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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 
WELCOME, CELEBRATIONS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND THANKS 
We acknowledge with thanksgiving that we gather on the unceded 
territories of the Coast Salish peoples, and especially those of the 
Snuneymuxw people.  
We seek a new relationship with the first peoples here, one based in 
honour and respect, and we thank them for their hospitality. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Grace and peace to you from God. 
May God fill us with truth and joy. 
The Lord be with you. 
The Lord bless you. 
This is the day which the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Almighty God, 
to you all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 



LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES 
We light the candle of hope 
The first candle is lit. 
God will judge between the nations, 
and will settle disputes for many peoples. 
We light this candle to remember God's promise of peace. We can know 
peace if we turn away from sin and accept God's forgiveness. The world 
can know peace if we love and forgive each other. 
The second candle is lit. 
Let us pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace 
in company with all those who call on the Lord. 
 
KYRIE ELEISON 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ADVENT RESPONSES 
Among the poor, 
Among the proud, 
Among the persecuted, 
Among the privileged, 
Christ is coming 
He is coming to make all things new. 
In the private house, 
In the market place, 
In the wedding feast, 
In the judgement hall 
Christ is coming 
He is coming to make all things new. 
With a gentle touch, 
With an angry word, 
With a clear conscience, 
With burning love, 
Christ is coming 
He is coming to make all things new. 
That the Kingdom might come, 
That the world might believe, 
That the powerful might stumble, 
That the humble might be raised, 
Christ is coming 
He is coming to make all things new. 
Within us, without us, 
Among us, before us, 
In this place, in every place, 
For this time, for all time, 
Christ is coming 
He is coming to make all things new. 



COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 
God of timeless grace, 
you fill us with joyful expectation: 
make us ready for the message 
that prepares the way, 
so that with uprightness of heart 
and holy joy 
we may eagerly await the 
coming of your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING - MALACHI 3:1-4 (read by Carolyn Dieleman) 
Thus says the Lord God: See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the 
way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his 
temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight – indeed, he 
is coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his 
coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire 
and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he 
will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, 
until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. Then the 
offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the 
days of old and as in former years.  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 



PSALM: BENEDICITE (A Song of Creation)  
(read by Keith Brankston) 
Bless the Lord all you works of the Lord: 
sing his praise and exalt him for ever. 
Bless the Lord you heavens: 
sing his praise and exalt him for ever. 
Bless the Lord you angels of the Lord: 
bless the Lord all you his hosts; 
Bless the Lord you waters above the heavens: 
sing his praise and exalt him for ever. 
Bless the Lord sun and moon: 
bless the Lord you stars of heaven; 
Bless the Lord all rain and dew: 
sing his praise and exalt him for ever. 
Bless the Lord all winds that blow: 
bless the Lord you fire and heat; 
Bless the Lord scorching wind and bitter cold: 
sing his praise and exalt him for ever. 
Bless the Lord dews and falling snows: 
bless the Lord you nights and days; 
Bless the Lord light and darkness: 
sing his praise and exalt him for ever. 
Bless the Lord frost and cold: 
bless the Lord you ice and snow; 
Bless the Lord lightnings and clouds: 
sing his praise and exalt him for ever. 
O let the earth bless the Lord: 
bless the Lord you mountains and hills; 



Bless the Lord all that grows in the ground: 
sing his praise and exalt him for ever. 
Bless the Lord you springs: 
bless the Lord you seas and rivers; 
Bless the Lord you whales and all that swim in the waters: 
sing his praise and exalt him for ever. 
Bless the Lord all birds of the air: 
bless the Lord you beasts and cattle; 
Bless the Lord all people on earth: 
sing his praise and exalt him for ever. 
O people of God bless the Lord: 
bless the Lord you priests of the Lord; 
Bless the Lord you servants of the Lord: 
sing his praise and exalt him for ever. 
Bless the Lord all you of upright spirit: 
bless the Lord you that are holy and humble in heart; 
Bless the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit: 
sing his praise and exalt him for ever. 
 
EPISTLE - PHILIPPIANS 1:3-11 (read by Betty Benson) 
My brothers and sisters, I thank my God every time I remember you, 
constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 
because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am 
confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will 
bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think 
this way about all of you because you hold me in your heart, for all of you 
share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defence 
and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all 
of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that 



your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to 
help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be 
pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that 
comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
THE GOSPEL - LUKE 3:1-6 (read by Rev. David Chillman) 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate 
was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother 
Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of 
Abilene, during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of 
God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the 
region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet 
Isaiah, ‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of 
the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every 
mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made 
straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the 
salvation of God.”’ 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
THE SERMON (Rev. David Chillman) 
 



HYMN – CP106 THERE’S A VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS 
CRYING Verses 1, 2, & 3 (sung by David Booth) 
 
1.There's a voice in the wilderness crying, 
A call from the ways untrod: 
Prepare in the desert a highway, 
A highway for our God! 
The valleys shall be exalted, 
The lofty hills brought low; 
Make straight all the crooked places 
Where the Lord our God may go! 
  
2.O Zion, give voice to good tidings, 
Ascend to the heights and sing! 
Proclaim to a desolate people 
The coming of their King. 
The works of pride all perish, 
Like flowers they shall decay; 
The power and pomp of nations 
Shall pass like a dream away. 
  
3.But your word, O God, is faithful, 
Your arm, O Lord, is strong; 
You stand in the midst of nations, 
And you will right the wrong. 
You will feed your flock like a shepherd, 
And fold their lambs to your breast; 
In pastures of peace you'll lead them, 
And give to the weary rest. 

 
 



THE CREED 
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
He will come again 
to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE – Louise Baines 
 
Lord God, we adore you because you have come to us in the past. 
You have spoken to us in the Law of Israel. 
You have challenged us in the words of the prophets. 
You have shown us in Jesus what you are really like. 
Lord God, we adore you because you still come to us now. 
You come to us through other people and their love and concern for us. 
You come to us through men and women who need our help. 
You come to us as we worship you with your people. 
Lord God, we adore you because you will come to us at the end. 
You will be with us at the hour of death. 
You will still reign supreme when all human institutions fail. 
You will still be God when our history has run its course. 
We welcome you, the God who comes. 
Come to us now in the power of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Blessed Lord, who caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 
learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest 
them, that by patience and the comfort of your holy Word we may 
embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you 
have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
We bring our petitions before you today saying: 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for your blessing on those who lead, preach, and teach in all 
Christian churches 
In our worldwide Anglican Church, we pray for The Anglican Church of 
Burundi. 



In our diocese we pray for Anna, our bishop and Saint Barnabas, Victoria 
and their priest James Cowan.  
In the Province of BC-Yukon cycle, we pray for the Diocese of New 
Westminster and Bishop John Stephens. 
Here at Saint Philip, we pray for Reverend David and our associate priests 
Deborah & Marvin.  
We also pray for postulants of the diocese: Kirsten Evenden and Jill 
Harris, and for Susan Hermanson, retired priest. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
In the parish Cycle we lift in prayer Robert Kitching & Janet Hilderbrand; 
Wes Kool & Lu Pierce. 
In a moment of silence, please pray for one person who needs God’s help 
and is particularly on your mind today. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for our church council and all who lead us in the way forward as 
we embrace the changes we are experiencing. 
Father God, we ask you to draw close to all of those mentioned, so that 
they may be aware of your presence, and we ask you to provide your 
peace and comfort for them at this time. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the family of Lorrain Jordan  
Charlotte and Garrick, and their children Silas and Freya, as well as 
Robert and Richard, Charlotte's older brothers. May Lorrain rest in peace 
and rise in glory. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 



We pray for the family of Glen Crawford, and those who mourn his 
passing, including his three teenage children and extended family and 
friends. May Glen rest in peace and rise in glory. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
 
We pray for those who struggle with health needs, housing needs, and 
emotional struggles. May we be ever sensitive to your Holy Spirit guiding 
us to respond in your name. Wherever your children are sighing and 
calling for you, protect and guide them with your mighty hand. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer 
 
Lord, we thank you for the gift of family, and for all the blessings we 
enjoy on this earth. Guide us to care and shepherd your creation. Help us 
to make good choices to protect the environment and all the creatures here 
on earth. May people see in our services of Carols and Christingles the 
true meaning of Christmas and experience your love for them. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Almighty God, fulfill our desire and kindle our hearts by your Spirit, that 
being filled with your grace, we may shine as bright lights at the coming 
of your Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Dear friends in Christ, 
God, who is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy, 
welcomes sinners and invites them to this table. 
Let us confess our sins, 
confident in God’s forgiveness. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us, 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your name. Amen. 
May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you close, 
pardon and cleanse you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness 
and show you the glory of the Word made flesh, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
May the peace of Emmanuel - the God who is with us - fill you to 
overflowing in this season of waiting. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 



PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 
 
God of abundance, 
we bring before you 
the precious fruits of your creation 
|and with them our very lives. 
Teach us patience and hope 
as we care for all those in need 
until the coming of your Son, 
our Saviour and Lord. Amen. 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
The Lord be with you  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
Holy God, Lover of creation, 
we give you thanks and praise 
for in the ocean of your steadfast love you bear us 
and place the song of your Spirit in our hearts. 
When we turn from your love and defile the earth, 
you do not abandon us. 
Your Spirit speaks through Huldah and Micah, 
through prophets, sages, and saints in every age, 
to confront our sin 
and reveal the vision of your new creation. 
Joining in the song of the universe 
we proclaim your glory saying: 



Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Gracious God, 
in the fullness of time you sent Jesus the Christ 
to share our fragile humanity. 
Through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection 
you open the path from brokenness to health, 
from fear to trust, from pride and conceit 
to reverence for you. 
Rejected by a world 
that could not bear the Gospel of life, 
Jesus knew death was near. 
His head anointed for burial 
by an unknown woman, 
Jesus gathered together those who loved him. 
He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it 
and gave it to his friends, 
saying, “Take and eat: 
this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine, 
gave you thanks, 
and said “Drink this all of you, 
this is my blood of the new covenant 
which is shed for you and for many. 
Whenever you drink it, 
do this for the remembrance of me.” 



And now we gather at this table 
in response to his commandment, 
to share the bread and cup of Christ’s undying love, 
and to proclaim our faith. 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
Breathe your Holy Spirit, 
the wisdom of the universe, 
upon these gifts that we bring to you: 
this bread, this cup, 
ourselves, our souls and bodies, 
that we may be signs of your love for all the world 
and ministers of your transforming purpose. 
Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory is yours, Creator of all, 
and we bless your holy name for ever. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
As our Saviour has taught us, let us pray, 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 



and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Like those that look for the morning 
so our souls wait for the Lord. 
Be known to us, Lord, in the breaking of the bread. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
This is the table of Emmanuel – 
a place where bread and wine remind us 
how to live and love 
as those who inhabit God’s time, 
and work to build the Kingdom. 
A place where we recognise 
that the one for whom we wait 
is also the one who is already, and always, here with us. 
So come 
whether you are watching for the dawn, or dreading first light, 
whether you are waiting with hope, or hiding your face, 
come with quiet confidence 
because here it is Emmanuel who watches 
for our coming, 
and who waits with love and joy 
to welcome us in. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
All are welcome to come and receive Holy Communion. 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God for whom we wait, 
in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day 
when the hungry will be fed with good things. 
Send us forth to make known your deeds 
and to proclaim the greatness of your name, 
through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. 
 
DOXOLOGY 
Glory to God, whose power, working in us, 
can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine. 
Glory to God 
from generation to generation, 
in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
The love and light of God 
scatter the darkness from before you 
and guide your feet into the way of peace; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen 
 
SENDING FORTH 
People of God, let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
Emmanuel; God is with us. Amen. 

Prayer Chain:  prayer requests for the prayer chain please call Sue 
Dobson   250-751-9388 
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