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Prepare the Way: The Way of Love 
Luke 1:68-79 
 
Introduction:  
 
"The way of God is to lay claim upon us, but not the way a sovereign power in the domain of 
being invades and then lays claim to territory, overpowers its native population and plants a 
foreign flag, but in the way of a summons that calls and provokes, an appeal that incites or 
invites us, a promise that awakens our love." 
 

"The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event 
 (Indiana Series in the Philosophy of Religion)" by John D. Caputo 

 
God summons us, invites us, God awakens our love.  
 
We read today in Philippians - And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and 
more…  
 
We prayed together Zechariah’s song: that this child, John, would prepare the way –  
For the dawn of the tender compassion or love of our God  
(Luke 1 – Zechariah’s song)  
 
“Suppose we think of God not so much in terms of everything that we desire, but in terms of 
everything that desires us, everything that draws us out of ourselves and calls upon us, that 
summons up what is best in us, that asks us to go out of our creaturely way of being and live 
generously, to live and love, to live by loving, unconditionally?” 
 

"The Weakness of God: A Theology of the Event 
 (Indiana Series in the Philosophy of Religion)" by John D. Caputo 

 
 
John the Baptiser (the good news teller, the preparer of the way) was born into traditions 
that spoke of love but did not enact it.  
 
Our gospel begins with political references that locates the emerging story of God’s saving love 
amidst the reality of political chaos. 

 
About 60 years before the birth of Christ, Rome conquered Jerusalem, and “Herod the 
Great” — from Samaria — was installed as a Client King. The fact that this role was a 
Samaritan one meant that the role was more familiar with Judean practices and religion 
than the Romans were, yet still distant enough for Roman manipulation. This Herod 
expanded the temple in Jerusalem through heavy taxation and was complicit in the 
ongoing subjugation of the Jews in Jerusalem and Galilee. 
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The emperor at the time was Caesar Augustus, later succeeded by Tiberius Caesar.  
Caesar Augustus was called the ‘Son of God’ and ‘Saviour of the world’ and songs were 
sung about how he’d ‘bring peace’. 
 
The gospel writers use these terms for Jesus. Jesus for emperor!  
 
Zechariah’s song, uses images from Exodus while prophesying how we will be saved 
from our enemies (1:71, 73)  
 
But Luke also mentions the High Priests. The High Priests were another “in between” 
role. They came from among the Jewish people, but were appointed by Roman 
authorities.  
 

Luke locates John (and later Jesus) firmly within the context of contested territory, temporal 
powers, political plots, despotic leadership and disputes about the rightful kings.  
 

Padraig O Tuama, the spirituality of conflict website:  
https://www.spiritualityofconflict.com/readings/339/second-sunday-of-advent 

 
 
And into this – John Prepares the Way.  
 
The Way of Love.  
 
This Way of Love requires us to find a pattern of practices. For it goes against our natural way. 
 
It takes practice.  
 
For we are not just talking about loving our relatives, our friends, our St Catherine’s community. 
Luke’s gospel is talking about loving people who in our culture are deemed enemy. 
 

- Conversations with and about those who are not vaccinated 
- Conversations with and about those who live in the USA/vote differently 
- Conversations with and about Christians who hold to different values to us regarding 

LGBTQ rites?  
 
The scholars and writers I turn to, when it comes to enacting love toward ‘enemies’ are usually 
people in history who were marginalized because of race or class or creed.  
 
Howard Thurman, Christian contemplative scholar, writes in Jesus and the Disinherited:  
 
Not only did Jesus have to apply his love ethic to the household of Israel (who became his 
enemies), and to the Samaritans (a historical feud within the Nation) but “he had to apply it to 
THE enemy – to the Roman, to the ruler” 
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“This was the hardest task, because to tamper with the enemy was to court disaster. To hate  
him in any way that caused action to invite the wrath of Rome. To love him was to be regarded 
as a traitor to Jesus own people.” 
 
“Love of the enemy means that a fundamental attack must first be made on the enemy status. 
Love your enemy means taking the initiative in seeking ways by which you can have the 
experience of a common sharing of mutual worth and value.” 
 

Howard Thurman, Jesus and the Disinherited. 
 
As an exemplar of this, I was most struck by an interview with Civil Rights activist and 
congressman, John Lewis.  
 
This is how he recounts their preparation to love their enemy in the 1950’s and 60’s:  
 
See: https://onbeing.org/programs/john-lewis-love-in-action/ 
 
“Before  we even discussed a possibility of a sit-in, we had role-playing. We had what we called 
social drama. And we would act out. There would be Black and white young people, students, 
interracial group, playing the roles of African Americans, or be an interracial group playing the 
roles of white. And we went through the motion of someone harassing you, calling you out of 
your name, pulling you out of your seat, pulling your chair from under you, someone kicking 
you or pretending to spit on you. Sometimes we did pour cold water on someone, never hot — 
but we went through the motion. 
 
And we would tell people, whether young men or young women, that if you’ve been beaten, try 
to protect the most sensitive part of your body. Roll up, cover your head and look out for each 
other. So when the time came, we were ready. We were prepared. 

If someone kick you, spit on you, pull you off the lunch counter stool, continue to make eye 
contact. Continue to give the impression, yes, you may beat me, but I’m human. Be friendly, try 
to smile, and just stay nonviolent.  

It’s just not something that is natural. You have to be taught the way of peace, the way of love, 
the way of nonviolence.  

The movement created what I like to call a nonviolent revolution. It was love at its best. It’s one 
of the highest forms of love. That you beat me, you arrest me, you take me to jail, you almost 
kill me, but in spite of that, I’m going to still love you.  
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God summons us, invites us, God awakens our love.  
 
We are called to prepare the way. The Way of Love. 

- For some of us, we need to work through our wounds from our younger lives that have 
hardened our hearts.  

- For some of us, we need spiritual practices that help us observe our emotional 
reactions.  

- For some of us, we need to role play conversations before we have them, especially 
when we go into situations that are charged.  

- And we need to pray for God’s help. 
 
Prepare the Way. The way of Love.  
Amen 
 

 
 


