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FIRST UNITED CHURCH 
16 William Street West, Waterloo, Ontario 
(519) 745-8487   www.firstunitedchurch.ca 

Building Relationships. Living God's Transforming Love. 
 

Sunday, December 5, 2021 - Advent 2 - PEACE 
 

WE ARE GATHERED FOR WORSHIP 
 

Prelude O Come, O Come Emmanuel        David Cherwien 
I Wonder as I Wander       Robert Lau 
People, Look East             Dale Wood 

 
Advent Message from the Moderator of the United Church Video 
 
Acknowledgement of the Land     Rev. Rose Ann Vita  

We acknowledge that the land on which First United Church, 16 William Street West, 
Waterloo, resides are the lands traditionally used by the Haudenosaunee, Anishinaabe, and 
Neutral People. We also acknowledge the enduring presence and deep traditional 
knowledge, laws, and philosophies of the Indigenous Peoples with whom we share this land 
today. We are all treaty people with a responsibility to honour all our relations. May it be so. 
Amen 

 
Welcome and Announcements     Rev. Rose Ann Vita 

First United Church is a vibrant community located in uptown Waterloo. It is the site of many 
events organized by the church and many community groups, such as Noonhour Concerts, 
English at First, Multicultural Theatre, and Baily's Local Foods, a weekly farmer's market 
during the summer months. As you are aware, our Sunday services are livestreamed as well 
as attended in-person, and recordings of our services are available on our webpage for an 
extended time. 
 
People at First United Church love to welcome people of all ages and stages of life as we live 
out our mission of "Building Relationships, Living God's Transforming Love."  
First United Church strives to be an inclusive community, affirming people of diverse 
backgrounds and those who express their sexuality through all orientations and gender 
identities.  
 
If you would like to know more about First United Church, don't hesitate to contact myself, 
the Rev. Rose Ann Vita, or my colleague, the Rev. Harry Disher. If you would like to receive 
our church newsletter, contact the church office. Contact information is on our web page 
(FirstUnitedChurch.ca). We hope that you feel welcome here today and that during this time 
of worship you experience God's transforming love.  
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath - Week 2 - PEACE   Video 

 
Begin with one candle lit. 
 

Hymn:  
1. O come and be the hope in all our lives / Though chaos and confusion still survive. / 
We know the path of hate all too well.  / We need our God with us, Emmanuel! / Rejoice, 
rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to us, and all things shall be well. 
 
2. O come and bring your peace upon the earth  / That even now still longs for its 
rebirth / We seek to move and live in your ways.  / Guide us to peace and justice all our days. 
/ Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to us, and all things shall be well  
 
A Reading from Malachi 3:1-4    Andy Yuan & Family 
 "Now pay attention! I am sending my Messenger to prepare the way for me. The One 
you seek will suddenly come to the Temple, the one who brings my message, the one whom 
you long for will come," says God the Almighty. 
 But who can endure the day of that Coming? Who can stand firm when that One 
appears? That day will be like a smelter’s fire, a launderer’s soap. The One will preside as 
refiner and purifier, purifying God's children, refining them like gold and silver— then they 
will once again make offerings to God in righteousness.  Then their offerings will be pleasing 
to God as they were in former days, in the years long past. 

 
Prayer: 
 When conflict seems never-ending, relationships rocky, when we want to deny and pretend, 
the Holy invites us to make space for truth-telling, and we find Peace.  

 (Peace candle is lit)  
Where in the world do we find Peace these days? 
 

 Response: 
All: Let us be at peace with our bodies and our minds. Let us return to ourselves and 
become wholly ourselves. Let us be aware of the source of being, common to us 
all and to all living things. Evoking the presence of the Great Compassion, let us fill 
our hearts with our own compassion – towards ourselves and towards all living 
beings. Let us pray that we ourselves cease to be the cause of suffering to each 
other. With humility, with awareness of the existence of life, and of the sufferings 
that are going on around us, let us practice the establishment of peace in our hearts 
and on earth.    —Thich Nhat Hanh (b. 1926) 
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Opening Hymn People Look East    VU 9 
1 People, look east. The time is near 
  of the crowning of the year. 
 Make your house fair as you are able, 
 trim the hearth and set the table. 
 People, look east and sing today: 
  Love the guest is on the way. 
 
2 Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 
  one more seed is planted there: 
 give up your strength the seed to nourish, 
 that in course the flower may flourish. 
 People, look east and sing today: 
  Love the rose is on the way. 
 
3 Birds, though you long have ceased to build, 
  guard the nest that must be filled; 
 even the hour when wings are frozen 
 God for fledging time has chosen. 
 People, look east and sing today: 
  Love the bird is on the way. 
 
4 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 
  one more light the bowl shall brim, 
 shining beyond the frosty weather, 
 bright as sun and moon together. 
 People, look east and sing today: 
  Love the star is on the way. 
 
5 Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 
  Christ who brings new life to earth. 
 Set every peak and valley humming 
 with the word, the Lord is coming. 
 People, look east and sing today: 
  Love the Lord is on the way. 

 
Message for All Ages "Say Something"     Video 
 

 
WE ARE INSPIRED BY SCRIPTURE, SERMON, AND SONG 

 
Music Ministry The King Shall Come    Robert Hobby 
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Scripture: Luke 3:1-6         Muriel Omand-Naylor 
 
The Proclamation of John the Baptist  
 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region 
of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas 
and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went 
into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 

‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
    make his paths straight. 
Every valley shall be filled, 
    and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
    and the rough ways made smooth; 
 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 
   
  Hear with your hearts what the Spirit is saying within these words. 

 
Sermon  Say Something!     Rev. Rose Ann Vita 
 
Sermon Hymn  We Are All Called to be Disciples VU 507 

1 Today we all are called to be 
  disciples of the Lord, 
 to help to set the captive free, 
  make ploughshare out of sword, 
 to feed the hungry, quench their thirst, 
  make love and peace our fast, 
 to serve the poor and homeless first, 
  our ease and comfort last. 
 
2 God made the world and at its birth 
  ordained our human race 
 to live as stewards of the earth, 
  responding to God's grace. 
 But we are vain and sadly proud, 
  we sow not peace but strife, 
 our discord spreads a deadly cloud 
  that threatens all of life. 
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3 Pray justice may come rolling down 
  as in a mighty stream, 
 with righteousness in field and town 
  to cleanse us and redeem. 
 For God is longing to restore 
  an earth where conflicts cease, 
 a world that was created for 
   a harmony of peace. 
 
4 May we in service to our God 
  act out the living Word, 
 and walk the road the saints have trod 
  till all have seen and heard. 
 As stewards of the earth may we 
  give thanks in one accord 
 to God who calls us all to be 
  disciples of the Lord. 

 
 

WE GIVE FROM WHAT WE HAVE RECEIVED 
 

Call for the Offering        Rev. Harry Disher 
  
Dedication         Rev. Harry Disher  

Bless all the gifts we offer this day, O God 
the gifts of our money, our abilities, our time, our spirits and the “Green Bag” gifts we 
bring to bless the lives of those we care for and help through Fridays at First. Take these 
gifts as the yarn of our loving and our living. Weave these gifts into the tapestry of your 
mission of justice and wholeness. In your weaving, may we be blessed together with our 
gifts, enlivening your creation with rainbow hues of possibility: more hope, more peace, 
more joy, more love, more of your goodness and grace and power having impact on 
peoples’ lives and on the evolution of creation into fullness.  
 
So we pray in the name of Jesus, our Light. Amen   

 
Response: Come Now, O God of peace   VU 34  

we are your people; 
pour out your spirit 
that we be one body. 
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Prayers of the People     Rev. Rose Ann Vita & Muriel Omand-Naylor
    

The God of all time and space is in this place.  
Come, Creating God; shape us according to your hopeful vision.  
Come, Living Christ; reveal to us your way of peace.  
Come, Holy Spirit; stir us to the gift and joy of compassion.  

Loving God, to you we raise our hearts and voices.  
Shine your light of love in us and in all that we do.  

 
Praying for Transformation  
Holy One, in Jesus you reveal true power in humility and true strength in peace.  
You pray that we all may be one, that we would seek the good of others before our own.  As 
the nations rage, you come with no weapon and no threat, revealing the Way of Love: the 
soil in which change for the better takes root. Inspire us to be witnesses to truth, that we 
might share in the work of your kingdom: peace and justice and plenty for all.  

God of Hope, we long for change. Bring peace to your world and people.  
We pray these things and offer now the unspoken prayers of our hearts … (silence)  
 
Response: Come Now, O God of peace   VU 34 

we are your people; 
pour out your spirit 
that we be one body. 

 
Praying for Ourselves  
As we end this time of prayer, Loving God, we pray also for ourselves, for those who are 
gathered this day…  

• We pray for peace within our souls, borne of trust in you, your faithfulness, and your 
presence in all things.  

• We pray for strength to lift our voices for what is good and right to speak with those 
who have been shut out, shouted down, or forgotten.  

• We pray for the courage to speak truth in love, the compassion to listen for the 
brokenness of others, and to hear your voice in their words.  

• We pray for your healing Spirit upon all whom we call to mind… (silent prayer)  
We pray these things in the name of the One Who Comes, Jesus the Christ, the One who is 
Wisdom, Freedom, Transformation, Courage, Justice, Respect, Redemption.  

Come to us, abide with us, our Lord, Emmanuel. Amen.  
 
 Response: Come Now, O God of peace  VU 34 

  we are your people; 
pour out your spirit 
that we be one body. 
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WE GO TO BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING 
 

Sending Hymn  Isaiah 40 – Prepare the Way  VU 882 
 

1 Prepare the way, O Zion, 
 your Christ is drawing near! 
 Let every hill and valley 
 a level way appear. 
  Greet One who comes in glory,  
  foretold in sacred story. 
  O blest is Christ that came 
  in God's most holy name. 
 
2 Christ brings God's rule, O Zion; 
 he comes from heaven above. 
 His rule is peace and freedom, 
 and justice, truth, and love. 
  Lift high your praise resounding, 
  for grace and joy abounding.  R 
 
3 Fling wide your gates, O Zion,  
 your Saviour's rule embrace. 
 And tidings of salvation 
 proclaim in every place. 
  All lands will bow rejoicing, 
  their adoration voicing.  R 

 
Blessing         
 Go now in peace, knowing that wherever we go, 

the Spirit of God has already been there before us. 
 
Commissioning        
 The time of worship is ended and so we return to our homes. 

May we do so with the assurance that in this bewildering time,  
God loves each one of us unconditionally.  
 
The Spirit of God is our guiding light,  
pointing to the way of extreme compassion.  
And sometimes, sometimes God is mischievous and  
surprises us with abundant grace and prophetic words. Amen! 

 
Postlude Toccata on Veni Emmanuel     Page Long 
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____________________________________ 
Today's Worship Leaders 
Presiding and Preaching: The Rev. Rose Ann Vita, Minister of Worship and Pastoral Care 
Director of Music Ministries: Kathleen King Martin / Gallery Choir 
Advent Wreath: Andy Yuan, Linda Lin, Dana Yuan, Dasia Yuan, and Daphne Lin 
Call for the offering and Blessing of White Gifts/Green Bags: The Rev. Harry Disher 
Reader and Prayers of the People: Muriel Omand-Naylor 
AV Team: Harold Arnett, Matthew Savage, Greg Case 
 
CREDITS 
Advent Message from the Moderator of the United Church of Canada:  

https://united-church.ca/news/moderators-advent-message-
2021?utm_source=United+Church+Website+Subscribers&utm_campaign=f82ef98389-U-
C_News_EMAIL&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_425d9dcc60-f82ef98389-
188482033&goal=0_425d9dcc60-f82ef98389-188482033&mc_cid=f82e 

Advent Wreath Rite: A United Church Resource: Advent Unwrapped. Video 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gOg6w0HEqfM  

Advent Wreath Scripture: Priests for Equality. The Inclusive Bible (p. 1243). Sheed & Ward. 
Message for All Ages: Say Something by Peter H. Reynolds. Read by The Giving Project for Children, 
Video  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U_-rP-oaRpY 
Prayer of Dedication: Added to and adapted from a prayer by Gord Dunbar, Kincardine PC, 
Kincardine, ON, in Gathering, (Advent/Christmas/Epiphany 2021-2022), page 35. Used with 
permission. 
Prayers of the People: Adapted from "O Antiphons" by Rev. Andrew O'Neil 


