
Order for Worship 

December 12, 2021 

Third Sunday in Advent 

Annual Meeting 

Theme: A Home For All (Joy) 

 

+ GATHERING + 

 

WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE  Rorate Coeli (Drop Down, Ye Heavens) – Pietro A. Yon 
 

c. 1943 Mc Laughlin & Reilly Co. 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

A voice calls out in the wilderness. 

It sings of a home for all. 

It speaks of justice and peace. 

We could choose to ignore it. 

We could drown out that song. 

We could choose not to listen. 

Instead, we come into this space. 

We let the world grow quiet. 

We listen. 

A voice calls out in the wilderness. 

Do you hear it? 

We hear it. As we worship, we draw near to God who calls to us. 

 

OPENING HYMN ELW 249 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

 

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry announces that the Lord is nigh; 

awake and hearken, for he brings glad tidings of the King of kings! 

 

Stretch forth your hand, our health restore, and make us rise and fall no more; 

oh, let your face upon us shine and fill the world with love divine. 

 

All praise to you, eternal Son, whose advent has our freedom won, 

whom with the Father we adore, and Holy Spirit, evermore. 

 
Text:  Charles Coffin 

Music:  European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

It takes courage to tell the truth.  John the Baptist knew it.  His job as a prophet certainly could 

not have been easy.  And you and I know it.  Our job as people of faith—to create a home for 

all—has never been easy. 

 

In our prayer of confession, may we channel some of John the Baptist's courage to tell the truth 

about ourselves and our world. We do not do this to shame ourselves or guilt ourselves for being 



imperfect. We speak the truth out loud because we know that we cannot grow and change 

without first being honest.  So let us be brave. Let us be bold. Let us be truth-tellers as we 

confess together now to a God who couldn’t love us any more than God already does.  

Let us pray. . . 

 

Expansive God, 

we know that the church is your house, and your house has room for everyone.  Yet, too 

often, instead of setting the table for our neighbors, we block the door.  Instead of 

welcoming all, we judge others by our own standards. Instead of sharing our second coat, 

we hide it in the attic, holding on to fear instead of letting go with love. Remind us that 

your home is a home for all, that truth requires hard work, that truth requires 

uncomfortable justice. Help us to be bold enough to see it and brave enough to live it. With 

hope we pray.  Amen 

 

Family of faith, God sent prophets like John the Baptist to us because this work is not easy. 

Helping create a world where all might have a home, and all might be loved, and all might know 

peace, is an audacious goal. Fortunately for us, when we mess up—when we lose our way or 

forget our call—we are met with grace. God could not love us any more or any less than God 

already does. So rest in this good news: 

We are at home with God—forgiven, claimed, and loved.  

The door is always open for us. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

HYMN OF PRAISE   A Home For All 

(sung to the tune of Hark! The Herald Angels Sing ELW 270) 

 

Light the candles, deck the halls, we are making room for all 

Practice hospitality, give in Christian charity 

But to create lasting change, a transactional exchange 

won’t make straight our crooked ways or lift valleys into plains 

Prophets of the ages call: “We must build a home for all!” 

 

Stack the gifts beneath the tree, hang the lights where all can see 

Send cards full of Christmas cheer to the family far and near 

But the greatest gift we share is a world that’s just and fair 

Though it feels so far away, we work for God’s promised day 

Prophets of the ages call: “We must build a home for all!” 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 

Joy is seeing people you love after months apart. 

Joy is hearing, “Come on over, it has been too long!” 

Joy is the stretches and giggles of a newborn child. 

Joy is making it home when the journey is long. 

Joy is your dog sliding to meet you at the door. 

Joy is the energy of a new season. 

Joy is feeling found when you thought you were lost. 

So today we light the candle of joy, because the welcome God has for us is 

nothing short of joyful.  Rest in that good news. Let it wash over you. 

Family of faith, we are close to home. Amen. 

 



Light candle. 

 

ADVENT SONG ELW 253 He Came Down 

 

He came down that we may have joy; 

he came down that we may have joy; 

he came down that we may have joy; 

hallelujah forevermore. 

 
Text: Cameroon traditional 
Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

God, whose love is like the sun warming me from the inside, if you are my home, then your 

word is the street light guiding me there.  So I want you to know—I am walking your way, we 

are walking your way, and we are looking for a light. And our feet are dirty—we’ve lost our way 

a time or two.  And our bags are heavy—we’re carrying an array of grief and fear on our backs.  

But we’re on our way.  We’re looking for your light.  We’re listening for your word.  When you 

see us coming, when you feel our hearts move, we hope you’ll run down the driveway and catch 

us. Leave the light on. We are on our way home.  Gratefully we pray.   

Amen 

 

Please be seated 

OUR MINISTRY TOGETHER – 2021 

 A review of 2021 

 Recognition of Outgoing Council Members 

 

+ WORD + 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW 510 Word of God, come down on Earth 

 

Word of God, come down on earth, living rain from heav’n descending; 

touch our hearts and bring to birth faith and hope and love unending. 

Word almighty, we revere you; Word made flesh, we long to hear you. 

 
Text c. James Quinn, SJ, admin. Selah Publishng Co., Inc. 

Music:  Johann R. Ahle 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

GOSPEL:  Luke 3:1-18 

John the Baptist heralds the mighty one who is coming. John teaches that preparation for God’s 

reign is not a matter of identity but of bearing fruits of merciful justice, radical generosity, and 

vocational integrity. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 

Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 



Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, 

the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region 

around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is 

written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 

‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, 

   make his paths straight. 

Every valley shall be filled, 

   and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

and the crooked shall be made straight, 

   and the rough ways made smooth; 

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’ 

 

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned 

you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to 

yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 

raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree 

therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.’ 

 

And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ In reply he said to them, ‘Whoever has 

two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.’ Even 

tax-collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, ‘Teacher, what should we do?’ He said 

to them, ‘Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.’ Soldiers also asked him, ‘And 

we, what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false 

accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.’ 

 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 

John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, ‘I baptize you with 

water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 

sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to 

clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 

unquenchable fire.’ 

 

So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

MESSAGE 

 

OUR MINISTY TOGETHER – The Business 

 Approve minutes from Annual Meeting 2020 

Election of New Council Persons 

 2022 Budget Presentation and Vote  

 

CALL TO OFFERING  

 

If you gave your offering online, mailed it to the church or dropped it in the basket on your way 

into worship – thank you.  Please feel free to get up during the musical offering and present your 

offering to the basket in the front of the space or in the narthex. 

 



MUSICAL OFFERING A La Venue de Noël (At the coming of Christmas)  

– Nicolas Lebègue 

 
c. 1980 Belwin Mills Publishing Corp. 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God who welcomes us home, who creates space, who leaves a chair with our name on it—we 

have two coats and we are giving one away.  That’s what this offering is. It’s our second coat. 

It’s our hearts on our sleeves. It’s our audacious hope that there can indeed be a better world than 

this one. So take these gifts and use them to move us closer to that promised day.  Gratefully we 

pray.   Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

  

OUR MINISTRY TOGETHER – Looking Ahead 

 

+ SENDING + 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 

As you leave this service, your service begins: 

Comfort the homesick. 

Open your doors to others. 

Seek sanctuary. 

Be brave enough to go home by another way. 

And remember that here in God’s house, all are welcomed—so come back soon. 

In the name of our Foundation—God, Spirit, and Son. 

Amen 

 

SENDING HYMN ELW 248 People, Look East 

 

People, look east.  The time is near of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table. 

People, look east, and sing today – Love, the Guest, is on the way. 

 

Furrows, be glad.  Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there. 

Give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flow’r may flourish. 

People, look east, and sing today – Love, the Rose, is on the way. 

 



Angels announce with shouts of mirth him who brings new life to earth. 

Set ev’ry peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming. 

People, look east, and sing today – Love, the Lord, is on the way. 

 
Text:  c. Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates 

Arr. c. 1999 Novello & Co. Ltd. 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, filled with joy. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE                      People, Look East (Variations) – Roberta Rowland-Raybold 

 
c. 2015 Augsburg FortressLPodcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 
The liturgy for today’s worship service was reprinted by permission from Sundays and Seasons.com, copyright 2021 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #45176. The hymns and songs unless otherwise noted, are covered 

under copyright licenses; CCLI 1490857, OneLicense.net A-709256, or are Public Domain. Copyright 2021.   

Advent liturgy by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC| sanctifiedart.org.  Advent Statement of Faith 

written by Rev. Stephen M. Fearing 

PRAYER LIST 

Please continue to keep the following people connected to our congregation in your prayers: 

Alex Kunkel, Bob Moran, Brian Allebach, Charles Krupp, Kenny Nace, Ann Brown Hager, 

David Mounts, Ann Lewis, Carolyn Iris, Melissa Snyder, Sandy Umstead, David and Linda 

Kratzer, Leah Crater, Leanne Kratzer, Steve Keyser, Jim McNally, Sydney Crossin, Florence 

Van Dyke, Donna Derstine, Bob Kemmerer, Andrea Swavely, Kathy Reese, Jon Baxter, Carol 

Mesaros, Paige Seasock, Peyton Seasock, Kathy Lasso, Theresa Hasson, Tal Umstead, Deb 

Romig, Jared Jadick, Heidi Slook and Bob Duke.  

Mark your Calendar 

Monday, Dec. 13 Cookies for Journey to Bethlehem due 

   7:30pm Council Meeting 

Tuesday, Dec. 14 7pm Advent Pilgrimage in Palestine on zoom 

Thursday, Dec. 16 7pm Planning for Journey to Bethlehem meeting on Zoom 

Friday, Dec. 17 2-7 Red Cross Blood Drive 

   7-9 YPO Christmas Fellowship 

Saturday, Dec 18 9-11 Open Link Food Collection 

   4-6 Drive Thru Journey to Bethlehem 

 

Sunday, Dec. 19 8:45am Faith Formation (preK—grade 5) 

   9:30am Worship (& zoom) 

   4-6 (Rain Date) Drive Thru Journey to Bethlehem 

 

 



 Experience a FREE drive thru Journey to Bethlehem 

Saturday, December 18 from 4-6 PM 

Rain date – Sunday, December 19 from 4-6 PM   

· Live Scenes 

· Christmas Carols 

· Live music 

· Nativity-themed gift 

· Bonfire 

· Refreshments 

The committees and teams of St. John’s are creating a Drive Thru Journey to Bethlehem event 

for the congregation and community this December.  Even if you’re not on a committee or team, 

you can still be part of the event!   

The next planning meeting is Monday, Dec. 6th on zoom: 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81878337530?pwd=Q3RpZXROUTV0cE9BbTE0QU5vK1pOdz09     

 

 

COOKIES! We are asking for homemade cookies to share at the bonfire at the Journey to 

Bethlehem event. Please contact Kathy Drosey or Linda Lewis if you can help.  Cookies are due 

at the church by Monday, December 13th. 

 

 

Worship Attendance 

12/6/2021 – In Person– 52 Zoom - 22 households 

Giving Amounts Total received 

between  

11/14-28/2021 

Amount Needed 

between  

11/14-28/2021 

General Fund $8,475.62 $11,216 

Building Fund $419.76   

Weekly average is based on the 2021 budget. A weekly building fund amount needed is no longer 

reported as the building fund has been used for the mortgage, which has been paid off.  All other 

building expenses are included in General Fund budget and giving.  The above numbers include 

electronic giving. Mint duty is being done every other week for the time being. 

Capital Campaign Activity Update 

Capital Campaign Contributions Pledged $ 260,000.00 

Capital Campaign Contributions received between  

11/14-28/2021 
$540 

Capital Campaign Contributions received to date $ 253,339.65 

A gift to the general fund was made in memory of Nancy Terpoilli by Dean and Lauren Scholl. 

 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S LOVE 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81878337530?pwd=Q3RpZXROUTV0cE9BbTE0QU5vK1pOdz09


 Looking to reach out this holiday season? 

St. John’s has committed to provide Manna on Main Street with 50 shelf-

stable breakfast bags and lunch bags to help feed their clients on Christmas 

Eve when the center is closed and meals are not being served.   The contents of each bag is up to 

you – but ideas of what to include are listed below. 

 Breakfast Bags: Shelf stable! Great ideals are instant oatmeal, cereal cups; snacks - fruit cups, 

bagged nuts, granola bars, etc., and shelf stable milk. Tea bags and instant coffee packets are 

welcome. Utensils (as needed) are much appreciated!  

 Lunch Bags: Shelf stable! Ideally a protein (maybe individual packets of PB+J with bread or 

crackers, or tuna pouches, or similar); snacks - fruit cups, bagged nuts, crackers, etc. Utensils (as 

needed) are much appreciated!  

 Beverages should not be included – St. John’s will donate bottled water to accompany all bags 

prepared 

 Please wear gloves, particularly if handling anything not pre-packaged.  Meals should be 

packed in zip-top quart or gallon bags.  

 All breakfast and lunch bags must be delivered to St. John’s by Monday, December 20th at noon 

to the boxes in the fellowship hall labeled MANNA. 

 The link to sign up for how many breakfast or lunch bags YOU would like to donate is 

below!   https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B084FA8AD2CAAFD0-manna 

 Thanks for helping us reach out this Advent season! 

   

New Member Small Group 

Interested in becoming a member of St. John’s Lutheran Church?  A new member small group 

will be offered in the beginning of 2022.  The small group will meet after the 9:30 AM Sunday 

worship service on January 16, 30 and February 13.  New members will then be formally 

received into the community during the 9:30 AM worship service on Sunday, February 20. 

 If you are interested in being part of the new members small group, please let Pastor Becky 

know by January 9th. 

  

Advent Pilgrimage in Palestine – this Tuesday at 7 PM in person or via Zoom 

During the Advent season we often talk a lot about the Holy Land of the past without talking 

much about the Holy Land of the present. What is going on in Bethlehem today? 

Pastor Becky will be leading a three week Advent conversation guided by ELCA Young Adults 

and ELCA Peace Not Walls on the WAY to Bethlehem.  Conversations will take place on 

Tuesdays, November 30, December 7 and 14 at 7 PM in the Fellowship Hall.   

If you would like to connect to the conversation using Zoom, please use the link below to join us 

virtually. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84120654612?pwd=RkRDMVpGT3pISHJGUG9BMTRNOUhzQT09 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B084FA8AD2CAAFD0-manna
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84120654612?pwd=RkRDMVpGT3pISHJGUG9BMTRNOUhzQT09


   

Handbells at 3:00 Christmas Eve,  

rehearsals on 12/15 at 7:00 and 12/22 at 7:00.   
  

 

Longest Night Worship – Tuesday, December 21 at 6:30 PM 

For those who have experienced loss, the holidays can be a particularly painful time, stirring up 

grief in acute ways. As a result, churches around the world have adopted the practice of having a 

“Blue Christmas” or a “Longest Night” service during the Advent season. In the Northern 

hemisphere, this service is often observed on December 21st, the Winter Solstice, which is the 

longest night of the year.  

Worship this evening will offer space for prayer, reflection, and remembrance amidst the holiday 

hustle and bustle. In this pandemic season of life, grief and loss are magnified and nearly 

universal, and we hope that these words and this worship experience will provide a space of 

calm, quiet, and healing. 

To connect to the service using Zoom, please use the link 

below: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84822432054?pwd=THFuOWZ0dWovWnJ1ZGRVaktzR2hC

Zz09 

  

 

3pm—Family Christmas Eve Service 

including communion, a children’s sermon and 

favorite Christmas carols 

  

7pm—Traditional Christmas Eve Service 

including candle lighting, communion and brass 

  

Both services will be live streamed on Zoom. To connect to either service, please use the link 

below: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83021224743?pwd=b1RmUS9LcXd1Z041K2JIaUx5aUtRZz09#succ

ess  

  

 

  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84822432054?pwd=THFuOWZ0dWovWnJ1ZGRVaktzR2hCZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84822432054?pwd=THFuOWZ0dWovWnJ1ZGRVaktzR2hCZz09

