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GATHERING MUSIC 
 
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
PRELUDE 
 

(We Stand) 
 
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, one God, who comes to wake us from 
sleep, who leads us into the light of grace. 
Amen. 
 
Let us prepare the way of the Lord by confessing our sin against God and neighbor. 
 
God of all time, 
we confess that we have not prepared for your merciful reign among us. We ignore our 
neighbors in need and fail in the labor of spreading your love and peace. In your mercy 
forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your light and to seek the things that will endure 
until Christ comes again in glory. Amen. 
 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says our God. In + Jesus Christ our sins are forgiven and all 
things are made new. Rejoice in this good news! 
Amen.  

WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S! 
 
A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants 
and toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the 
right side. 
 
Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex. 
 
Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side. 
 
First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by 
the stairwell. 
 
If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Men’s 
Sunday school classroom.  Any usher will be glad to direct you. 
 
Sunday school classes are provided for 18 month olds through adults. 
 
Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex. Ushers are also  
available to assist you. 
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GATHERING SONG     “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”           ELW 242 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
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THE KYRIE 
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THE SALUTATION 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

(We Sit) 
 

ADVENT WREATH CANDLE LIGHTING REFLECTION 
Joy is at the heart of the journey through Advent to Christmas: Joy in the knowledge of what 
God has done throughout the ages, joy in the realization that God is able and that God does 
change things for the better, joy in the assurance that God can enter into our lives no matter 
what our situation may be. The Apostle Paul calls us to a life of rejoicing: 
. . to live a life full of rejoicing and gentleness 
. . . to put aside worry in the confidence that the Lord is near 
. . . . to lift our requests in prayer, with thanksgiving 
. . . . . to trust that the Peace of God will guard our hearts and minds.  
 

Let us then consider the condition of joy in our lives. 
. . Do worries sometimes seem larger than our confidence that God is near? 
. . . Does the busy-ness of our lives sometime interfere in our life of prayer? 
. . . . Does anxiety over the big things of the world ruin the little joys of life?  
 

Advent is a time when we can clean out the inner stables of our lives so that new life can be 
born, our spirits may be refreshed, and our lives may be renewed in the joy of salvation.  
 

CANDLE LIGHTING LITURGY  
The Lord your God is in your midst, rejoicing over you with gladness, renewing you in love. I will 
bring you home and restore your fortunes, says the Lord.  
In this new light, we give thanks to the Lord. 
With joy you will draw waters from the wells of salvation. 
We will rejoice in the Lord always.  
As we light a third candle to reveal the pathway to faithfulness,  
As a covenant people we will seek to live in the joy of the Lord.  
 

(Light the Third Advent Candle.) 
 

CANDLE LIGHTING HYMN “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel” 
 

Oh, come, strong Branch of Jesse, free 
your own from Satan’s tyranny; 

from depths of hell your people save 
and give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

CANDLE LIGHTING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. Your prophets spoke of a day when the 
desert would blossom and waters would break forth in the wilderness. Bless us as we light the 
third candle on this wreath. Strengthen our hearts as we prepare for the coming of the Lord. 
May he give water to all who thirst, for he is our light and our salvation.  
Blessed be God forever. Amen. 
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CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
“Silent Night Around the World” 
Directed by Tyler Meade Young 
Written by Bailey Slice Parker 

 
(We Stand) 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY            “All Earth Is Hopeful””            ELW 266 
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THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the  
 Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

(We Sit) 
 

OFFERING 
At this time in the service we pause to reflect on all the gifts that God has given us.  God calls us 
to be generous stewards of those gifts for the sake of our ministry near and far.  You can  
support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate, mailing your offering to the 
church, giving online (www.sslc.org) or through the Givelify app.  If you would like more details 
on direct deposit giving please contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 
359-6562. 
 
Anthem       "How Long"       Isaac Wardell 

CCLI Song # 7062617, License # 2440064 
Featuring our SSLC Youth Choir 

 

How long will You turn Your face away? How long? Do You hear us when we pray?  
On and on still we walk this pilgrim way. How long? 

 

How long 'til Your children find their rest? How long 'til You draw them to Your breast?  
We go on holding to Your promises - How long? 

 

Refrain: 'Til You wipe away the tears from ev'ry eye?  
'Til we see our home descending from the sky?  
Do we wait in vain? Jesus give us hope again. 

 

How long 'til Your word will still the storm? How long 'til You bare Your mighty arm?  
How we groan 'til You snatch us from the thorns. How long? Refrain 

 

Amen, Jesus come! Amen, Jesus come! 
 

(We Stand) 
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OFFERTORY SONG 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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THE PREFACE 
 
THE SANCTUS 

 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

(We Sit) 
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AGNUS DEI 

 
RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

C hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion this morning 
at the center aisle. Communion will be brought to the front pews for those who wish to  

remain seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable 
to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord’s presence in, with and under each 
element alone. For those with a gluten allergy, gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
 

The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn.   
The hymn can be found in the back portion of the LBW (Green) Hymnal in your pew rack. 

 
Communion Hymn         “Hark, the Glad Sound”              LBW 35 

 
(We Stand) 

 
BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION  
May Christ, the Sun of righteousness, shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your 
path, and almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG             “Joy to the World”             ELW 267 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of F.U. and Myrna 
Black on what would have been his 95th birthday, December 17th, by Ivan and Michelle Black 
and family. 
 
 
 
 
SERVING TODAY: 
Ushers: (8:30)  Sandy Shealy, Reuben Eargle, Ron Redd, Steve Fowler; 
 (11:00) Roy Welch, Rick Swaffield, Brian Paeth, Doug Harper 
Communion Assistants: (8:30) Jane Kennedy; (11:00) Jamie Early 
Order of St. Stephen’s:  (8:30) [A] Ryan Kennedy [C] Jack Kennedy; 
   (11:00) [A] Susannah Howell [C] Sullivan Hayes 
 
 
 
 
The Church Staff                       Crisis Care Line: 808-6471              Website: www.sslc.org 
The Rev. Jason T. Antley   Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life 
Mrs. Bailey Slice Parker, Music Director  Mr. Tyler Meade Young, Organist 
Mrs. Beth Haggard, Preschool Director  Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator 
Mr. Eric Abramson, Sexton   Mr. Stephen Abbott, Seminarian 

The Rev. Dr. Dennis Bolton, Pastor for Welcome and Visitation 
Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus 
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