The Fear of the Lord
Malachi 1:6-14

The word “fear” tends to have a negative connotation.  Lately, we have been surrounded by an atmosphere of fear and this fearfulness can be destructive to our faith.  However, Scripture describes a positive fear, a fear that can be an antidote for paralyzing fear.  The fear of the Lord!

I.    What Is This Positive Fear?

A. Defined – To fear the Lord is not to be
__________ of Him!  
It is R_____________/R____________

1.  Servile –
2.  Filial (Heb. 12:9)

B. Two Dangers –

1.  Fear-filled – 
2.  Complacent (Mal. 1:6)

II.	Why Do We Need This Fear?

A. Off-sets Destructive Fear (Acts 4:19)

B. Motivates Us to Obey (Prov. 9:10)  

C. Opens Up God’s Guidance/Grace (Ps. 25:12)

III.	 Can I Engender This Fear? 
            
        A.  Seeing God as He is (Isa. 6)        
   
        B.  Realizing I am Accountable (I Cor. 3:13-15)

We often place a strong emphasis on the love of God, and this is important.  However, there needs to be a balance.  We need to develop and maintain the fear (reverence) of the Lord!


Going Deeper:

1. Would you describe yourself as a fearful person or one who tends to be fearless?  What factors have contributed to this disposition?

2. Have you ever thought of “fear” in a positive light or have you always attached a negative connotation to this emotion?

3. If someone asked you to explain the concept of the Fear of the Lord, how would you respond?  Are there any contemporary illustrations of this idea?

4. We have talked about the proper balance in our concept of God between His love and our fear of Him.  How can such a balance be maintained?

5. Do you think we have become too familiar with the way we treat God?  Have we lost the reverence He deserves as our King?

6. Personal: If you had to choose, would you describe yourself as predominantly one who sees God as a loving Father or do you see Him as One who is to be feared?  What has influenced this focus?


Questions for Our Kids:  

1. What is one thing that you find very scary?  Can being scared ever be a good thing (fear of a hot stove)?

2. When you think of God, what picture comes into your mind?  How do you see Him (King, Father, Grandfather)?

3. When the Bible talks about fearing the Lord, it does not mean to be scared of Him.  God is a loving God and we can always feel safe with Him.  But we are supposed to “respect” Him.  How can we show respect to God?
