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It’s the End of the World as We Know It! 

 

ἀποκάλυψις apokálypsis (Ancient Greek): the disclosure of knowledge, the revelation of 
something previously unknown 

Apocalypse (English): the complete final destruction of the world, an event involving 
destruction or damage on an awesome or catastrophic scale 

 

Somewhere between when scripture was written down and the modern day, the                          
meaning of the word ―Apocalypse‖ has shifted. When John of Patmos wrote his book 
(Revelation, as we know it, has ―ἀποκάλυψις ” in the title in the original Greek), the word 
simply meant an unveiling, a revealing of something that was previously unknown. John 
wrote of the heavenly vision he had in a dream that revealed God’s plan for a hopeful 
new creation where mourning and crying and pain will be no more and where God will 
dwell with us mortals when this world comes to its end.  

 

Over the centuries, we’ve associated the word Apocalypse with the descriptions of war 
and desolation instead of with the concept of God’s unveiling of the plan for creation. 
We’ve turned it into something scary when it was originally meant to bring comfort to 
people living in uncertain times. 

 

So during Advent, we’re going to reclaim the apocalypse. We’ll delve into the writings of 
the prophets that reveal God’s plan to end injustice, corruption, fear, and impossibility. 
We’ll remember that Jesus is God’s living Word, spoken into the world to bring light and 
life to all people. We’ll discover how the end of some things in this world, like oppres-
sion and greed, are good news. And we’ll rejoice that even when it seems like all is lost, 
God has wonderful things in store. 

 

Here are some ways you can connect this season: 

Sunday worship, every week 

10 AM live or livestreamed 

Emmaus Group, every Sunday 

Meets after worship, or use the print materials for conversation any time! 

Wednesday Evening Prayer, Dec. 1, 8, and 15 

 7 PM live or livestreamed  

Manna Moments, e-mailed or on our Facebook page 

Weekdays Nov. 29 – Dec. 23 

Please see the calendar at the back for more special events in December! 

 

I hope you’ll join us! 

 

Shalom, Pastor Rachel 
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What’s Happening at POP! 

Zoom Mid Week Bible Study                                                             

If you are interested in participating        

Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m.                            

Email Pastor Rachel & she will send you an 

invitation. The focus for this quarter is: Justice, Law & 

History.  Contact the office to make arrangements                                          

to get a study book.  

Women's Small Group    Book/Bible Study 

 Join us as we journey through Searching for Sundays  
by Rachel Held Evans 

Monday, December 6 and 20, 7 pm 

Now meeting through February via Zoom!! 

Contact Diane Snyder, dmsnyder1149@gmail.com for 
the link 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY                                                     

Meets the 1st Friday of the month at 10:00 in the             

Social Hall. Prayer Shawls are still available If you, or 

someone you know, would like the comfort of one of  

these shawls, call  Dianne Hellman, 323-9392, &              

she will get one to you. 

Quilters! We will be meeting on            
Tuesday, Dec 7 & Tuesday, Dec. 21 at 
9:30am.   As always, pick-up/drop-off 
times continue to be available during              
office hours.                                                         
Questions: Sheryl Swodzinski  267-6274. 

Ladies Lunch Bunch will meet on                                              
Tuesday, December 21, 11:45, at Fieldstone Grill                                    

located at 3970 W Centre in Portage.                                   
Questions?  Car pool?  Need a ride?                                                
Contact Dianne Hellman, 323-9392.                                               

This is a great time for good food and fellowship.                  
Hope to see you there. 

Bunko   Tuesday, December 14 @ 1:00 PM                                        

No lunch, just Bunko! Meet in the Social Hall & Flex 

Room. Contact Carla Hannemann at 269/216-3498                     

with questions. 

Ruth Circle looking to start in 2022!                                     
Contact Claudia Blahnik, 269/352-7430,                                            

if you are will to participate.                                                 

Holiday Card & Tree Walk at Celery Flats  
 

Area groups, clubs, families 
and organizations create       

seasonal ―cards‖ to create the 
Holiday Card Walk in the 

Celery Flats Historical Area.  
Other groups adopt a tree to 
decorate.  Prince of Peace is 
decorating one of this year’s 

tree.  There will be a tree 
lighting ceremony on                   
December 4th at 6 p.m.                

Beverages and desserts will 
be available in Mrs. Clause’s 

Kitchen. We hope you will enjoy a walk through                    
Celery Flats this December. 

Gingerbread Houses – December 5 

We had 13 people bake houses on  
November 21 and  make gingerbread 
kits.  Everyone had a wonderful time 
and the aroma was amazing. Elves 
will assemble them before everyone 
comes back on December 5. Thanks to 
Kim & Wade Lawrence for bringing 
back this wonderful tradition. 

Prince of Peace Book Club                                                                                          
The following is a list of books we will be discussing: 

 

Jan 19, 2022.  The Exiles by Christina 
Baker Kline   This is about female               
prisoners in England who were sent to 
the penal colony in Australia in the 
1840’s and the hardships they en-
dured.  There is also the story of an  
Aboriginal girl who was a pet project of 
the governor’s wife. 

 

Feb 16, 2022.  Everything I Never Told You by Celeste Ng 
about a Chinese/ white mixed race family dynamics, the 
hopes the parents have for their children and the effect 
that has on the kids.  There is also a mystery involved. 

 

March 16, 2022.  The Personal Librarian by Marie Bene-
dict and Victoria Christopher Murray   This book is the 
true story of a light skinned black woman who became 
the personal librarian for J.P. Morgan in the early 20th 
century.  She was a very successful career woman and all 
the while trying to keep her black heritage a secret. 

 

There is no meeting in December. 

mailto:dmsnyder1149@gmail.com
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Social Concerns  

The Jubilee Garden has been put to bed for 2021 and it’s 
time to turn our efforts toward our Christmas Families. 
Once again Prince of Peace will sponsor 5 families.  Two 
families are from PCC, 2 from YWCA Domestic Assault 
Shelter, and our own Refugee family.  The families are 
large, have many children and  include two pregnant 
moms.  Please consider sharing God’s love for our broth-
ers and sisters as we celebrate Christ’s birth.   
All gifts can be selected now on www,signupgenius.com. 
Please follow directions regarding tags/labels and wrap-
ping of gifts. Gifts need to be returned to Prince of Peace 
by December 12.   
 Many thanks to Pat Boulis and Megan Floyd for lovingly 
coordinating another wonderful Christmas Family Angel 
Tree program.   

The list is on the website and is almost full! 

Miscellaneous 

The Jubilee Garden had another successful year despite 
the less than desirable weather conditions. Too little 
rain followed by too much rain caused very few yellow 
squash, cucumbers and tomatoes to be harvested and 
reduced the zucchini production. Fortunately, the cab-
bages and cherry tomatoes did quite well along with 
the pumpkins and winter squash grown at Jubilee                   
Garden West. Harvested produce were donated to                  
Kal    amazoo Loaves & Fishes, Ministry with Commu-
nity, and to our refugee family. To learn more about the 
Jubilee Garden and/or to be added to the mailing list to 
receive notifications of work days and times contact 
Mark Clyne at markclyne@sbcglobal.net 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY TO OTHERS 

 Dear Prince of Peace Lutheran Church,  Thank you for 
your gift to Lutheran Disaster Relief. You are helping peo-
ple near and far feel the transformation power of God’s 
Love. Your Spirit-filled generosity is helping families and 
communities reeling from disasters here in the US and 
around the world. .—The Rev. Robin Brown, Director, 
Mission Funding, Congregations.  

 We are grateful for your previous gift. Thank you for              
believing in our mission. matter in a very real way, and 
we truly value your support                                                                                 
—Kellie, YWCA 

Thank You’s 

A huge thank you to Wenke Greenhouse for the  gener-
ous donations of flowering plants throughout 2021.                                     

Four times each year Wenke’s hosts a Good Neighbor 
Day for registered non-profit  organizations. We have 

been blessed to be recipients of their amazing flowering 
plants and greenery of all kinds which enhance our 

planters in the front and back of the sanctuary.                   
Wenke’s is truly a Great Neighbor 

to us and the entire community  

Prince of Peace, 

Thank you so much for opening 
your doors to my students so that 
we can connect for lessons in-
person when I am in town. 

Peace, Love, Light, Keith Geiman, 
The Keith Geiman Trumpet Studio 

Digital Worship: watch live or watch later? 

Watching Live: we begin the livestream at 9:45 AM each 
Sunday to give those watching from home plenty of time 
to sign on before worship begins. The first 5 minutes of 
the live feed are a slide letting people know they’ve 
found the right place and that the service will begin at 10 
AM. The next 10 minutes are a slide show of announce-
ments and some background music to help you set your 
volume at a comfortable level. At 10 AM, we go live with 
worship!  

Watching Later: Because of the way YouTube works, 
when the livestream ends the whole thing is converted 
to a regular video. This process takes a few hours so you 
may not be able to watch the service until later in the 
afternoon on Sundays. It also means the first 15 minutes 
of the video are announcements. If you’re watching later 
the same day, you can always ―fast forward‖ through 
that part to get to the start of the service. On Mondays, 
Mike is able to edit the video to shorten the opening                
announcements so if you watch later in the week, you 
don’t have to worry about fast forwarding. 

mailto:markclyne@sbcglobal.net
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On-Line Giving 

Megan’s 10th Anniversary Celebration News from Council and Committees 

 

 

 

 

The Church Council members met on                                       

Wednesday, November 17, via Zoom. 

Two Great Things:  One of the highlights of every meet-
ing is the sharing of two great things with each other.  It 
gives everyone an overview of all the wonderful things 
that are happening at Prince of Peace! This month’s an-
nouncements included: 

The return of Gingerbread houses.  We are baking 13 
houses and making 8 kits…perhaps more.  
Thanks to Kim and Wade Lawrence for leading 
this event. 

Fellowship & Evangelism are sponsoring a tree for 
the holidays in Celery Flats park.  Take a walk 
anytime between December 1-30 to see the many 
decorated trees and holiday cards. 

Trunk or Treat was very successful. We had 17                 
participating trunks and many community fami-
lies attended. 

We have been fortunate to partner with the Milham 
Rd. Pharmacy in providing vaccinations. 

Our lead refugee team that supports our adopted 
Congolese family have done amazing work. 

The refugee program is thriving and goes well              
beyond helping just the refugees.  We are                    
supporting the YWCA women’s shelter, the 
SPCA and more. 

Prince of Peace has a small team participating in the 
ELCA’s Lead Initiative program. Thanks to               
Pastor Rachel, Karen Clyne and Don Jones. 

Adopt-a-Tree will continue with a list of items on the 
website.  Our own adopted family will be                          
included in receiving gifts. 

Thanks to Ray Isakson we were able to purchase the 
new HVAC system at a greatly reduced cost—
from $49K to $17K. 

We will welcome Christmas Eve in the sanctuary this 
year with our wonderful sanctuary tree and                 
nativity in place. 

 

 

On-line Giving Has Never Been So Easy!  

You can click or copy and paste the link                       

https://tithe.ly/give?c=2250097                                            

or use the QR code.                                                                                   

You can also go to the                                           

Prince of Peace website & click on the giving button. 

For questions contact either Marilyn or Tamara.  

If you enjoy using a 2 stage snow blower (and who 

doesn't?), volunteers are always needed on Sunday 

mornings to help clear the entry walks to the church. 

This is only for significant snow that occurs on Satur-

day and/or Sunday mornings. Snow should be re-

moved an hour before the service starts. Depending 

on the number of volunteers, it usually equates to one 

or two opportunities per winter. Training is provided. 

If interested and would like to learn more or be put on 

the schedule, please reach out to Karl Klemm 

at .luciadog@gmail.com.  

Church Office Closing: Council authorized giving our 

very dedicated staff the week off from December 27-

31. Three of those days will be paid days off.                                   

The other two are already approved holidays. 

Nominating Committee: Our Nominating Committee 

will be seeking individuals to serve on council                       

beginning in 2022. Please give serious consideration to 

accepting if you are asked to serve. 

Sound Board: Our Sound Board is aging and                       

malfunctioning. Parts are difficult to find.  As this is an 

integral part of our worship experience, Council                    

authorized the purchase of a new sound board for the 

sanctuary. 

 2022 Budget Discussions: The Finance Committee 
and Church Council will continue working on the 
2022 recommended budget in December.  Your 
pledges of support help us in developing an                   
accurate budget. If you have not returned your 
Statement of Intent card yet, it’s not  too late.  

https://tithe.ly/give?c=2250097
mailto:luciadog@gmail.com
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Facts and Figures 

SPECIAL GIFTS FOR PATHWAYS OF GIVING                               

Loaves and Fishes   Gail Hoover                                                                       
Good Samaritan -  James Vogt                                                                                      
Lutheran World Relief                                                                                
ELCA World Hunger - Brian & Karen DeVries, Bev Schmidt, 
Diane Snyder, Pete & Tammy Olsen, John & Gloria Beatty, 
Bob & Carla Hannemann                                                          
Property - Bill & Dianne Hellman, Dave & Sue Grinder                         
in honor of 2021 Confirmation Class  — Claudia Lee                                                    
Refugee Fund –in memory of Lorraine Knuth - Annette Smith  
Afghan Refugees—Barbara Bushey, Susan Hellenga,                       
Diane Snyder, Mike Whately, Gretta Van Bree,                                         
Dennis & Helen Lutz 

November Attendance:    

11/7    112 Live stream In person            114                                                
11/14      94 Live stream In person              92                                        
11/21    121 Live stream   In person              82                            
11/28      78 Live stream    In person   58                          

Per instructions from the ELCA, we multiply the                 
digital views by 2 to get a virtual attendance. 

General Fund  October 

 Contributions $   40.987

 Expenses $   37.570

 Surplus/deficit $     3,417 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

12-1 Cheryl Thomas  

 Lisa Breneman Reed  

12-3 Ray Williams  

 Kathey Oosterwal  

12-6 Hannah Williams 

 Howard Olsen  

 Denise Bye  

12-7 Doug Beak  

 Verle Wiita  

12-8 Judy Willy  

 Beth Sweeney  

12-11 Grace Williams  

 Thomas Pederson  

12-12 Kevin Jawahir  

12-13 B.J. Stark  

12-14 Hannah Preston  

 Susan Jones  

12-14 Eva Oosterwal  

 Ella Bovenkerk  

12-17 Garrett Mallak  

12-18 Nicole Bolde 

 Bob Thomas  

12-20 Bryce Maurer  

 Sandy Bennett  

12-21 Kay Kincaid  

12-22 Jolaine Snyder  

12-24 Gail Brown  

12-26 Beth Whately  

 Dave Reinhold  

 Andrea Seguin  

12-27 Meghan Beuker 

 Yvonne Gatz  

12-28 Karen Hare, 

12-29 Layla Emrick 

 Noel Sederstrom  

12-31 Sarah Maurer  

Noel and Cindy Sederstrom  12-3 

Tim and Jennifer Gatz   12-19 

Verle and Trish Wiita   Dec 19 

Don and Susan Jones   Dec 20 

Dennis and Jean Darling   Dec 20 

Anniversaries 
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Prince of Peace Calendar 

Legend: 

AA-–Alcoholics Anonymous  ESL—English as a Second Language 

FA—Food Addicts in Recovery WMU—Western Michigan University 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church                       

269/343-3453                                      

www.popportage.org                                               

Facebook: Prince of Peace, Portage, MI-ELCA  


