
Countryside Community Church 
A United Methodist Fellowship 

Developing hearts for God in a Spirit-filled community; 
spreading God’s love and grace throughout the world! 

 
14011 Orchard Dr.   Clarks Summit, PA 18411 
countryside-church.org          570-587-3206 

 

Pastor - Rev. James Hollister 
Pianist - Bob Smith 

Lay Leaders - William Franklin and Stephen Green 

Celebration of The Lord’s Supper 
 Invitation to Communion 
 The Great Thanksgiving – UMH #15/ Sung Communion                 
                                                          Responses W&S 3172 a-c 

The Lord’s Prayer – TFWS #2278  
Communing Together 

 
 
Invitation to Give God’s Tithe and Our Offerings  

December’s basket collection goes to Community Intervention Center 

 

• Doxology - “As with Gladness Men of Old ”                                 to #92 (v3)  
 

• Prayer of Dedication            (https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/3281/       

worship-connection-december-5-2021, alt.)         

         We have prepared our homes, and our gifts, Lord, but we need       
help in preparing our spirits to receive Your message of Peace. Please 
use these gifts we offer to free all Your children from the stresses and 
strains of this time, and place Your peace which passes all our under-
standing in our hearts. For we ask this in Jesus' Name. AMEN. 

 

                                Sending Forth 

• Hymn - “We've a Story to Tell to the Nations ”        (UMH 569 (vv. 1, 3, 4) 

 
• Blessing  

L:  So this is the God that we serve: 
P:  God brings us the gift of His Son 
  so that our hearts can be full of Peace. 

L:  So we can go into our days absolutely fearlessly as we continue 
  together 
P:  To develop hearts for God in a Spirit-filled community 
  and to spread God’s Love and Grace throughout the 

world. 
L:  May the God of hope fill you                   (from Romans 15:13) 
  with all joy and peace as you trust in Him,  
  so that you may overflow with hope  
  by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
P:  And also with you.  Amen! 

 
Postlude 

• Indicates to please stand as you are able. 

 

Sunday, December 5, 2021 

Protective face masks and social distancing are strongly  
encouraged for today’s worship gathering. 

 



Preparation and Praise 
Gathering Songs 

“It’s Christmas Medley” (Tomlin, Cash)               CCLI Song # 7050425  

 
Announcements 
 
Greeting and Welcome  (Laine Murphy) 
 
Call to Worship - from https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/3281/ 
                                                         worship-connection-december-5-2021  

L:  Welcome today to this time of preparation. 
P:     Although we have been preparing for celebrations,  
           we come seeking to prepare our hearts  
            to receive God's Good News. 
L: Get ready! The Lord is bringing to us Hope and Peace.  
P:      How wonderful it is that the Lord is showering us with Peace. 
L: Open your hearts and let your spirits be quieted.  
              Be at peace with the Lord. 
P:      Lord, prepare our lives and bring us peace. AMEN. 
 

• Hymn - “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates “         (UMH 213) 

• Lighting of the Candles 
 
Opening Prayer                https://www.workingpreacher.org/wp-content/uploads/ 

2021/07/narrative_lectionary_worship_2021-22_rev.pdf  (alt.) 

P:    God of hope, 
        How often have we found ourselves in exile,  
                separated from Your presence! 

        Restore us,  
                and let us find You when we seek You.  

We pray in the name of Jesus Christ,  
       the hope of the world. Amen. 

 

Proclamation and Response   
 

Scripture Reading -            Matthew 2:7-12 

Scripture Response 

       L: The Word of God  
        for the People of God 

       P: Thanks Be To God.   Amen. 

December 5, 2021    Second Sunday of Advent 
 

Today’s worship service is being recorded and live streamed on our website. 
Cameras and microphones are in use throughout the sanctuary. 

 

Hearing assistance receivers are available for your use.  
You may pick one up at the sound booth at the rear of the sanctuary. 

Childrens’ Sermon                                                                    Pastor Jim   

Advent Wreath Hymn     O Come, O Come, Emmanuel         UMH 211 v7 

 
Special Music - “Angels We Have Heard on High” 
 
Scripture Reading -              Zechariah 7:1-13  
Scripture Response 

       L:    The Word of God 

           for the People of God 

       P:            Thanks Be To God.   Amen. 
  

Message-The Heart That Grew Three Sizes: When Christmas Isn’t Christmas 
                                                                                Jim Hollister  

 
Hymn -  “We Three Kings ”                                                               UMH 254  
 
Joys and Concerns 
Prayer 

 
      THANKSGIVING AND COMMUNION 
Prayer of Confession, Assurance and Pardon      UMH 892 (alt.) 
       Our heavenly Father, 
       who by Your love has made us, 
               and through Your love has kept us, 
               and in Your love would make us complete: 
       We humbly confess that we have not loved You 
               with all our heart and soul and mind and strength, 
               and that we have not loved one another 
               as Christ has loved us. 
      Your life is within our souls, 
               but our selfishness has hindered You. 
               We have not lived by faith. 
               We have resisted Your Spirit. 
               We have neglected Your inspirations. 
       Forgive what we have been; 
                help us to amend what we are; 
                and in Your Spirit direct what we shall be; 
       that You may come into the full glory of Your creation, 
                in us and in all people; 
                through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
        all pray making specific silent confession of sin    
 
    If anyone does sin,                                  from I John 2:1 (CEB) 
    we have an advocate with the Father,  
    Jesus Christ the righteous One.   
    He is God’s way of dealing with our sins,  
    not only ours, but the sins of the whole world 
              Thanks be to God. 


