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ADVENT in Isaiah: The Honored Servant brings Global Salvation 

Isaiah 49:1-6 

CANDLE OF LIGHT 

(COMMUNION SUNDAY) 
Introduction 
Your new outline for this morning: 

 What is the significance of Advent? 

 Who is the Servant of the Lord? 

 How does God work through His servant?   
 
1 WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF ADVENT? 
 
On this 2nd Sunday of ADVENT 2021, we remind ourselves of the purpose of the season.  We have said that it is 
a season of anticipation and waiting.  We are preparing to celebrate the birth of Jesus into our world.   
 
You might be asking – why do we make such a big deal out of this?  Why do we take 4 whole Sundays to talk 
about preparing to celebrate?   
 
Let me remind you that we actually do this quite a lot – when a big event is coming up, we take time to 
prepare to celebrate.  The bigger the event, the more preparation and the greater the sense of anticipation.   
 
Christmas 2013 was an especially busy season for me. I was here, I was pastoring ICB.  I was also preparing for 
my wedding and my marriage to Martha which took place Jan 4, 2014!   December that year was a very 
exciting and very busy month for me!  A month full of anticipation, waiting and preparation!  A wedding is a 
big event and a big celebration, so it requires lots of preparation and there is naturally a huge sense of 
anticipation – preparing to celebrate!   
 
Here’s the thing that we sometimes lose sight of as Christmas comes around each year…  What we are about 
the celebrate on December 25th, is an event which is so significant that it fundamentally changed the course of 
human history!  Most of our world calls this year 2021.   
 
Why do we call this year 2021 – what happened 2,021 years ago?  The birth of Jesus. Most of the world now 
divides time into 2 main eras – before Christ and after Christ.  Why?  Because what happened on that day so 
long ago, in a barn in Bethlehem, was not just another human birth, this was God Himself breaking into human 
history to accomplish that greatest rescue operation that had ever been accomplished!  Jesus, that tiny baby 
born to the virgin Mary, was the eternally existent God becoming human.   
 
The question we ask at this time of year is, why did God do this?  Why would he stoop so low as to become 
one of the humans he had made?!   
 
In search of answers to this question, we turn today, not to the Gospel records where we find the stories 
describing the event of Jesus’ birth, but instead to the prophet Isaiah.   
 
Hundreds of years before Jesus is born, Isaiah is given a great gift.  A gift of foresight.  A gift of looking forward.  
God reveals to him what he is going to do to accomplish salvation for the whole world.  And the main 
character in the plot is someone described as ‘the Servant of the Lord’.   
 



There are 4 short songs / poems in Isaiah that have come to be known by many as the Servant Songs of Isaiah.   
The Compassionate Servant brings Justice (42:1-7) 
 
The Honored Servant brings Global Salvation (49:1-6) 
 
The Obedient Servant Willingly Suffers (50:4-9) 
 
The Suffering Servant Bears our Sin (52:13-53:12) 

 
Today we look at only the 2nd of these for songs.  Before we make some observations specifically about this 
song/poem – we first of all ask more generally: 
 
2 WHO IS THE SERVANT OF THE LORD? 
 
Isaiah does not actually name this person, and I believe that, as with many of the prophetic writings, there is 
multiple fulfillments to his words… 
 
Sometimes: 

• The People of God (Israel) 
– God chose Abraham and his family to be his messengers to the whole world.  Often they are 

called ‘the servant of the LORD’.  They were commissioned and given a task.  Sometimes they 
were effective, most times they were not – they were disobedient servants.   

• A Leader of the People 
– (e.g. King David; the prophets) 
– The kings and prophets are sometimes referred to as ‘servants of the LORD’.  They too 

sometimes obeyed, but most times did not… 
• The Promised Messiah Jesus 

– The True Israel; the True Human 
– Isaiah is pointing us toward the Messiah, whom we know now to be Jesus, who was to come 

into the world as the True Israel, the True Human.  He is the ONLY one in the history of the 
world who lived without sin and perfectly carried out the mission that God gave to Him!   

– Most of the language we read in these songs is pointing to this reality 
• The People of God (the Church) 

– But the story doesn’t end with Jesus’s first coming to earth – after he lived, died, and rose from 
the dead, and when he was about to leave the earth to return to his Father, he commissioned 
his followers, his Church, to be his servants. 

 
I want to emphasize that all of this really reflects the whole story of the Bible… 
 
 
I would love it if you can see this as a timeline…  

 from the beginning of the story of the Bible – Israel & its leaders were frail servants of the LORD 
 

 At the center of the story of the Bible is the True, Perfect and Complete Servant of the LORD who 
fulfills all of God’s purposes fully 

 

 In our part of the story, we are called to be servants like Jesus… 
 

• The Story of the Bible is about the Mission of God 



• The Servant of the LORD is the one whom God calls to fulfil His mission; to be his workers in the 
world 

• It all started with Israel called to be God’s servant 
• Jesus completely and fully fulfills the task 
• He now commissions us to be His servants to carry the completed message to the ends of the 

world!   
 
Please turn with me to Isaiah 49:1-6… 
 
 
3 HOW DOES GOD WORK THROUGH HIS SERVANT 
 
The servant is called, equipped and protected 

 Called - The LORD called me from the womb, from the body of my mother he named my name. (v. 
1) 
• Would you look at this language with me for a moment…  

• This was true of Israel –  
• We see it in Deuteronomy – God says to his people – ‘I chose you’ ‘you are my 

treasured possession’ 
• This was most fully true of Jesus – the true Servant 

• Before Jesus is even born, the angel says to Joseph ‘you are to give him the name 
Jesus, because He will save his people from their sins’ (Matt 1:21) 

• It is also true of you and me! 
• Eph 2:10  For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good 

works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 
 

 Equipped & protected – (note the 4 phrases of verse 2) 
o He made my mouth like a sharp sword  

 in the shadow of his hand he hid me;  
o he made me into a polished arrow  

 in his quiver he hid me away.  
• Equipped, protected; Equipped, protected 

 
• Heb 4:12  For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, 

it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts 
and attitudes of the heart. 

•  The Servant of the Lord is equipped to speak words that speak directly and forcefully to 
the brokenness and problems that plague our world because of sin and selfishness, 
hatred, murder, envy etc.   

• The picture of the returning Messiah in the book of Revelation at the very end of 
the story is that of the Son of Man returning with a sword coming out of His 
mouth!  This will be the final word of judgment against sin, evil and injustice!  

• Jesus, the one whom we celebrate as the baby born to Mary, IS this Servant of the 
Lord… 

• His Word is powerful and effective 
• He is protected by His Father… 

• Though he is attacked, beaten and killed, he is ultimately successful; the Mission 
of God is carried forward fully and completely… 

• Just for a moment, let’s think of ourselves also as those who have been commissioned  



• We are equipped in many different ways, but we are all called in some fashion to 
carry this Word of God to the world in which we live 

• We also are protected and kept, in the hollow of his hand… 
 
The servant is called, equipped and protected 
 
The LORD honors and commissions His Servant 

Verse 5 - And now the LORD says, he who formed me from the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob 
back to him; and that Israel might be gathered to him— for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD, and 
my God has become my strength— 
 

• God always honors his servants 
• Even looking back a few chapters we see God saying to Israel:  “…you are precious and 

honored in my sight, and … I love you” (Is. 43:4) 
• When Jesus was baptized, the heavens opened - Mat 3:17  And a voice from heaven 

said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased." 
• You also are honored by God! 

• 1Pe 2:9  But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's 
special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of 
darkness into his wonderful light. 

 
• Look now at the language of commission – what was the servant sent to do 

• to bring Jacob back to him and gather Israel to himself 
• his work is a work of rescue, reconciliation, restoration… 

• But look carefully at how the poem continues – listen to the amazing heart of God in this next 
phrase… 

 

o he says: “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob 

and to bring back the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the nations, that 

my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” (verse 6) 

 
 

• This is such a beautiful statement – from the very beginning to the end of the story of 
the Bible we see very clearly that God’s heart was ALWAYS that his salvation would 
reach to ALL nations! 

• As we sit here today, we are testimony to the effectiveness of the mission of Jesus: 
• I tested this out in our international church and found that we had believers 

from every continent in the world in our small congregation 
• Let’s test it out 

• Raise your hand if you were not born on the North American continent 
• When Jesus left this earth following his death and resurrection, it is estimated 

that the number of followers of Jesus was 120 persons.  Today, it seems that the 
Church of Jesus numbers close to 1 billion people from most countries of the 
world! 

• There is still work to do!  There are still people who need to come into the light, 
but there is SO much to praise God for!   

• God honored and commissioned Jesus; Jesus has commissioned us and the light 
continues to be spread around the world!   



• Why isn’t the task complete – why hasn’t Jesus already come back to do away 
with sin completely?   

• 2Peter 3:9  The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand 
slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 
everyone to come to repentance. 

• Just as Jesus honored and commission Jesus to be the light for all nations; now 
he has honored and commissioned us to do the same… 

 
The servant is called, equipped and protected 
 
The LORD honors and commissions His Servant 
 
Finally, The LORD displays His glory through His Servant 
 

 3 And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 
 

• It was God’s desire to show His glory to the world through His servant Israel 
• Sadly, as we read through the story, they so often get mixed up by turning away 

from God and worshiping the gods of the peoples around them 
• But when Jesus comes into the world, listen to what happened. 
• These words come from the human person who was probably closest to Jesus – he was 

known as ‘the disciple whom Jesus loved’ 
• Joh 1:14  The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 

glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and 
truth. 

• This was God’s splendor revealed in human form… 
• But here is something even more remarkable 

• In what action of Jesus did he most powerfully show God’s splendor and glory? 
• Calming the storm; healing the sick; raising Lazarus?  

• Listen carefully to the prayer of Jesus 
• Joh 17:1  After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 

"Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify 
you. 

• The moment of greatest glory for Jesus was the moment where it looked like he was 
most defeated 

• As Jesus hung on the cross in agony and seeming helplessness, he was 
accomplishing the greatest work of rescue and restoration in the history of 
humankind 

• He was taking on himself your sin and my sin, so that we, from every nation of 
the world, could be restored to relationship with the God who made us!!   

• As a symbol that the way was being opened for humans to have restored 
relationship with God, the veil of the temple was torn in 2 pieces!  The way back 
to God was accomplished as Jesus hung there and died for you and for me! 

• THIS is God revealing His splendor through the person of Jesus!   
• 1Pe 2:24  "He himself bore our sins" in his body on the cross, so that we 

might die to sins and live for righteousness; "by his wounds you have been 
healed." 

 
We have the beautiful privilege to celebrate Communion this morning.   



In the celebration of Communion, we take the bread and the cup, given to us by our Lord to remember this 
moment of history 

• This moment that seemed so much like defeat; but in fact was the moment of greatest glory  
• It was because of this moment that we may now have forgiveness, restored relationship with God 

and eternal life 
• As we prepare our hearts, please hear the words from Hebrews: 

o Heb 10:19-23  Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most 
Holy Place by the blood of Jesus,  (20)  by a new and living way opened for us through the 
curtain, that is, his body,  (21)  and since we have a great priest over the house of 
God,  (22)  let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith 
brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our 
bodies washed with pure water.  (23)  Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for 
he who promised is faithful. 


