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Welcome to Holy Hermits Online Worship

2nd Sunday of Advent

“Peace”

Prep: Jamee
Proofing: Chris
Tech-support: 
Broadcaster: Jamee
Leader: Jamee
Preacher: Jamee
LA: Kieron
Reader 1: Julie M
Reader 2: Paul

Church Bell: https://youtu.be/Aegjj5a7SIs

https://youtu.be/Aegjj5a7SIs


The Lord is coming! 
Prepare the way. 

The Lord is coming! 
We are making ready,
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The Greeting
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Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight.

Every valley shall be filled, 
and every mountain and hill be made low;

the crooked will be made straight, 
and the rough ways be made smooth.

All people shall see the salvation of God, 
and we come now to worship.

All: Holy God,
help us to prepare a way for the Lord in our lives;
a way for your Spirit to change our hearts. Amen.

Gathering Invitation and Prayer



4

The Trisagion

All: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy 
and immortal, have mercy on us.
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Sentence

LA: ‘By the tender mercy of our God, the 
dawn from on high will break upon us, to 

give light to those who sit in darkness and 
in the shadow of death, to guide our feet 
into the way of peace.’ Luke 1.78–79
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All: We come to praise you, Lord, God of Israel and all the Nations.
We come to you who set your people free.
We come to you who guides us into the way of peace.
We come to you as we journey through Advent
and prepare to welcome, once again, the Christ child. Amen.

Centering Prayer
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Hymn: O Come O Come Emmanuel
https://youtu.be/UH7asSGxAxA

https://youtu.be/UH7asSGxAxA
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There are signs of God 
and we are blind to them,
there are voices that cry out 
and we close our ears to them.
There are signs of people’s need 
and we do not see them,
and cries of those in pain 
and we pass them by.
There are signs of God’s kingdom to be seen,
and the voice of the Holy Spirit to be heard:
O God, forgive us when we ignore you
and ignore our neighbours, near and far. Amen.

Preparing for confession



Introduction to confession
The Lord comes, bringing to light 
things now hidden in darkness, and 
disclosing the purposes of the heart.

Silence may be kept

Let us open our hearts and prepare 
for his coming, confessing our sins in 
penitence and faith.
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All:

Merciful God, our maker and our judge,
we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, and in what we have failed to do:
we have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.
Father, forgive us.
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness 
of life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



The Absolution

Almighty God who has promised forgiveness to 
all who turn to him in faith; pardon you and set 
you free from all your sins, strengthen you in 
all goodness and keep you in eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Collect prayer

God of our salvation,
you straighten the winding ways of our hearts

and smooth the paths made rough by sin:
keep our hearts watchful in holiness,

and bring to perfection the good you have begun in us.
We ask this through him whose coming is certain,

whose Day draws near, your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



Kids’ Time 13
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1st Reading: Malachi 3.1-4

1 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and 
the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The 
messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, 
says the Lord of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and 
who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like 
fullers’ soap; 3 he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will 
purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until 
they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 4 Then the offering 
of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old 
and as in former years.

For the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Song of Zechariah
Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel: 
you have come to your people and set them free.
You have raised up for us a mighty Saviour: 
born of the house of your servant David.
Through your holy prophets, you promised of old: 
to save us from our enemies, from the hands of all who hate 
us, 
To show mercy to our forebears: 
and to remember your holy covenant.
This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham: 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
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Free to worship you without fear: 
holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life.
And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High: 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way,
To give God’s people knowledge of salvation: 
by the forgiveness of their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God: 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of 
death: 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
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2nd Reading: Philippians 1.1-11

1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in 
Philippi, with the bishops and deacons: 2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 I thank my God every time I remember you, 4 constantly 
praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 5 because of your sharing in the 
gospel from the first day until now. 6 I am confident of this, that the one who began a 
good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It is right for 
me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you 
share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defence and 
confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the 
compassion of Christ Jesus. 9 And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and 
more with knowledge and full insight 10 to help you to determine what is best, so that on 
the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11 having produced the harvest of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.

For the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Prayer before Gospel

All: Advent God,
you prepared your people for your coming,
you gave your Word to us through prophets and priests,
through stories told and retold,
through the history of time,
through the written word,
through the spoken word,
but always your word.
As Christmas lights begin to dazzle us,
we know that your glory is way beyond their transfixing 
power.
Advent God, we adore you,
and we bring ourselves before you just as we are. Amen.
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The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Luke 
Chapter 3 beginning at the 1st verse.

All: Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ

1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the 
region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2 during the high-
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in 
the wilderness.
3 He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins, 4 as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet 
Isaiah,
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his 
paths straight. 5 Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made 
low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; 6 and 
all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’

This is the Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.
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The Sermon
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Hymn: Deep Peace 
https://youtu.be/fD9Ook_bp0w

Curated by Paul

https://youtu.be/fD9Ook_bp0w


The Greeting of Peace

We are the body of Christ
His Spirit is with us

The peace of the Lord be always 
with you.

And also with you.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving before intercessions 

We thank you, God, for your richness.
We thank you for the way your light lets us see the world and its people.
We thank you for diversity and difference in people and places.
We thank you for signs and symbols and glimpses of your kingdom.
We thank you for bolts out of the blue that reveal you to us
and for the tiny flame that offers us assurance.
We thank you for your care through the hands of others,
hands of family, hands of friends and hands of strangers.
We thank you that in others we see you
and that through seeing you we see them in different ways.
We thank you that in wilderness experiences you come to us,
that you come in word or deed, that you come in touch or gift,
that you come in cacophony or whisper, but come you do.
We are all your people, all your children, all your flock,
and for us all you care – to you we give our thanks and praise.
Amen.
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Intercessions 

As we light candles to celebrate Advent and as we reflect on your words so, Lord God, our 
thoughts turn now beyond our needs, beyond our pains, to those of your children’s, whose 
cries and anguish trouble and disturb us.

Merciful, caring God
Hear our prayers.

News seems to surround us, piling one tragedy on top of another, the world seems a hard 
place and our tears are for those whose pain is etched deeply within their being, 
for those cast out of their own lands, pause
cast adrift from family and friends, pause
thrown into the arms of strangers, pause
some of whom are caring and some who are not.

Merciful, caring God
Hear our prayers.
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For those who trudge through strange lands looking for guidance with hope for a better 
future, straddling borders, hoping; pause
for those who have nothing but what they stand in and walk with; pause
for those who risk life and limb in fragile boats seeking escape from poverty and tragedy but 
so often finding both and left seeking safety, welcome, warmth and security. pause

Merciful, caring God
Hear our prayers.

For the homeless nearer to home who have no walls to shelter them, no place to cocoon them, 
no safety to protect them, no family to support them and little hope for a settled 
future. pause

Merciful, caring God
Hear our prayers.
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For those who live with hunger, not just of the spirit, but of the body; pause
for those families who can’t manage proper meals and nutrition, who eek out the pennies the best 
they can; pause
for those who have the courage to seek foodbank help and for those who greet and meet them 
when they stretch out for the food that is given; pause
for those who are cold and hungry, not just of body because they can’t afford heating and food, 
but cold of friendship and the warmth of love. Pause

Merciful, caring God
Hear our prayers.
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For families impacted by Covid and all its ramifications; pause
for those for whom the illness itself has deprived them of health and well-being, short and 
long term; pause
for those who have seen family and friends lose their battles for life and who have 
not been near at the time of death and those who will have an empty seat at the Christmas 
table; pause
for those who are separated by the miles, by country and continent, who have missed so 
much growing up and growing old; pause
for those who are fearful of vaccines, those unable to have vaccines, those deprived of 
vaccines, those who develop and deliver vaccines. Pause

Merciful, caring God
Hear our prayers.

For countries at war with others and with themselves, where peace is a distant memory and a 
very distant prospect; pause
for those who keep the candle of hope burning believing that in the end peace will prevail.

Merciful, caring God
Hear our prayers.
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For those who are trapped in cycles of violence, we ask your peace to shelter them. pause
For those who live in fear of losing loved ones, we ask your presence to comfort them. pause
For those who live with chronic pain and illness, we ask your transforming love to make them 
whole. pause
For those we are concerned for, we ask your peace naming them now aloud or in our hearts. pause
We especially hold before you: Douglas; Chris; Lee, Thom and Ben; Robyn and Lulubelle; May; Jim 
and Margo; Ray; Mark & Michelle; Wiggles; Alan and those gathering to farewell Min this week; 
Revae; Archdeacon Lizzie and Bishop Cam.
Merciful, caring God
Hear our prayers.

For those who explore new spaces in your name, we ask your guiding hand to lead them.
We especially ask your blessing on us at Holy Hermits Online, and St John's Cathedral Brisbane as 
we step further into our partnership - for Fleur and Leonie as they attend their first Cathedral 
Council meeting this week.
We ask your presence to guide the pioneering Anglicans in the Metaverse with discernment for 
how we can witness for you in the virtual world, especially asking that you bless Rev'd Sean who 
you have called to lead in this space and others who are joining in the conversation.
Merciful, caring God
Hear our prayers.
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For those striving earnestly for Climate change to be tackled with care and justice, 
acknowledging the inter-dependency of nature, of plants and animals, microbes and humans;
for all who seek to quell the needless destruction of our fragile world and who strive for the 
best that humanity can be; pause
for those feeling the impact of climate change, snow and storms, tropical lows, cyclones and 
gales, floods and droughts and fires beyond what is expected. pause
Merciful, caring God
Hear our prayers.

For those who have never heard the message of Advent hope, who have never encountered the 
presence of the Christ child, who have never felt their hearts moved by the Christmas story 
of Emmanuel, God with us.
May their lives be touched by those of us who meet them, whose lives touch ours and ours 
theirs.

Merciful, caring God
Hear our prayers.
And let our cries come unto you.
Amen.
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• •The Anglican Church of Burundi

• •The Diocese of Ballarat: †Garry Weatherill; Clergy and 
People

• •The Parish of Fortitude Valley: Rodney Wolff, Thomas 
Brown, Stephen Redhead, Colin Roberts

• •Maryborough Correctional Centre: Rimaati Skyner, William 
Skyner & Melissa Marshall

• •Coomera Anglican College, Coomera: Principal -Mark Sly; 
Chaplain –Vacant; Chair of School Council -Stephen Knott; 
members of College Council; staff & students

Pray Daily Cycle of Prayer



Let us join together in the prayer which Jesus gave us saying:

All: Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 
and for ever.  Amen.
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Devotions
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Lighting The Advent Wreath: Peace 
LA: In a world of unrest, where war and oppression are rife,  
where destruction and hate are the norm and peace is far 
from us,  Lord, we call upon you to come.  
Come, Lord Jesus, Come   

We long for hope, and pray for peace,  as we await the God of 
Love in the promised child,  Lord we call upon you to come.    
Come, Lord Jesus, Come. 

In this season of Advent, we await the time of peace,  where 
all humanity may live in harmony and unity.  We await the 
birth of the Prince of Peace,  the Promised Child, who comes 
into our lives in a new way.   
Come, Lord Jesus, Come 
Come and bring us your peace. 
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The Candle of Peace is lit.

All: God of hope, who brought love into this world, 
be the love that dwells between us. 

God of hope, who brought peace into this world, 
be the peace that dwells between us. 

God of hope, who brought joy into this world, 
be the joy that dwells between us. 

God of hope, the rock we stand upon, 
be the light, and focus of our lives. Amen. 
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Christmas is coming the Church is glad to sing
https://youtu.be/a9Q4YeEH7I4

https://youtu.be/a9Q4YeEH7I4
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A Personal Prayer for each of us in the silence

Father of Creation,
you have made us a little lower than the angels,
and a little higher than the creatures who live on the earth.
Give us a longing to help others to achieve the best they 
can.
Amen.
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Hymn – Peace in the valley for me 
https://youtu.be/SSFFciPS-xA

Curated by Viki

https://youtu.be/SSFFciPS-xA
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All: May the road we travel be smooth and straight,
every rut filled in, every bump smoothed out,
any diversions easy to navigate,
any obstacles easy to manoeuvre round.
May good companions share our journey,
and may we be voices for good in the world,
a sign of Jesus’ love for all.
We pray in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Sending Prayer



The Blessing. 
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Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, and 
make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain 
with you always. Amen.



Notices

• Tithing Online accessible at holyhermits.com.au Give page.

• Singing the Song Advent Study this Wednesday

• The Quiet Christmas on 17th Dec 7pm – Blue Christmas 

offering – who needs this in your life?

https://holyhermits.com.au/give
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Dismissal.

Go in peace to love and serve the 
Lord.

In the name of Christ, Amen.
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Extra seasonal resources developed by Roots on the Web

“Anything but a silent night” by Lillian Jane Neal


