
Sermon – Dec. 5,  2021 - Advent 2 

 

By The Rev. Canon Dr. Lorne Mitchell  

 

May our reflections on scripture this day inspire us to be strong followers of Jesus in both 

word and action. Amen.  

 

This morning, in the spot where we normally have a psalm, we read a portion of the 

Gospel of Luke. The passage we read together is often referred to as the Song of 

Zechariah. Up until this moment, Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist has been mute 

- unable to speak. When Elizabeth, the mother of the child announces that her child will 

be named John, Zechariah agrees. Immediately his voice is freed and he begins to 

prophesy about the destiny of his child John: 

 

1:76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before 

the Lord to prepare his ways, 

1:77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins. 

1:78 By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, 

1:79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our 

feet into the way of peace." 

 

And in our gospel reading, also from Luke, we hear about how this prophecy came true: 

 

…the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.  

He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 

the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, "The 

voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 

straight.  

 

This being the second Sunday of Advent, we lit the candle for peace. That candle 

reminds us of a deep yearning that we – and all people – have. It is a desire to live 

peaceful lives. Lives that are not filled with anxiety, fear, threat and violence.  

 

By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us… to guide our 

feet into the way of peace." 

 

We yearn to live lives where peace is experienced deep in our hearts as well as in our 

families, communities and the world.  

 

Here at St. James we pray every week for people in conflict around the world – we pray 

that peace and reconciliation may prevail. This is a very genuine prayer from our 

hearts…    and yet we also know that peace can be complicated and elusive. It doesn’t 

happen without significant effort and commitment and a good dose of God’s grace. 

 

You see peace is not simply the absence of violent conflict. It’s far more complicated 

than that. Most conflict occurs because one group of people want to have control over 



another group of people. Many years ago, when South Africa was in the midst of trying 

to end the oppressive policies of Apartheid, the Anglican Archbishop of South Africa, 

Desmond Tutu famously proclaimed that “There can be no peace without justice”. In 

saying this, he was not simply choosing sides in the conflict; he was actually being 

guided by the teachings of the bible. There are many stories in the bible that show that 

unjust relationships lead to conflict – and often violent conflict.  

 

This morning, I would like to take a moment to expand on what Bishop Tutu meant. 

 

I will start by saying this: 

There is no peace without Justice; 

There is no Justice without Right Relationships; 

There are no Right Relationships without Forgiveness; 

There is no Forgiveness without Repentance; 

There is no Repentance without Truth. 

 

So as you can see, the path to peace is a little more involved than simply creating an 

absence of violence.  

 

Whether it is peace in the world, peace in your family or peace in yourself, the path to 

peace begins with Truth. The Truth about us is that indeed, we are all children of God. 

We are made in the image of God – God created all things and proclaimed that it was 

very good. Deep in our core we are of God and we have the ability to reflect God’s love 

in our lives.  

 

But the other part of the Truth is that we have our own Will. We have the ability to 

engage in behavior that cares for others, cares for oneself, and cares for God’s creation. 

In doing so we confirm and strengthen our relationships with others, ourselves, creation 

and God. On the other hand, we can choose to engage in behavior that hurts others, 

hurts ourselves, and hurts God’s creation. In doing so we damage our relationships with 

others, ourselves, creation and God.  

 

The Truth is that it is pretty much impossible to live one’s life without hurting someone 

from time to time. Sometimes they are simply bad choices; sometimes it feels as though 

regardless of what choice you make, someone will feel hurt; sometimes they can be quite 

unintentional. But nevertheless, aside from living in solitary confinement, we can’t live 

life without hurting one another from time to time.  

 

That’s why repentance and forgiveness are so important in our path to peace.  

That’s why John’s ministry of preparing the way of the Lord was all about repentence 

and forgiveness. 

 

I think it’s fair to say that we have all had ugly times in our lives. Times when we have 

suffered… times when we have inflicted suffering on others. John’s message is that 

Repentence and forgiveness is the way to move forward… the way to move in right 

relationship with God and others. 



 

If the people repent and turn their hearts to the Lord, there will be forgiveness and you 

will be set on the path toward peace. 

 

In the scriptures the prophets tell us that truth and repentence and forgiveness and 

righteousness and peace are all connected to one another. Here it is important to 

remember that the Hebrew word for righteousness essentially means being in a right and 

responsible relationship with others and God. In the Old Testament, for a person to be in 

right relationship with others and God – it required that you follow the commandments; 

observe the proper times of prayer and fasting; observe the cleansing rituals; and on high 

holy days make the appointed sacrificial offerings. Then you were righteous – you were 

in right relationship with others and God.  

 

From the New Testament perspective, it is similar and yet simplified. The essential 

difference is the shift from duty to love. Rather than it being your duty to follow the 

hundreds of commandments in the Torah, Jesus has told us to focus on the two big ones: 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength, and love your 

neighbor as yourself; On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. In 

other words, follow these two commandments and you will be righteous – you will be in 

right relationship with God and others. Do this and you will be on the path that leads to 

peace.  

 

Whether it be peace in the world, peace in our community, peace in our family or peace 

in our heart –  

The path that leads to peace starts with Truth;  

the truth of who we are and what we have done;  

that truth leads to the inevitable need for repentance;  

that leads to the yearning for mercy, to be forgiven;  

forgiveness leads to being in right relationship with others and God;  

being in right relationship means living in a community where justice can prevail;  

where justice prevails there is the opportunity for lasting and enduring peace. 

 

As Jesus said, the truth shall set you free… 

The Love of God is the overarching desire of God that we may travel on this road to both 

inner and outer peace. 

 

INFSHS  Amen. 

 

 


