments
	 +			Other	Serve	Opportunities
	 +			Communion	Stewards
	 +			Furniture	Ministry

Our Promise
Help for today, 

Hope for tomorrow, 
And a place to call Home.

Stay Connected
• Weekly E-Newsletter  -	Sign	up	for	the	weekly	

e-newsletters!		Go	to:	epworth.com/email
• Obituary Notifications 

Sign	up	to	receive	obituary	notifications!			 
Go	to:	epworth.com/email

• Social Media

/EpworthToledo

In Person Worship
Saturday:
• 4:30pm 30-minute Worship Service: Hear	an	inspiring	

message	of	faith	and	hope	at	this	30	minute	service	in	
the	Sanctuary.

Sunday:
• 8:30am Worship w/ Weekly Holy Communion: This	

classic	service	includes	Holy	Communion	served	every	
week.		

• 9:45am Classic: Steeped	in	the	warm-hearted	 
Methodist	tradition	featuring	choral	and	organ	music.	

• 11:00am Modern: Fast-paced	and	featuring	our	praise	
band.		

Livestream Worship
Website & Facebook:
Watch	our	worship	online	at	epworth.com/live	or	on	our	
facebook	page	at	facebook.com/epworthtoledo:
• Sunday at 8:30am & 11am: LIVE! 
• Sunday at 9:45am:	Rebroadcast	of	8:30am	worship	

service
Television Broadcasts:
• Sunday at 8:30pm - WLMB	-Toledo’s	religious	inde-

pendent	TV	station	-	televised	broadcast	of	last	week's	
worship.	[Dish	channel	40,	Local	channel	6.]

Archive Worship
If you missed the message live, all of our worship 
services are available at any time and on the go!
• Podcasts:	We	stream	our	worship	services	on	apple,	

spotify,	and	google	podcasts.	Visit	us	online	at 
epworth.com/podcast	for	links.

• Website: Access	any	of	our	previously	streamed	 
sermons	24/7	at	epworth.com/sermons.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
PLEASE WELCOME OUR NEWEST MEMBER!

JANICE 
EMMITT 

THANKS!
Dear Epworth friends,
Thank you so much for the shower of birthday cards received during 
October and up until my birthday, November 4. It was truly a wonder-
ful surprise and appreciated so much. I was completely bowled over 
with the love received from my Epworth family.  
-Joanne Kennedy 

To the Epworth Family:
Thank you so very much for being the loving Christ-entered church 
that thinks about and loves each and every person just as God loves 
each of His children. Your thoughts and prayers, cards, phone calls, 
texts, visits, and presence brought a great deal of comfort to troubling 
times during Marilynn's illness, her passing, and continue to this very 
day. Thank you. 
Shalom, Paul Schroeder and Family 

Epworth’s United Methodist Women and Bazaar leadership are 
delighted to announce that the 2021 Arts & Crafts Bazaar was the 
best in our history!  The Bazaar raised $20,288.   Thank you to our 
organizers, vendors, Priscilla Circle, silent auction team, pantry, coffee 
bar, vendor lunch team, donors, the 72 volunteers, and of course, the 
1000+ shoppers. As always, 100% of the proceeds and donations are 
shared with local non-profit organizations serving primarily women 
and children.

The following eighteen organizations received funds:
Mildred Bayer Clinic, St. Paul’s Community Center, Leading Families 
Home (Beach House), Church Women United Thrift Shop, Monroe 
Street Neighborhood Center, Sylvania Area Family Services, Feed Your 
Neighbor, YWCA Domestic Violence Shelter, Family House, Team Re-
covery, Freedom School (Monroe St. UMC), Good Grief, Nightingale’s 
Harvest St. Paul’s UMC Marketplace for All People, YWCA Shelter 
Capital Campaign, Open Door Ministries of Toledo, Tiny Homes Tool 
Lending Library, Lott Industries.

Epworth surrounded Joe Habib, Ex-
ecutive Director of St. Paul’s Commu-
nity Center, with turkeys and love for 
Thanksgiving!! Thank you Dick Lehto 
and Jeff Miller for making the weekly 
delivery and thank you Epworth 
members for filling our freezer with 
turkeys for St. Paul’s CC

FAREWELL LETTER FROM 
MARLA KELSEY
I have had the opportunity to work with several 
great Senior Pastors, Program and Lay staff in my 
12 years here at Epworth. I have particularly en-
joyed working with Steve as well as our team the 
last 2 years as we have navigated COVID together 
and sought to reach out to our Community in new 
and innovative ways. It is with sincere regret that 
I tell you that I have accepted another job oppor-
tunity at the University of Toledo. My last day here 
will be Nov. 23.  I remain committed to working 
alongside all of you until that date to make the 
transition as seamless as possible.  Hannah Dargan 
has accepted the position of Executive Assistant 
to the Senior Pastor and will be in the process of 
transitioning jobs over the next couple of weeks. 
Again, it has been a pleasure to serve along each 
of you and Dr. Swisher. I look forward to keeping 
in touch in the months and years to come.  Please 
don’t hesitate to reach out with any questions or 
concerns with the transition.  -Marla

LOVE OFFERING
After 12 years of service to Epworth, we would 
like to thank Marla for her dedication with a love 
offering. If you would like to show your grati-
tude, please send a check to our business office 
c/o Ashly Gramling, drop off your check during 
normal office hours, or place it in the offering plate 
on Sundays. Please make your check payable to 
Epworth UMC with “Marla’s Love Offering” on the 
memo line.  

Sympathies	...........		recent	deaths
• THE KUNKEL/ROTH FAMILY	on	the 

passing	of	Evelyn	Roth,	Clyde	Kunkel's	
mother-in-law.

• THE RIETHMILLER FAMILY	on	the 
passing	of	Carol	Riethmiller.

• THE SMITH FAMILY	on	the	passing	of	
Lois	Smith.

Congrats	.................	recent	births
• THE KOHN FAMILY	on	the	birth	of	

Aubrey	Ann	Kohn,	daughter	of	Heather	
and	Ken	Kohn.	The	proud	grandparents	
are	Sara	and	Brian	Ramsey.
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LETTER FROM DR. SWISHER
Dear friends,

Welcome to the month of Christmas! What a beautiful time this is to look at life through the lens of 
hope, joy, love, and new beginnings. As snow blankets our Midwestern landscape it gives us the reality 
of a fresh new canvas on which to write our lives. May this special time of year bring you and those 
you love the wonder of Christ’s presence.  

As many of you know I recently attended a gathering of the Senior Pastors of the Largest United Meth-
odist Churches in America. This event was hosted by the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection 
in Leawood, Kansas. The purpose of this two and a half day event was to ponder, pray, discuss, and 
strategize the future of the United Methodist Denomination.  We shared our challenges and highlight-
ed the positive ministry opportunities that have come in the midst of this season.  During this strategy 
session we learned that 88% of these leaders desired to remain within the United Methodist Church.  

We also learned 69% of these churches were down in worship attendance compared to pre-COVID numbers, 15% were about 
the same, and 17% were up.  In addition, 46% indicated offerings were down compared with pre-COVID, 25% said their offerings 
were the same, and 29% said offerings were up.

When we discussed what we value most in the United Methodist Church the top 5 responses were:
1. Emphasis on grace
2. Passionate faith in Jesus 
3. Theology shaped by Scripture interpreted with the aid of tradition, experience, and reason
4. A wide welcome for people of all races and backgrounds
5. A church for thinking people

We talked about what we value about our structure and what must change (such as apportionment formulas and a simplified 
Book of Discipline). We spoke about theology in the UMC and participants were clear in their desire to retain the current doctri-
nal standards.  Participants saw themselves as orthodox in that we hold to the Apostolic faith captured in the creeds such as the 
Apostles Creed and Nicene Creed.  The participants also identified themselves as evangelical—in that we long to share our faith 
with others and invite them to become followers of Jesus Christ.

When discussing the “hot topics” or somewhat controversial subjects of the church we found that 94% of the leaders present 
were compatibalists, believing we can remain in one United Methodist Denomination even if we have differing ways of interpret-
ing Scripture on same-sex marriage.  Everyone I spoke with were encouraged that such a large number of people stated that they 
could compatibly be in the same church when groups leaving the UMC indicate this to be impossible.  

We also spoke in depth about Scripture and discussed its importance in our lives and faith.  We noted that Scripture is our pri-
mary source for faith and practice.  We understood that Scripture is written by humans, inspired by the Spirit, and bears witness 
to the grace of God preeminently seen and heard in Jesus.  When we looked at sexual ethics, 92% believed that individual Unit-
ed Methodist Churches should make that decision and not be required to do so or not do so by some external force or group of 
people. Then we turned our attention to a vision for the UMC going forward.  We spoke about closing the gap between the World 
as God intended it and the World as it is.  We shared more than 100 pages of visions for how God might use the UMC to help our 
World look more like the Kingdom of God.

Finally we talked about what we could do to speak up for, and encourage others, to become members of the United Methodist 
church and to make a positive case for our 
churches, friends, and colleagues to remain 
part of the United Methodist Church to secure 
a vital future.  I’m happy to say that my friend 
Rev. Adam Hamilton, the Senior Pastor of the 
United Methodist Church of the Resurrection, 
will be our guest on Epworth UMC’s televi-
sion broadcast on December 12 at 8:30pm on 
WLMB TV 40, Local channel 6.  Where we will 
expound on the details I’ve shared above.

With warm wishes and God’s richest blessings,

Dr. Stephen Lowell Swisher,  Senior Pastor

Dr. Swisher opened 
the Ohio State
Senate in Prayer on
December 15, 2021 
at the request of 
Senator Teresa 
Fedor
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY
The Church building closes if there is a Level 3 Snow 
Emergency in Lucas county!

Activities, Classes & Volunteers: Canceled if Sylvania 
Schools close -- Will re-evaluate again at 3pm regarding eve-
ning activities. The staff person in charge of that activity will 
make the decision and will contact those persons involved.

Preschool (ECEC & CDO): Canceled if Ottawa Hills Schools 
close.* 1 hour delay: Preschool opens on time, 2 hour delay: 
Preschool morning classes canceled, afternoon classes will 
meet. *The preschool reserves the right to cancel classes re-
gardless of Ottawa Hills schedule.

PLEASE WELCOME, ANNELIESE EVANS!
We are very pleased to announce our 
newest team member, Anneliese Evans, our 
new Administrative Assistant. Anneliese 
graduated from Terra State College where 
she double majored in 3D animation and 
web design and then transferred to Univer-
sity of Toledo. She has worked in adminis-

tration for most of her adulthood. In her spare time she enjoys 
planning events and improving her skills. Anneliese stays 
connected to her community through volunteering in agencies 
whenever she can. Anneliese, her husband Joe, and their son 
Joziah live in Toledo. She is very excited to join the Epworth 
UMC team and serve God’s people through this ministry. Please 
extend Anneliese a warm, Epworth welcome! 

We look forward to celebrating the greatest gift ever given to us — the birth of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus — with you, your family, and friends! We are offering five worship services this year 
to help fit into your busy schedules and to better accommodate social distancing. Families may 
join us for FREE pictures with Santa after the 2, 5, and 7pm worship services. 

2pm – Classic Candlelight
5pm – Children’s Candlelight
7pm – Modern Candlelight w/ 
             Communion
9pm – Classic Candlelight
11pm- Classic Candlelight w/ 
             Communion

Celebrate Christmas Eve Online!
Planning to go out of town, or not ready to join us 
in person? You may still celebrate with us at our 
online campus, visit Epworth.com/live. We will be 
live streaming ALL of our Christmas Eve worship 
services. Or, watch any of our Christmas Eve 
worship services at facebook.com/epworthtoledo.

Christmas Eve Worship Services

A CHRISTMAS GIFT TO TOLEDO
On Sunday, December 19 at 11:30am on CBS 11 Epworth 
will broadcast a special Christmas service. Epworth’s gift 
to Toledo and the Midwest will feature a Scripture reading, 
music, and Dr. Swisher’s Christmas message. This gift was 
conceived and sponsored by the Wilkinson family. Be sure 
to tune in LIVE or set your DVRs to record this uplifting 
service.  

CHRISTMAS MUSIC BEFORE SATURDAY 
WORSHIP
Arrive early on Saturdays, December 11 and 18, and enjoy 
the sounds of Christmas. Our very own Anita Mirra will be 
playing our holiday favorites for the half hour prior to the 
Saturday worship services on those two Saturdays. Come 
at 4pm for the music and stay for a meaningful, 30 minute 
worship experience. See you then! 

CHRISTMAS EPISODE OF PASTOR'S POINT
Dr. Swisher and his daughter, Emily, taped the Christmas 
episode of Pastor’s Point to be aired Monday, December 20 
at 9pm and Sunday, December 26 at 12:30pm and again 
at 9pm on WLMB TV 40, Local Channel 6. Tune in to this 
broadcast or set your DVRs today.

REV. ADAM HAMILTON ON WLMB
On Sunday, December 12 at 8:30pm, Rev. 
Adam Hamilton (the Senior Pastor of the 
20,000 member Church of the Resurrec-
tion) joins Dr. Swisher as a special guest 
on our weekly tv program on WLMB. 
They will share their take on the future of 
the United Methodist Church. 
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GROW: KIDS, YOUTH, AND FAMILIES
WHAT KIDS ARE EXPLORING IN DECEMBER

Preschool & Toddler | Sunday AM services
This month, we continue our in-person gatherings during all Sunday morning worship 
services. Epworth’s Preschool and Toddler kids will explore the Biblical truth: God gave 
us Jesus! If you are unable to join us in person, we will post the First Look Early Childhood 
Worship on our facebook page, facebook.com/Epworthkids  and digital devotional materials 
at epworth.com/kidsathome.

This hands-on, action-packed large group/small group time will utilize an alphabet theme to 
help your early childhood children discover that our awesome God loves us SO MUCH he sent 
us His son! During their Bible story time, they will work on memorizing this Bible Memory 

Verse: “God has given a son to us.” (Isaiah 9:6) It is our prayer that your little ones will begin to connect the joy of the Christmas 
season with the joy we have in a relationship with Jesus – the best gift one could ever hope for! 

Elementary | 9:45am 
This month, Epworth’s Elementary kids will continue to meet at 9:45 in the children’s wing. 
If you are unable to join us in person, our Epworth Kids Elementary Worship will continue 
to be streamed live at 10am on our facebook page, facebook.com/Epworthkids and digital 
devotional materials at epworth.com/kidsathome. 

We will explore what the Bible has to say about this month’s life app Christmas—Celebrating 
Jesus, God’s greatest gift. During their large group worship and small group discussion time 
the kids will focus on this month’s memory verse: “God so loved the world that he gave his 

one and only Son. Anyone who believes in him will not die but will have eternal life. (John 3:16)” Our prayer is that this month, 
your children will learn that the real gift of Christmas is our relationship with Jesus! 

Hello Epworth Family! As we wrap fall up, I wanted to let you all know what the youth have 
been doing during the autumn months. In our Sunday morning class, Donuts and the Bible, 
have been reading through and studying the Gospel of John. Students have been diving into 
and learning about the life and ministry of Jesus during this time. 

Our youth group, SWAT (Students With A Task) have been meeting regularly and we have been 
having lots of fun with games and time for fellowship. We have worked through two series 
during youth group. The first one we worked through was the book of James and we learned 
what it means to love people well both with compassion and truth. The second one was all 
about hard questions and seeing God's goodness in the seeming chaos of a broken world. We 
also have been progressing through our confirmation class this year. 

Confirmands got to go to Bryan, Ohio and see how they worship there. We also got to partner 
with and serve at the Beach House Family Shelter. 

The four topics of the classes that we have worked through are:
• "Fellowship: Living in Christian Community"
• "Church Membership: What it means to be a part of the Church"
• "Why Methodism? Diving into the fullness and uniqueness of Methodist Tradition and 

Practice"
• "Introducing the Trinity: God the Father"

We're excited to get into the winter and celebrate Advent here at Epworth!

STUDENT MINISTRIES 
Students With A Task 

KID-TO-KID 
MISSIONS: 
LEARN TO SERVE
This December, Epworth’s 
kids are encouraged to 
bring in socks and under-
wear for those in need. 

Items donated will help to 
provide these much-need-
ed basic necessity items 
to many Toledo neighbors 
this winter season.

We need a variety of both 
adult and children’s sizes. 
Epworth’s Director of 
Community Outreach and 
Mission, Jennie Vancil, will 
be distributing donated 
items to area partners 
such as Leading Families 
Home, St. Paul's
community Center, and 
Sylvania Area Family 
Services. 

The deadline to bring in 
items is Dec. 19.

Sundays at 9:45am: Donuts & The Bible
Junior SWAT (6-8th grade): Meet in the Jr High Room
Senior SWAT (9-12th grade): Meet in the Deep End 

Sunday Night's: Deep End
6-7:30pm - Junior SWAT & 7:30-9pm - Senior SWAT
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GROW & CARE

STEPHEN MINISTRY
COLD WEATHER COLD FEELINGS

The winter weather can be symbolic of what may sometimes happen in life. A 
crisis hits, and we feel like we’re buried beneath a drift of snow. Relationships 
can become icy, or we can feel frozen by life circumstances. Little difficulties 
build up like slush, making us slip and slide, causing every decision to seem 
treacherous. Life seems dreary, and we begin to doubt that spring will ever 

come. We can wonder, “Is God even there?”

Stephen Ministers are trained to provide confidential Christian care, giving you the emotional and 
spiritual support you need to make it through a winter in your life. To learn more about how a Stephen 
Minister can help you or someone you know, contact one of the Stephen Leaders - Bobbi Sanders or a 

pastor, or contact us at stephenministry@epworth.com to learn how Stephen Ministers can help in 
troubling times. Our Stephen Ministers are ready to care for you.

CARE BEAR SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Looking for a way to make a difference in the lives of a family or give a meaningful gift? Consider 
donating to the “Care Bear Scholarship Fund” for Epworth Preschool. Preschool helps build the 
foundation for successful learning all through life. Children learn prereading skills and how to 
be a kind, caring friend.  During these difficult times, families sometimes need to make tough 
decisions and struggle to keep their child in school.  Your gift could help keep a child coming to 
Epworth Preschool. Checks can be made out to “Epworth Preschool” with a notation for “Care 
Bear Scholarships.”

Holiday Office Hours
Christmas
Thursday, December 23: office closes  
 at noon 
Friday, December 24 & 
Saturday, December 25: office closed
Monday, December 27: office & 
 building closed
New Years
Thursday, December 30: office closes  
 at noon
Friday, December 31: office closed
Saturday, January 1: office closed
Monday, January 3: office closed

Single, divorced, and widowed adults in the Toledo commu-
nity are invited to join. RSVP to Nancy Hauer at 
hauer.nancy@yahoo.com or call 419.885.4595. 

Sunday, December 12  -  Church & Breakfast
Church: 9:45am, Breakfast 11:30am at Scrambler Marie's, 
3344 Secor Rd. 
Sunday, December 19  -  Church & Breakfast
Church: 9:45am, Breakfast 11:30am at The Original Pancake 
House, Central Ave. at Westgate. 

[adult  Singles ]

JAZZERCISE LO
Are you ready for a dance-based, full-body, low impact 
workout set to current music?  It will make you feel ener-
gized and invigorated!
New Year's Special:  Buy 1 Month, get 1 Month FREE  
($45/ Offer expires Jan 10, 2022)
In the Epworth Gym on M W F at 9am with Christy Owed. 
Call Chrisy at 419.460.1734 for details (or stop in before 
or after class). Looking forward to helping you ENJOY your 
workouts!
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ADVENT GIVING 2021

"WE THREE TREES" ADVENT 2021
This Advent season, Epworth has several ways  for our parishioners to help our neigh-
bors in need. This project is inspired by the three magi who traveled to meet the baby 
Jesus with precious gifts to honor and worship him. Two of the trees will be located in 
the lobby and one will be located near the Central Ave. entrance door.  We are solicit-
ing monetary donations this year.  The trees will have “ornaments” hanging on them 
describing the projects we are supporting this Advent season. Take as many tags as you 
would like. Please make donations by Monday, December 27.

• Hawkins Elementary Stemm Academy  We hope to raise enough in donations to 
reward a boy and girl in each class at Hawkins STEMM Academy with a $25 reward 
for showing the most growth in their computerized literacy program.

• Feed Your Neighbor Consider a monetary donation to assist our local Feed Your 
Neighbor Food Pantry. They are in need of funds to purchase needed food items for 
clients since food donations have decreased as many churches are still closed.  Our 
partner pantry is located in Epiphany Lutheran Church on Reynolds Rd. and serves persons in our local neighborhoods.

• St. Paul’s Community Center  Our long time partner would like our assistance with making donations that will go toward 
necessary toiletries for their clients such as towels, razors, T-shirts, deodorant, etc. Donations of any kind are much appre-
ciated!

• Heifer International  Heifer International is a non-profit, humanitarian organization dedicated to ending world hun-
ger and saving the earth by providing livestock, trees, training, and other resources to help poor families in the USA and 
around the globe. You can purchase heifers, llamas, goats, tree seedlings, honey bees, pigs, chickens, and more! Check out 
the tree “ornaments" for specific amounts to “purchase” these animals.

These donations can be dropped in the offering plate or brought to the church office during the week. Please be sure and write 
“Advent” and the agency you would like your donation to go towards in the memo section. OR donations can be made at the 
Epworth website, make sure you write in “Advent" and/or the agency you want your funds designated for. 

OTHER ADVENT OPPORTUNITIES:

• SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGERS We are happy that our Epworth volunteers are once 
again able to ring the Salvation Army Red Kettle bell this Christmas season. We will be ringing at 
Kroger on 7545 Sylvania Ave in Sylvania. (off King Rd.) on:

• Thursday, Dec. 9 from 11am-7pm in one-hour shifts
• Friday, Dec. 10 from 11am-7pm in one-hour shifts
• Saturday, Dec. 11 from 11am-7pm in one-hour shifts

This is a wonderful service activity for everyone... individuals, families, and friends.  Sign-up sheets 
will be in the church lobby starting Sunday, Nov. 21. E-mail Susan at Susankanwal@gmail.com  or 
call 419-250-4877 with questions. 

• ST. PAUL’S: DONATE HAMS FOR A CHRISTMAS DINNER Thank you for helping 
St. Paul’s Community Center as they prepare and serve a Christmas meal to people without homes 
in our community. Mark your ham (traditional or football style) and put it in the church refrigera-
tor. Hams will be delivered to St. Paul’s through Monday, December 20. 

• HAT, MITTEN, SCARVES & GLOVES COLLECTION  We will be collecting new hats, 
mittens, gloves, and scarves for children and adults in our area.  There will be a designated Christ-
mas tree in the lobby starting Nov. 28 to place the items as well as a bin near the Central Ave. door. 
Please bring items in by Monday, Dec. 27.
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SAVE THE DATES & SERVE

FEED YOUR NEIGHBOR
Epworth thanks you for continuing to be so generous in your donations for Feed Your Neighbor.  The needs for December are 
as follows: cans of carrots, peas, mixed vegetables, cream of mushroom soup, saltine crackers, jelly, instant mashed potatoes, 
pork and beans, and bar soap.  If you have any questions, contact Carol Bardi at cpb5538@gmail.com.

DONATE TO EPWORTH EVERY TIME YOU SHOP ON AMAZON!
You can support Epworth every single time you purchase something on Amazon! When 
you sign up for AmazonSmile and select Epworth as your charitable organization, Ama-
zon donates 0.5% of the purchase price to Epworth. AmazonSmile is exactly the same as 
regular Amazon, it has the same products, prices & services, only now you’re supporting 
Epworth at the same time! To sign up, go to: smile.amazon.com/ch/34-4428652 and 

select Epworth as your charitable organization, then start shopping! If you have any questions, or would like a direct link, con-
tact Laura in the church office at laura@epworth.com. 

WALK TO EMMAUS! 
If you have the desire to strengthen your relationship with Christ in a unique and meaningful way, consider attending the Walk 
to Emmaus! There is a men’s walk Feb 17-20 and women’s walk March 24-27. Walks are held at Widewater Retreat Center in 
Liberty Center. These 3 days are an amazing way to forever change your faith journey. There are many in our Epworth family 
who have attended and would love to prayerfully support you. Call or email Beth Figley at 419-292-1213 or figs3@bex.net for 
more info. If you have already attended a walk, is there someone you can bless by inviting and sponsoring?

BIBLE STUDY
“The Chosen” Bible Study 
What must it have been like to know Jesus as a person during His ministry?  If you would like to understand the Gospel from 
the viewpoint of Jesus' followers as well as the Pharisees, the Romans, and others, save the dates for a new and unique Bible 
study each Thursday at 6pm, starting on February 3 and running for eight weeks.  In each session, an episode from “The Cho-
sen,” a video series based on the life of Jesus during his ministry on earth, will be featured and discussed. If you have questions, 
contact Jamile Shibley at j.shibley@pm.me. 

HONORARIUM FOR JOHN EASTERLIN
At the 9pm Christmas Eve service John Easterlin, opera tenor from NYC, is scheduled to sing 'O Holy 
Night' which he has sung to audiences in person and on television world-wide.  John has sung at Ep-
worth several times since 2008. 

 He will be spending the Christmas holidays with musician friend Barbara Craig and her family. To sup-
port this music ministry, gifts may be made to Epworth UMC, with ‘John Easterlin’ in the memo.

HELP US LAUNCH THE NEW YEAR! 
Don't forget, we are still offering worship services on December 26, January 1 & 2.  Please join 
us either in-person, or livestream, and hear Dr. Swisher's uplifting messages as we start fresh in 
2022. We wish you a healthy and prosperous New Year!

December 26, 2021
(No Saturday, December 25 worship).
Dr. Swisher's sermon title: "First Things First"

Scripture: Proverbs 3: 5-6; 1 Corinthians 15:57 

January 1 & 2, 2022
Dr. Swisher's sermon title: "Making A Fresh Start"
Scripture:  Isaiah 43: 16-18 
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HAWKINS STEMM ACADEMY PARTNERSHIP
Hawkins STEMM Academy students are among those who will benefit from Epworth’s  
Advent giving opportunities this year. Selecting a Hawkins “ornament”  tag from one of 
the three giving trees will allow Epworth members to help provide $ 25 gift cards to the 

boy and girl in each class who made the most improvement in their computerized literacy 
program during the first semester.

Take as many tags as you would like. Donations can be dropped in the offering plate or 
brought to the church office during the week. Please be sure to write “Advent” and

 “Hawkins” in the memo section.  You may also donate at the Epworth website, again make sure you write in
 “Advent" and “Hawkins.” If you have questions, please contact Susan Kanwal at susan.kanwal@gmail.com. Please 

make donations by Monday, December 27.    

A TAX-SMART WAY TO INVEST IN EPWORTH
With the stock market regularly breaking records at the closing bell, 
many of your investments are likely worth more today than what you 
originally paid for them. Time to sell?  If you do, you might have to 
pay capital gains taxes. There’s a better option that provides you with 
valuable tax incentives as well as the satisfaction of supporting an or-
ganization that is close to your heart: Give your stock to the Epworth 
Legacy Endowment Fund. Contact your investment professional today 
and discuss your options that help you fulfill your charitable goals.

When you give Epworth Legacy Fund appreciated securities that you’ve owned for 
more than one year, you receive two tax benefits:

1. You are entitled to a federal income tax deduction based on the current fair market value of the securities, regardless of 
their lower original cost.

2. You will be exempt from paying capital gains taxes on any increase in value-taxes you would pay if you sold the stock.

HOW TO MAKE A GIFT 
OF STOCK

• Instruct your broker to 
electronically transfer 
your intended shares

• Ask your broker to  
notify us once the  
transfer is complete

MISSION MOMENTS
Epworth’s Outreach Missions Team invited Lisa Banks, Executive Director of Leading Families Home to our 
Nov 1, 2021 team meeting. This was an opportunity for the team to gain a better understanding of Leading 

Families Home’s mission and vision for those family units faced with homelessness in the Toledo area. Leading 
Families Home/Beach House has been in operation in our area for over 100 years and takes a very complete 
look at the needs their participants are faced with, working close with landlords and other organizations to 

successfully establish permanent housing for those they serve. LFH serves single women, single women and/
or men with children as well as families with both parents, and as of our Nov 1 meeting had approximately 

179 families in the Toledo area on a waitlist. They currently have 124 families housed and are looking
forward to the opening of Beach House 2 where they will be able to serve an additional 75 participants in 

their program. 

Lisa shared information on the programs and support they offer to each participant that arrives at their 
shelter, and also spoke of how LFH values all of their community partners, including the Epworth congrega-

tion and the Outreach Missions Team, for the many years of support and services provided through 
volunteering and contributions. For more information on LFH, or information on how you can contribute, visit 

their website, lfhtoledo.org, or contact jennie@epworth.com.
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OTHER SERVE OPPORTUNITIES
Along with Epworth’s We Three Trees Advent Giving, there are many other opportunities 
to serve in our community. Epworth members have a long-standing legacy of serving in our 
community and a few organizations impacted by our support have recently reached out with 
opportunities during this season and into the coming year for you to consider!

• First Saturday of the Month Lunch at St. Paul’s CC Epworth continues the tradition 
of providing lunch on the first Saturday of the month for all who are able to partake at St. 
Paul’s Community Center. Sign-ups for 2022 are needed now! Individuals or groups are 
asked to prepare and deliver a meal for approximately 45 guests on the first Saturday of 
each month to St. Paul’s CC by 11am. Dates available are Feb 5, April 2, May 7, June 4, July 2, Aug 6, Sept 3, Oct 1, Nov 5, 
Dec 3. Contact Tami Norris at tanorris2001@yahoo.com

• Marketplace For All People Located at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, 1201 Madison Ave, have served over 100 fam-
ilies since reopening in September after a lengthy closing due to COVID19 safety concerns.  They offer food, clothing, and 
personal care needs through their pantry as well as some social services and are open to the downtown community every 
Friday. Epworth members volunteered their time, talents, and funds to this vital ministry that fed persons unable to utilize 
services at shelters from June 2020-July 2021. For this Christmas they are in need of new toys valued at $25.00 or less, or 
slightly used toys for children between the ages of 3-13 and will also be accepting gift cards to give to older youth from 
Walmart, Family Dollar, or Big Lots (valued at $25.00 or less).  They will be accepting donations till 3pm on Wednesday, 
December 15. Monetary contributions are accepted, too! Please do not wrap your items. Please call Marketplace at  
419-243-8284 if you have any questions or are interested in donating time or gifts.    

• US Together Is an organization that is guided by humanitarian and human rights values, assisting refugees and immi-
grants escaping wars, violence, and extreme poverty to find a safe haven in Ohio. It facilitates their resettlement and social, 
civic, and economic integration through client-centered and culturally appropriate services. Some of our members are 
working with this organization and their efforts to relocate Afghan refugees coming to our community. This season, US 
Together is reaching out with a request for persons interested in aiding their Adopt-A-Family program for the holidays. If 
you are interested please contact cbrown@ustogether.us for more information.

• Winter Crisis Shelter St Paul’s CC is in need of volunteers to help their Residential Support Specialists with various tasks 
that include answering phones, monitoring security monitors, and other tasks needed to properly serve as many as pos-
sible during the colder months. The times that volunteers are most needed are from 6-10pm. For more information or to 
sign up please contact Joe Habib, jhabib@spcc-toledo.org or Rolanda Key, hr@spcc-toledo.org.

FURNITURE MINISTRY

Items needed for 
blessings area:

 towels, queen and 
twin comforters/

blankets

STATISTICS    NOVEMBER:
Families:			 14
Adults:		 18
Children:			 14
Furniture:			 123

2021:
134
167
160

1,347

COMMUNION STEWARDS 
Are you looking for a fun, 
meaningful way to serve 
your Epworth Family?  

We are currently looking for 
volunteers to join the Com-
munion Stewards team.  As 

a Steward you would help prepare the altar before com-
munion services. In addition to setting up for communion, 
stewards also help reset the altar and assist the ushers with 
any clean up after the service. We are looking for Stewards 
at all 3 of the worship services on Sunday mornings.  We 
currently serve communion every week at the 8:30am 
service and the first Sunday of the month at 9:45am & 
11:00am.  If you are interested, please reach out to Laura at 
lauraellenoh@bex.net for more info.

/epworthtoledo



12

4855	W.	Central	Avenue
Toledo,	Ohio		43615-2337

help us launch the

dec 26 & jan 2
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