
 
‘When we light a candle at midnight, 

we say to the darkness we beg to differ’  
(Mary Jo Leddy) 

 
Darkness and light – primal symbols pervading this Advent-Christmas season –embedded 
in the rhythms of our planet, the fading of the light toward the winter solstice on December 
21st, the day of shortest light / longest night…when we once again welcome the return of 
the light. 
 
For two millennia, Christians have looked to this solstice rhythm of light overcoming 
darkness in the depth of winter and seen within it a symbol of God’s redeeming, self-
emptying love and light breaking into the darkness of sin and death in the birth of Jesus, the 
light of the world. “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness but will have the light of life. (John 8:12) 
 
We are a people longing for a word of hope, a promise of light, at this moment of history 
marked by ecological crisis, racial reckoning, and grave economic and social imbalances 
only worsened by the coronavirus pandemic. For many, the darkness of the past months of 
pandemic have been marked by fear, loss, and even despair. 
 
The people of Israel in Isaiah’s day, longing for a return to their own land from the darkness 
of exile in Babylon, heard these words, “The people who walked in darkness have seen a 
great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness – on them light has shined” (Isaiah 
9:2). This message of hope and light, come to fulfillment in the birth of the Messiah, 
resonates every bit as deeply today for us who yearn for God’s peace, consolation, and 
forever love in the midst of troubling times. 
 
No matter how deep our darkness – even at midnight in the depths of winter solstice – we 
can light a candle and say to the darkness with Christmas/Easter faith, “We beg to differ”. 
 
The Christmas gospels proclaim the scandal of the Word of God made flesh who “pitched 
his tent among us…full of grace and truth” (John 1:14), the dawning of God’s promised 
salvation, the inbreaking of God’s kingdom of forgiveness, compassion, justice and 
inclusion for all. But, as Fr. Richard Rohr says, “we often settled for the sweet coming of a 
baby who asked little of us in terms of surrender, encounter, mutuality or any studying of 
Scriptures or the actual teaching of Jesus.” 
 
Solidarity, not sentimentality, is the call of Christ to us at Christmas. In the midst of the 
multiple crises facing humanity and our planet at this time, it is all the more important for us 
to acknowledge one another as brothers and sisters, particularly those who are most fragile, 
the sick, those who find themselves without shelter or work, or suffering racial 
discrimination, marginalization, or domestic violence.  
 



As visible signs of hope and solidarity, our parish’s commitment to “serving as the hands of 
Christ” in this Advent season is so vital – through support for the Diocese’s community 
ministries, Chat & Chew Christmas-themed meal deliveries, Christmas gift bags for women 
living at the City of Ottawa Emergency Shelter in our neighborhood… 
 
These and many more small gestures of kindness, hope and solidarity are tangible 
expressions of our welcoming the return of the light made manifest in the birth of Christ in 
this darkest season of the calendar. 
 
Thank you for the many ways in which you contribute to and support the ministries of St 
Thomas at Christmas and throughout the year. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Tim+ and Michael+ 
 
Come and Celebrate 
Sunday, December 12: Third Sunday of Advent 
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist – in-Person 
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist – Online and in-Person 
11:45-12:15 p.m. Parking Lot Communion 
 
Sunday, December 19: Fourth Sunday of Advent 
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist – in-Person 
10:00 a.m. Advent Lessons and Carols Service – Online and in-Person 
 
Friday, December 24: Christmas Eve 
4:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist (a service for all ages) – Online and in-Person 
7:30 p.m. Traditional Christmas Eve Service – Online and in-Person 
 
Saturday, December 25: Christmas Day 
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Carols for Christmas – Online and in-Person 
 
Sunday, December 26: First Sunday after Christmas  
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist – in-Person 
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist – Online and in-Person 
11:45-12:15 p.m. Parking Lot Communion 


