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ADVENT 

Over the centuries, the season of Advent has meant different things to different groups of people. In 
the last fifty years, Christian resource stores, following the lectionary, sold millions of candles, each 
representing a week of Advent. The first week is Hope, the second Love, the third Joy, and the fourth 
week of Advent Peace. These are wonderful reminders of the hope we have in Christ, the love that 
God has in sending us His only Son, the Joy we share with the world because we have a Savior, and 
Peace, oh how we need Peace today. Jesus is our Prince of Peace. 

Prior to the last fifty years, many Christian traditions celebrated Advent as the season in which we 
anticipate the birth of our Savior. Jesus’ birth is one of if not the central message of the gospel. Truth 
be told, there would be no Easter if there were no Christmas. God came to earth in Jesus, was born, 
lived, and died. Christmas is crucial to our faith. And not just to believers, the Western calendar is 
divided up in the years before Jesus (B.C.) and the years after His birth (A.D.). A pretty important 
event to say the least. 

Before Advent came to symbolize our Lord’s birth, it also symbolized His second coming. For early 
Christians, Advent was the season they remembered Christmas, the Lord’s first coming while 
anticipating the rapture/resurrection of the dead, God’s second coming, when we are taken up with 
Him to live forever with our God. Advent then was both a time to remember as well as a time to long 
for. 

And truly that is where we believers have found ourselves over the last two thousand years. We are in 
between God’s first coming and God’s second coming. We are living in a period of “Here Now, but 
Not Yet.” We are told to pray that God’s kingdom will come on earth as it is in heaven. We are to 
work to bring about His kingdom. We are told that His kingdom arrived in the birth of Jesus; “the 
kingdom of God is at hand” the scriptures repeatedly tell us. However, we are reminded on a daily 
basis that though the Kingdom of God has broken through into our fallen world, it is “not yet.” We 
still suffer, we still lose, we still cry, we still sin. We are not yet what we will be. We are in between, 
we are in a liminal space.  

This Christmas, maybe more than any other, we find ourselves in between. In between a global 
pandemic, in between times of war, in between political unrest, and in between all the “-isms” that 
separate us. The good news is that God came, and God stayed, in the power of the Holy Spirit. During 
Advent I pray that you remember God’s greatest gift to us, His Son. I also pray that you anticipate the 
day where all things are made new again. In between, I pray that you reveal the gift of God’s love to 
your part of the world. He is already there; we just need to “unwrap” Him to those around us. 

Merry Christmas, 

 
The Abbotts 

 

 



 

But the Lord said to her, “My dear Martha, you are worried and upset over all these details!  There is only 
one thing worth being concerned about.  Mary has discovered it, and it will not be taken away from her.” 
 

Greetings, 
 

It’s that time of year where everything gets crazy.  Parties, worship services, charity work, family time, soon, 
if you are like me, you run out of you.  There have been years when I felt I didn’t have time even for 
God.  Which doesn’t make sense since we are celebrating his birthday.  During this holiday time, I invite you 
to join us for an hour of simply being in the presence of God every Wednesday evening at 6 p.m. 
 

The staff will be gathering to spend an hour in Soaking Prayer.  Soaking Prayer is a time where you have no 
agenda other than being with God.  You can physically join us in the Fireplace Room or spiritually join us at 6 
wherever you are.  I will share some tips with you to help you get started, but then listen for the voice of the 
Holy Spirit and embrace your time with him. 
 

Soaking prayer can be done with others or all alone.  Many like to go to a private place away from the noises 
of life.  You might start by putting on some instrumental or worship music.  Then grab a pillow and lie down 
on the couch, bed, or floor or climb into your favorite chair.  Whatever is comfortable. 
 

When you begin, your mind may be buzzing with all the things you think you need to do.  Don’t wrestle with 
them, just wait for them to settle, as you focus on the Holy Spirit.  Some people journal during this time, it’s 
up to you.  As you quiet yourself, begin reflecting on the cross and all that Jesus lovingly purchased for 
you.  Begin with confessing your sins and tell him about your deepest longing for your relationship with 
him.  Receive his forgiveness and listen for him to speak to you. 
 

Perhaps you will want to pray Romans 6:13b: “…give yourselves completely to God, for you were dead, but 
now you have new life.”  Tell God how much you love him, thank him for the many blessings he has given 
you.  Meditate on all the good you have gained from him and the ways he has taken care of you.  Ask him to 
totally fill your life with his presence, more of his glory and his fullness. 
 

You can’t do Soaking Prayer wrong.  Let God’s spirit lead you in this time of quiet.  The important thing is to 
let go of anything of this world that is keeping you out of God’s presence.  Open your heart to God.  Relax 
and just enjoy being still.  Rest in faith, believing he is working in you.  Respond to what you feel God is 
saying to you.  Most importantly, watch with expectancy as God moves in your life and in the world around 
you. 

 

Pastor Susan 

 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 



 

Lynessa Grossman, Children’s Minister 

 

 
 

Kids Corner  
 
 
I think it is safe to say that fall has most definitely arrived. The leaves are changing 
color and it is chilly outside. We are learning a lot in Sunday School and are talking 
about the plagues of Egypt now. We have some terrific conversations about why 
everything happened, and I love that the kids are getting really into it. We will be 
continuing to follow Moses' journey, and then we will take a little bit of a break for 
the holiday season and talk about the gifts of the spirit. I am so excited to teach 
about the gifts of the spirit and especially during the holiday season. We are going to 
have so much fun. 

That Thursday Thing has become one of my favorite things during the week. We have 
a group of kids that love to play games and hang out with us. Of course, we can't 
forget the food aspect of the evening either. If you would like to come and check it 
out, we would love to have you. You can find us here every Thursday from 4:30 to 6. If 
you have any questions about it, feel free to contact Kaleela or me. 

The Fall Festival was incredible. We had over 100 people come. There was a huge 
costume contest, and everyone loved the pizza. The most amazing thing I saw was 
that some community kids came early and helped us set up. The kids were willing to 
help set tables up and decorate for the festival, and they all had a smile on their 
faces. We also had two boys who stepped up and volunteered to work the games and 
be our costume judges. One of the kids even came and helped hand out pizza. I am so 
proud of all the kids and want to give them a massive thanks. It was an unforgettable 
evening, and I am looking forward to doing it again next year. 

 
Children’s Ministry Director, 

Lynessa Grossman 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Shortest Day 
December 21st from 10am-5pm 

@ St. Joe UMC 6004 Reed Rd. Ft. Wayne 
 

All youth 6-12th grade are invited to join us for a retreat on 
the shortest day of the year. There will be food, games, open 
gym, and a service project. There will also be time for open 
discussion while the focus for this event is on struggles with 
mental and emotional illness.  
 
Talk to Kaleela for more information 



 
 
 
 

Dollar Sundays - All loose $1.00 bills in the offering each Sunday will go toward Special Giving. 
   

                                          1st    Sunday  Food Bank                    
 
                                          2nd  Sunday  Youth Ministry   
  
                                          3rd  Sunday  Rising Stars   
 
                                          4th   Sunday  Engage      

                   

                                          5th   Sunday   The Blessing Fund                                                                                
 

 
 

Financial Notes 
December 2021 

 

$$$$ Sunday’s 

I wanted to share some of the impact of our $$$$ Sunday’s. The weekly donation of  your single dollar provides so much 
for others. 

Food Pantry – your dollars help purchase items that are needed and not donated, such as turkeys and hams for the 
holidays. Perhaps extra meats for larger families, or perhaps canned goods that are available from Associated Food 
Pantry but not free to us.  

Rising Stars – This school year we have provided our Bloomingdale teachers with a meal during Parent- Teacher 
conferences. Our teachers put in long days caring and teaching many students, it is a treat for them to have someone 
think of them, and love on them.   

Youth – Your $$$ this year have gone toward camp for some of our youth as well as a fun trip to the haunted forest or 
snacks during That Thursday Thing or Write 2 Read (study time).  

Blessing Fund – Your blessings have helped a single mother catch up on her rent, provided room and board for a time to 
a Grandmother, Mother and child.  

Engage – These dollars have helped us to have the neighborhood cook-outs, Trunk or Treat and helped with some of the 
other Youth Activities. This fund continues to serve our neighborhood and help us to reach out to others. 

52 Sundays – $52 dollars into each fund. Times say 20 people equals $1,040. That’s a lot of blessings from those $$$$$. 
Thank you 

 

Mary DeLaRosa, Finance Chair 

 

 

Mary DeLaRosa, Finance Chair 



Food  Pantry Needs 
 
Toothbrushes and toothpaste  
Feminine hygiene products 
Sugar 
Coffee 
Peanut Butter 
Monetary donations   

Thanks to all the volunteers, we wouldn't 
have a food bank without all of your help 
and support. God bless all of you! Be safe. ~ 

Mary Wine  

Church History  

Anniversary of the Dedication of Our Church Building 

 

Last month your comments and suggestions were requested regarding the 100th anniversary of the dedication of our 
building.  This will occur in October.  No responses were received.  Does this mean forget any celebration? Rededication 
during service, reception after service with cake and snacks, just a display with pictures and other items?  Trying to 
decide what should be done if anything.  Your responses are needed.  You will not be volunteering for a committee just 
by giving ideas. 

Regularly scheduled hours in the History Center will be put on hold until after the first of the year.  This is a busy time of 
year.  Please get in touch if you want to visit the archives.  You are always welcome to visit anytime on your own. 

Hours after January 1 will be back to a regular schedule:  Monday and Wednesday  - 10:00 – 12:30. Except for holidays. 

 
Pat Hippensteele 

Trinity Historian  
 

 

 

 

 

 

N-YAG   
(Not Young Adult Group) 

Mondays from 6:30-8 @ the Abbott House 
 

We have had a wonderful month with our Young Adults. There are occasional weeks 
every month that we are unable to meet for various reasons, but I think we always make the 
most of the times that we do gather. During one of our earlier group discussions, we found that 
there are a few chai tea connoisseurs among our ranks, so while I was away in Guatemala the 
group had a Chai Tea Night. Then just a couple weeks ago we had a night out at Apple Bee’s, 
to which we had one of the largest turnouts we have seen in quite awhile, with 8 of us able to 
attend. Even with conflicting schedules and more physical distance between some of our 
members, I have seen God at work in this group. Recently when praying and encouraging one 
another, I feel I have been reminded of Paul’s letters to the different churches in which he 
states, “Although I am absent from you in body, I am present with you in the 
spirit…”(Colossians 2:5) I have just recently felt like I am beginning to understand the idea 
that there is no distance in the spirit. No matter how far we are from one another, as brothers 
and sisters in Christ, we are always connected. Through difficult life events and shared 
struggles, the friendships formed have been such a blessing to me and have helped me 
continue to grow and persevere in faith. Thank you all for your prayers and support as our 
church family. 
 
Kaleela Grossman 



Community Rewards is easy to use. The more you shop 
with Kroger the more money Trinity will earn!  Trinity UMC 
thanks you all for your support.   
                  

Sign up by phone - Call 1-800-576-4377, option 3 
 
You will need:  
 

1. to inform them that you would like to sign up for 
community rewards   

2. your Kroger card number (located by the barcode)   
3. Your name and address   
4. Trinity Community rewards number IL722  

 

Shut Ins  
 

Arnold, Phyllis    10116 Goshen Rd  Fort Wayne, IN 46818  
 
Cook, Don       Greystone Nursing Home 10445 Dupont Oaks Blvd. Rm 400 Fort Wayne, IN  
                           46845  
 
McAlpin, Joan    260-486-5014  Apple Ridge 3320 State Blvd. Apt 202 Fort Wayne, IN  46805  
 
McLeod, Wanda 818 Louisedale Dr., Fort Wayne, IN 46808 
 
Meeks, Judy       260-424-0487  641 Greenlawn Ave Fort Wayne, IN 46808 
 
Moore, Lucille   260-579-5256 5250 Heritage Parkway, Fort Wayne, IN  46835 
 
Stevens, Berdina 7833 W. Jefferson Blvd. Rm 220, Fort Wayne, IN 46804 
 
 
 
 

Tech Training 
Saturday, December 11th at 10:00am in 

the balcony 
 

This is open for anyone interested in 
learning about our tech team or the new 

equipment we have. No experience 
needed! 

 
I would like to extend a huge THANK 

YOU to all of the amazing volunteers who have 
been helping behind the scenes with our 
technology needs. It takes a team to make it all 
work on a Sunday morning, and we have greatly 
appreciated everyone who has been willing to 
learn and try new things with us. I hope that we 
will continue to build our team with this next 
training, and help everyone be more comfortable 
with the different parts of the tech.  



Senior Pastor 
 

David Abbott 
pastor@trinityumcfw.org 

 260-422-7924 (w) 
260-222-4798 (c) 

Executive Pastor Susan Roehs 
execpastor@trinityumcfw.org 

260-422-7924 (w) 
484-432-2603 (c) 

Administrative  
Assistant 

Brittney Farkas 
office@trinityumcfw.org 

 260-422-7924 (w) 
260-302-4052 (c) 

 

Director of Youth  
Ministries/Contemporary  
Worship Leader 

Kaleela Grossman 
youth@trinityumcfw.org 

260-446-6476 (c) 

Choir Director 
Keyboardist 

Dan Herr 
music@trinityumcfw.org 

260-609-7686 (c) 

Food Pantry 
Mon, Wed, Fri  
9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 

Mary Wine 
Chet Wine 
 

260-417-3964 (c) 
262-607-0662 (c) 

Director of  
Children’s Ministry 

Lynessa Grossman 
children@trinityumcfw.org 

 
260-403-6345 (c) 

Custodian Breonna Bailey 260-312-6546 (c) 

Web Support Keith Hering 
consulting@keithhering.org 
 

260-482-8486 (c) 

Write 2 Read 
Tutoring Center 
By Appointment Only 

Executive Pastor  
Susan Roehs 

260-422-7924(w) 
484-432-2603 (c) 

                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you considered setting 

up an automatic payment 

for your tithe through your 

bank? Your tithe will come 

out of your account 

automatically on the same 

day each month.  One less 

thing to remember to do.   

If you need assistance with 

any of this please let us 

know so that someone can 

contact you and help you 

set this up. 

Mary DeLaRosa 

 

 



Rising Stars  

I am overwhelmed by the response to our schools for the FWCS Clothing Bank. Thank you to many who have donated 
items. 

I was blessed to be able to join Vicki Fisher in donating time at the Clothing Bank one week, I hope to be able to 
provide a few more hours in December. I was amazed at the size of the warehouse full of items that included not only 
clothing and coats but also shoes and hats and gloves, toiletries and book bags and lunch boxes. I almost thought no 
child should go without with all that is there. Until one of the ladies filling a need order told me about the 1,000 
children on the need list this year. It made me stop and pause because even though the warehouse seemed full, it 
was not enough. And 1,000 children is not even a dent in the needs or our students and homeless students in Fort 
Wayne. Again, I thank you for your donations. 

Our Bloomingdale teachers were blessed with a meal this last grading period during Parent- Teacher conferences. This 
is one of the ways that your $$$ Sunday giving helps our teachers.  

Please continue to pray for our teachers and students.  

Mary DeLaRosa 

Trinity Goes To Guatemala! 
 

I am excited to announce that we will be taking a 
group from Trinity UMC to Guatemala this Spring. 
This will be the first international missions trip for 

Trinity UMC in over 10 years. The current dates for 
this trip are April 1st – 8th.  This trip is open to all who 

are interested, but will require an application to be 
submitted and accepted. We will be having an 

informational meeting coming up soon, so stay tuned 
for that date to be announced. If you are interested or 

have any questions before the meeting, please feel free 
to contact me by email or phone.  

 
Kaleela Grossman 

youth@trinityumcfw.org 
(260)446-6476 

 

Angel Tree 

 
 

Trinity will be blessing some of our  
children in need this Christmas. These  
children are part of our local community, 
and  participate in That Thursday Thing.   
Names will be hung on the Mitten Tree located  
in the Narthex. If you would like to purchase some 
items, please select a name, then see Kaleela or 
Lynessa to select and purchase things on their 
wish list. Deadline for returning the gifts to the 
church is December 19th as they will be 
distributed prior to Christmas. Thank you in 
advance for sowing into the lives of these young 
people. 

mailto:youth@trinityumcfw.org


Trinity UMC has joined the Recycling Advantage Program.  Help us earn money by 
recycling your old electronic waste. 

 

 We will be collecting: 
 Cell Phones 

 Laptops/Tablets 
 Used printer cartridges 

 New unused printer cartridges 
 
 
 
 
 

You will find the box to collect your old electronic waste in the 
Narthex on the Welcome Center table. 

  December  2021   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 Timothy 2 

  
Pray for our 
shut-ins 
  

2 

2 Timothy 3 

  

Pray for the 
Afghan 
Refugees 

3 

2 Timothy 4 

  

Pray for Dan 

4 
  

5 
  

6 

Titus 1 

  

Pray for our 
food bank 
volunteers 

7 

Titus 2 

  

Pray for our 
Tech Team 

8 

Titus 3 

  

Pray for our 
congregation 

9 

Philemon 

  

Pray for Pastor 
David 

10 

Hebrews 1 

  

Pray for those 
who have 
Covid 

11 
  

12 
  

13 

Hebrews 2 

  

Pray for 
President 
Biden 

14 

Hebrews 3 

  

Pray for our 
community 

15 

Hebrews 4 

  

Pray for those 
with 
Addictions 

16 

Hebrews 5 

  

Pray for those 
who don’t 
know Jesus 

17 

Hebrews 6 

  

Pray for Vice 
President 
Harris 

18 
  

19 
  

20 

Hebrews 7 

  

Pray for 
Lynessa 

21 Start of Winter 

(Winter Solstice) 

Hebrews 8 

  

Pray for those 
in prison 

22 

Hebrews 9 

  

Pray for 
Brittney 

23 

Hebrews 10 

  

Pray for 
Kaleela 

24 

Hebrews 11 

  

Pray for the 
leadership of 
the UMC 

25 Christmas 
  

26 
  

27 

Hebrews 12 

  

Pray for Will 
in Guatemala 

28 

Hebrews 13 

  

Pray for Pastor 
Susan 

29 

James 1 

  

Pray for the 
Praise Team 

30 

James 2 

  

Pray for your 
Pastors’ 
families 

31 

James 3 

  

Pray for our 
world and 
Covid 

  



  December  2021   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

  

  

  

Prayer 6:00 
p.m. 

2 
  

 

That Thursday 
Thing 4:30-6 
p.m.  

3 
  
  
  

Office Closed 

4 
  

5 

 9 am Worship 

10:30 am Fireside 

6 
  

7 
  

8 
  
  
  
  

Prayer 6:00 
p.m. 

9 
  

 

That Thursday 
Thing 4:30-6 
p.m.  

10 
  
  
  

Office Closed 

11 
  

12 

 9 am Worship 

10:30 am Fireside 

13 
  

14 
  

15 
  
  
   

Prayer 6:00 
p.m. 

16 
  

 

That Thursday 
Thing 4:30-6 
p.m.  
 

17 
  
  
  

Office Closed 

18 
  

19 

 9 am Worship 

10:30 am Fireside 
 

Angel Tree 
Gifts Due 

20 
  

21 Start of Winter 

(Winter Solstice) 
  

22 
  
  
  
  

Prayer 6:00 
p.m. 

23 
  

 

That Thursday 
Thing 4:30-6 
p.m.  

24 

Christmas Eve 
Service (Time to 
be announced) 

25 

 
  

26 

 9 am Worship 

10:30 am Fireside 

27 

  

  

Office Closed 

28 
  
  
  

Office Closed 

29 
  
  

Office Closed 

  

No prayer this 
week. 

30 
  
  
  

Office Closed 

31 
  
  
  

Office Closed 

  

Prison Ministry  
 
 
God is opening so many doors for us here at Trinity to expand our ministry. We have 
recently been given the opportunity to correspond with some ladies who are 
incarcerated at Indiana Women’s Prison. Through our Engage fund we were able to 
purchase devotionals for several women there. They have reached out to us to thank 
the church for these gifts as they have been a blessing to their souls.  Currently there 
are over 2,500 women incarcerated at various Indiana Department of Corrections 
facilities. No matter how society may view them, God sees them as his daughters. In 
his letter to the church at Phillippi, The Apostle Paul, a prisoner himself writes;  “Finally, 
brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or 
praiseworthy—think about such things.” Philippians 4:8. To these women, the church's 
kindness and generosity is nothing short of praiseworthy. Please continue to pray for 
all who are incarcerated. If you would like to know more about what we are doing to 
help those imprisoned, please contact Brittney in the church office.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEKDAY MINISTRIES: 
               

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
609 Putnam Street 
Fort Wayne, IN  46808 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

THAT THURSDAY 
THING 
4:30 - 6:00PM 


