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The Names of Jesus from  

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 
Sermon Notes of Drue Warner 

12-5-21 
 

O COME, O COME EMMANUEL 
Translated by John Mason Neale (1861) 
 
This is the oldest Christmas carol still sung today. Originally written by a monk or a priest in the 8th or 
9th century. This carol is a condensed study of the Bible’s view of the Messiah – Who? What? and 
Why? When this carol was written, most people did not have access to the Bible. So, this song was 
and continues to be one of the most important songs of the Christian faith. 
 
Dr. John Mason Neale's (1818 – 1866) was an Anglican priest born in Cambridge, England. He was 
brilliant and could speak and write in more than 20 languages.  Dr. Neale’s character was a happy 
mixture of gentleness and firmness; he had in the highest degree the courage of his convictions, 
which were remarkably definite and strong; while at the same time he maintained the greatest 
charity towards, and forbearance with, others who did not agree with him. One trait of his singularly 
lovable character was his unbounded charity; he was liberal and almost lavish with his money, and his 
liberality extended to men of all creeds and opinions. 
 
People (and the Church) were intimidated by his intelligence and his godliness. The Church pushed 
him away and sent him to a ministry assignment in northwest Africa. They expected that they’d never 
hear from him again, but they were wrong!  
 
Dr. Neale established the Sisterhood of St. Margaret where he began an orphanage, a school for girls, 
and a house of refuge for prostitutes. In addition, he voraciously studied the Bible and a Scripture-
based writings he could find. It was during these studies that he came across the Latin chant, “O 
Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” He translated the words into English. And that’s how we have this carol 
today. 
 
NAMES OF JESUS (from “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”) 
 
1. Emmanuel 

§ Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a 
son, and she will call His name Immanuel. (Is. 7:14) 
 

§ 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his 
people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 
prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 
(“God with us”). (Matt. 1:21-23) 
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§ BACK STORY (Isaiah 7:1-13) 
Ahaz, King of Judah, was being teamed up against by Aram and Israel, and “the hearts of Ahaz 
and his people were shaken, as the trees of the forest are shaken by the wind.”  
 
God told Isaiah to meet up with Ahaz in a specific meeting place (the end of the aqueduct of 
the Upper Pool, on the road to the Launderer’s Field), and to give Ahaz this message, “‘Be 
careful, keep calm and don’t be afraid. Do not lose heart because of those two smoldering 
stubs of firewood. I know they’re scary, intimidating, have a large army formed against you, 
and have told you that they’re going to wipe you and Judah off the map. However… 
(paraphrased) It’s not gonna happen. Things aren’t going to go for them like they think they 
will. You’re going to be fine. I’m going to protect you. But you need to stand firm in your faith. 
Otherwise, you’re gonna fall. I want you to know without a doubt that I’m with you and I’m for 
you. So, I’ll tell you what. Ask Me for a sign. It can be anything! And I’ll do it in order to prove 
Myself to you.” 
 
But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not put the Lord to the test.”  
 
When Isaiah heard this from Ahaz, he was fed up and said to Ahaz, “Hear now, you house of 
David! Is it not enough to try the patience of humans? Will you try the patience of my 
God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give 
birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.” 

 
o And God gave additional signs and confirmations that He was FOR Judah, just like He’s 

FOR you and me.  
 

§ For unto us a child is born, a son is given to us.   The government will rest on his 
shoulders.   And he will be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  – Isaiah 9:6 

 
§ In that day the heir to David’s throne will be a banner of salvation to all the 

world.  – Isaiah 11:10 
 
2. Rod of Jesse 

§ A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. The 
Spirit of the Lord will rest on him—the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of 
counsel and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord—and he will delight in 
the fear of the Lord. (Is. 11:1-3) 
 

§ In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to 
him, and his resting place will be glorious. (Is. 1:10) 
 

§ Rod / Branch = twig, sapling  
 

o PRIVOT HEDGES – When I cut them down completely, I may come back a few weeks 
later and notice that a small limb has formed. There have been times where I just 
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thought, “I’ll let it go. It’s not gonna be a problem.” Then, 6 months later, that little 
sprig has grown up and almost become its own hedge bush!”  
 

§ It’s the same with the line of Jesse (and of King David). God had promised that 
a King would come from his line, but when Judah was taken into Babylonian 
captivity, that line was completely cut down. In 597 BC, King Nebuchadnezzar 
officially deposed of Jehoiachin and the line of Judah was done (or so they 
thought).  
 

• Next stop… A manger, 600 years later, outside of a small, insignificant, 
blue-collar village named Bethlehem. 
 

§ God LOVES being the underdog! 
 

3.  Bright and Morning Star (Dayspring) 
 

§ Satan 
o 12 How you have fallen from heaven, morning star, son of the dawn! You have been 

cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the nations! 13 You said in your heart, “I 
will ascend to the heavens; I will raise my throne above the stars of God; I will sit 
enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of Mount Zaphon. 14 I will 
ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.” 15 But you 
are brought down to the realm of the dead, to the depths of the pit. (Is. 14:12-15) 
 

o Satan was the most beautiful and highest ranking of all the angels. He was Anakin 
Skywalker before becoming Darth Vader! 

 
§ Jesus 

o 16 For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 He 
received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the 
Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”  

18 We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on 
the sacred mountain. 19 We also have the prophetic message as something 
completely reliable, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in 
a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 Above 
all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s 
own interpretation of things. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but 
prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy 
Spirit. (2 Peter 1:16-21)  
 

o “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the 
Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.” (Rev. 22:16, also 2:28) 

 
o “the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings” (Malachi 4:2) 
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4. Desire of Nations 
§ 5 ‘This is what I covenanted with you when you came out of Egypt. And my Spirit remains 

among you. Do not fear.’ 6 “This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘In a little while I will once 
more shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land. 7 I will shake all nations, and 
what is desired by all nations will come, and I will fill this house with glory,’ says 
the Lord Almighty. (Haggai 2:5-7) 
 

o Haggai (526 BC) Primary message to the returning captives was, “Build the Temple” 
 

§ Jesus is the answer to every person’s deepest longing and desire of life. 
o Purpose 
o Contentment 
o Love 
o Peace 
o Healing 

 
§ Jesus said, “I Am the… 

o Bread of Life (John 6) 
o Light of the World (John 8) 
o Gate of the Sheepfold (security) John 10 
o Good Shepherd (John 10) 
o Resurrection and the Life (John 11) 
o Way, Truth, and Life (John 14) 

 
§ Jesus said, “I have come that you might have life and have it to the full (abundance)!”  

- John 10:10 
 

§ Is Jesus your “desire of nations?” 
o The good news is that whatever and wherever you’re lacking in life (i.e., purpose, 

satisfaction, contentment, joy, peace, healing), Jesus is accessible and available.  
 

o The answer to life is “MORE Jesus!” 
 
Names from additional verses include Wisdom from on High and Key of David 
 
5. Wisdom from on High 

o Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. (1 Cor. 1:24) 
 

o It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from 
God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. (1 Cor. 1:30) 
 

6. Key of David 
o I will place on his shoulder the key to the house of David; what he opens no one can 

shut, and what he shuts no one can open. (Is. 22:22)  
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o The Key of David is not mentioned any other time in all of the Bible. But then, 
surprisingly in Revelation 3:7-8, Jesus uses this term to describe Himself! 
 

o Jesus IS the Key of David who opens wide the gate of God’s promise of salvation, 
particularly that “I will be your God and you will be my people.” 

 
CLOSING Ransom 
 

§ O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel  
 

§ For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.” (Matt. 20:28, Mark 10:45) 

 
§ For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 

who gave Himself as a ransom for all. (1 Tim. 2:5) 
 

§ Ransom = Λύτρον (Lutron) – “the money to free a slave” 
o not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with precious blood, as of a lamb 

unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. (1 Peter 1:18-19) 
 

§ When we celebrate Christmas and the birth of Christ, we celebrate the astonishing truth that 
God gave His beloved Son (who was wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger) as a 
ransom payment for sin.  
 

§ This baby Jesus (Immanuel, Rod of Jesse, Dayspring, Desire of Nations, Wisdom, and Key of 
David) was ransomed by the Father as payment for sin to buy us back to Himself, so that we 
might be beloved children of God. 
And THAT’S Good News!  
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“O Come, O Come Emmanuel” lyrics 
 
O come, O come, Emmanuel,  
And ransom captive Israel  
That mourns in lonely exile here  
Until the Son of God appear. 
 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free,  
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny 
From depths of hell Thy people save,  
And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 
 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer Our 
spirits by Thine advent here  
And drive away the shadows of night  
And pierce the clouds and bring us light. 
 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind  
All peoples in one the hearts;  
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,  
And be Thyself our King of Peace. 
 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
O come, Thou Wisdom from on high,  
Who orders all things mightily;  
To us the path of knowledge show,  
And teach us in its ways to go. 
 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
O come, Thou Key of David, come  
And open wide our heav’nly home;  
Make safe for us the heav’nward road,  
And bar the way to death’s abode. 
 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

 
 
 


