
 In case you haven’t heard, Star Wars is still all the rage.  The 
Mandalorian is a new series that has garnered a lot of attention.  And 
I’m convinced that you can’t be a true Star Wars story, unless you have 
a classic line that is forever remembered, you know, things like, “I am 
your father.”  For this new series, the line everyone seems to grab onto 
is, “This is the way.”  But long before the Mandalorian ever declared, 
“This is the Way,” it was the first Christians who were known as 
followers of an upstart religious movement simply called The Way.  The 
term Christian was actually intended as an insult by those who were 
opposed to the teachings and practices of the early Church.  And 
there’s a lot of good reasons why the early Church would have referred 
to this new religious movement as “The Way,” the most notable being 
when Jesus says to the disciples, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life.” 
 But it’s not the only time we hear about the Way of Jesus.  In 
fact, John the Baptizer in our Gospel text today is specifically tasked 
with preparing the way of the Lord.  Prepare the way of the Lord.  That’s 
John’s mission.  And in another sense, it is also our mission as the 
Church.  Because we are followers of Jesus Christ, not Christ himself.  
We are not the savior, but the ones called to bear witness to the savior.  
We are not the Way, but the ones who prepare for the Way of Christ to 
be made realized in our lives and in the world once again. 
 But what is the Way of Christ?  If we are to prepare and live as 
people who follow the Way of Christ, we would do well to be constantly 
holding in our minds the things mark and define the Way.  And because 
John’s mission is our mission, we can look to John for guidance in 
preparing the Way of Christ. 
 The Way of Christ means repentance.  It means to turn from 
one direction and move in a new one.  It’s taking a new path.  But it also 
means humility.  Repentance means admitting that we have gotten off 
track, that we got lost, or even that we were flat out wrong.  Repentance 
is the mountains of our pride being leveled.  But repentance does not 
mean we are torn down, so as to be worthless.  It’s not about beating 
yourself up.  Because the Way of Christ is also about forgiveness. 
 Forgiveness is letting go.  Forgiveness is choosing newness of 
life over grudges.  Forgiveness means that hurt will not have the final 
word and it will not define us forever.  Forgiveness is the raising of the 
valley.  It doesn’t mean the hurt never happened.  It doesn’t mean 
forgetting.  But it does mean that life and community is possible once 
again. 

 Repentance and forgiveness.  The Way of Christ holds both 
together.  Because forgiveness without repentance leads to more harm.  
Nothing is changed.  And repentance without forgiveness holds us 
hostage to our sins.  Transformation becomes impossible.  We need 
both because only when they are held together, working together, 
proclaimed together, can we truly see and know newness of life.  You 
see, that’s what it’s really about.  The Way of Christ is the Way into life.  
To prepare the Way of the Lord is to prepare for new life, life that is 
different, life that is abundant and full. 
 John lives in the wilderness proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance.  A baptism that calls us to change, to take a different path, 
to believe in the possibility of something new.  But it’s not just a baptism 
of repentance.  It’s a baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  It’s a baptism 
that redeems us, invites us to let go of guilt and shame, and leads us 
to see and know the power of life.  Because life is the Way of Christ.  
And it is the Church who is called to proclaim that Way today. 
 But I want to suggest something for the times in which we live.  
It seems to me that the world is quite adept at calling people to repent.  
And what I mean by that is, the world frequently calls out people’s 
mistakes.  Cancel culture has made it so that no sins are left unturned.  
In many ways, this transparency is necessary.  And positive change 
can come from it.  But what the world does not know very well is 
forgiveness.  And without forgiveness, there is only shame, judgment, 
and condemnation.  Without forgiveness we’re stuck in our sin.  And 
new life is not possible. 
 But as people called to prepare the Way of Christ, we must 
remember the power of forgiveness.  We must be the voice of 
forgiveness in a world that does not know it or believe it matters.  Only 
when held together can the prophet’s words be fulfilled: “Then all will 
see the salvation of God.” My friends, this Advent let us remember that 
people have been through a lot and are still experiencing a lot.  Let us 
remember the importance of acknowledging when we’ve been wrong 
and even hurtful to others.  And let us also remember to forgive, to live 
with kindness and compassion.  Let us remember repentance AND 
forgiveness.  May they change our hearts and minds, that all may know 
the incredible love and grace of God.  For this is truly the Way.  Amen. 


