
 

  
  
  

  

     Have you ever felt stuck in the past? It has been quite a year. Many
people will spend time at the end of the year looking back on the various
events and happenings. This last year (or two?) has brought many unique
challenges to our world. Pandemics, politics, losses, and changes have
affected us all. And if we aren’t careful, we will get stuck in the events of
the past. 
     I have been preaching through the book of Acts this year, and the first
chapter brings a warning to not being stuck in the past. After the ascension
of Jesus, the disciples are gathered together. It would seem they are
struggling with the past, specifically with Judas’s betrayal of Jesus. 
Can you picture the scene? Judas has committed the ultimate betrayal of
the Messiah. The disciples are feeling the betrayal all over again, because
Jesus is gone. I can imagine they are sitting around, discussing their once-
friend, Judas. They have forgotten that Jesus said what to do next. They
have forgotten that God had a plan. They are stuck in the events of the
past. 
     In verse 16 of Acts chapter 2, we see Peter stand up. This is the first
recorded message of Peter after the ascension, and the first thing Peter
addresses is the past. He explains that Judas’s betrayal had to happen, that
it fulfilled prophecy, and that it was, in fact, now over. He encourages the
disciples in what is a practical lesson for all of us: when you feel stuck in
the past, let go and look ahead.  The disciples move forward, choosing
Matthias to take the place of Judas as a witness of the resurrection. They
number 12 again. And the next chapter opens with Peter preaching at
Pentecost and over 3,000 being saved! God had a perfect plan. 
     As we close out 2021, regardless of how your year was, I would
encourage you to not get stuck in the events of the past.  Let go of the past
and look ahead to all that God has for the future. We all need to be busy
sharing the gospel with this world. 
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     I rarely have time to read for fun these days. But a few months ago, during a particularly busy season, I
decided to read a Christian mystery novel. I was grabbing a few minutes of reading time here and there,
mostly at night after our children were in bed. One night, though, I was at such an intriguing part of the book
that I kept tossing and turning all night, until I finally got up at 3 AM to finish the exciting finale. 
     Similarly, in our Christian journey, it can be tempting to be frustrated that we don’t know the end of the
story. I mean, we know that all things will work together for good. We know God is in control. But then life
gets hard and we find ourselves tossing and turning through our days and nights, wondering if God is indeed
writing a perfect story of our life. 
     I found a valuable lesson in II Kings 5 and the story of Naaman of Syria and the little Israelite maid. Here is
a little maid who was kidnapped from her home and made into a slave. Overnight, she lost her family, her
friends, and her home. She had every reason to doubt God. And yet she kept her faith. Along comes Naaman,
the captain of the very host that captured this little girl and took everything away from her. He has leprosy.
He can’t hug his children or kiss his wife. He is separated from everything and everyone. He literally has no
hope. 
     The little maid, the one who lost everything except her faith, speaks a word of truth regarding Naaman.
She who lost everything because of him, shares her faith in the one true and living God with him. A
kidnapped little maid brought God from Israel to Syria, and in one bold statement, she gave hope. And
Naaman is healed of his leprosy because of the little maid’s faith. 
     You see, sometimes, we have to enter a valley in order to be at the right place, at the right time, to share
our God with someone else.  God already knows the end of our story. He isn’t sleepless at night, tossing and
turning and wondering how our life will turn out. Instead, He is intricately planning the valleys and mountains,
the ups and downs, the highs and lows, yes--even the good and bad-- in our life, so we can be at the right
place at the right time to share Jesus. 
      The next time you find yourself struggling to trust the author of your story with the writing of it,
remember that He is placing you exactly where you need to be, at exactly the moment you need to be there,
so someone can see Jesus in you. 


