
 

 

 

Order of Worship for December 5th, 2021 

The Second Sunday of Advent - Preparing for Peace 

Prelude:  “Hands Shaped Like a Cradle” (with Rheana Slack - violin, Ron Klusmeier - piano) 

Welcome and Land Acknowledgement: 

Candle lighting:  We light this candle remembering the light of Christ, which shines through all 

of life bringing us to the peace of Christ.  

Advent Liturgy:  Dec. 5   The Second Sunday in Advent     Watching for Peace 

Reader One:  Today is the second Sunday of Advent.  Along with the prophets and people 

through the ages, we watch and wait for signs of peace in our world.  We share John the 

Baptizer's dream of making crooked paths straight, of making a smooth highway broad enough 

for all God's people to move on together in peace and harmony. 

Reader Two:  John the Baptizer alerts us to watch and prepare the way.  As we watch and wait 

we need to prepare our hearts and homes for the arrival of baby Jesus. 

Reader One:  Last Sunday we lit our first candle as we began the waiting through Advent. 

Today we light the second candle and watch for signs of Christ's presence. 

Candle-lighting:  Light the first and second blue candle 

Prayer:  Watchful God who sees all, open our eyes so that we can see how to prepare for 

your coming.  We seek opportunities to share our love and compassion for a world of peace 

and harmony.  Fill us with your Spirit as we wait and watch.  Amen 

Hymn:  “A Candle is Burning”   vs.2   VU p. 6 

Call to Worship:  (adapted from Gathering ACE 2016-2017 p. 28)  

 One:  The peace of God is all around us, 

 All:  Often in the midst of unexpected places. 

 One:  In this time of stress and expectations, we may be surprised. 

 All:  As the true wonder of this season is revealed to us. 

 One:  The peace of God is all around us, 

Opening prayer:  Caring God, as we rush to prepare our homes, slow us down and prepare our 

hearts.  When we shut you out with worry and fear, soothe our minds and prepare our hearts.  If 

we are distracted by the clamour of the world, calm us down and prepare our hearts.  In this 

time of worship, let the warmth of your kindness prepare our hearts to receive your word.  Let 

the comfort of your healing open our hearts to feel your peace.  Amen 

Hymn:  “Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord”  (Strathdee) 

 



 

 

 

Scripture readings: 

 Malachi 3:1-4 

 Gospel:  Luke 3:1-6 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church   And let us give thanks 

Reflection:    Preparing for Peace 

Special music:   “Come to the Light”  (J. Martin) 

Prayers of the People and Disciple’s Prayer (VU 916) 

 

Minute for Mission: 

Offering: 

Communion Hymn:  “The Bread We Eat” (Farquharson/Klusmeier) 

Celebration of Communion:  From the Iona Worship Book 

 Invitation to Communion:  

The table of Bread and wine is now made ready.   

It is the table of company with Jesus, and all who love him.  It is the table of sharing with the 

poor of the world, with whom Jesus identified himself.  It is the table of communion with the 

earth, in which Christ became incarnate.  So come to this table, you who have much faith and 

you who would have more; you who have been here often and you who have not been for a long 

time, you who have tried to follow Jesus, and you who have failed; Come, it is Christ who invites 

us to meet him here.  

 

One:  Let us pray together: 

All:  Gracious God, we know your power to triumph over weakness.  May we who ask 

forgiveness be ready to forgive one another, in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen   

 

What we do here is celebrate the life that Jesus has shared among his community through the 

centuries and shares among us now.  Made one with Christ and thus one with each other, let us 

offer these gifts and with them ourselves, a single, holy, living sacrifice. 

 

Invitation to Thanksgiving     

One:  God is with us.                    All:  We are not alone 

One:  Christ is present here         All:   The Spirit is among us.   

One:  Let us give thanks         All:  We give joyful thanks to God. 

Prayer of Great Thanksgiving 

We offer you praise, dear God, and hearts lifted high, for in the communion of your love Christ 

comes close to us and we come close to Christ.  We celebrate the life that Jesus has shared 

among his community through the centuries, and shares with us now.  Made one in Christ and 

one with each other, we offer ourselves to you as one community of faith. 

Therefore, with the whole realm of nature around us, with earth and trees, sea and sky, we sing 

to you:   

 



 

 

Sanctus:                                                

Holy, holy, holy LORD, God of power and might; 

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

 

The Story of the Last Supper  

Blessed is our brother Jesus, who walks with us the road of our world’s suffering, and who is 

known to us in the breaking of bread.  

On the last night when he had dinner with his friends: 

Jesus took bread and having blessed it he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 “This is my body, given to you.” 

In the same way he took wine and having given thanks for it he poured it out and gave the cup to 

his disciples saying:   

“ This cup is the new relationship with God.  Take this and share it.”  I shall drink wine with 

you next in the coming kingdom of God. 

 

Memorial Acclamation: 

 Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.     

                              

Invocation of the Spirit:  Hear us, O Christ, and breathe your Spirit upon us and upon this 

bread and wine.  May they become for us your body, vibrant with life, healing, renewing and 

making us whole.  And as the bread and wine which we now eat and drink are changed into us, 

may we be changed again into you, loving and caring in the world.  

 

Sign acts:  Breaking the bread and lifting the cup  

 

Look, the body of Christ is broken for the life of the world.  

Here is Christ coming to us in the bread and the wine. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God  

 

Prayer after Communion:                                  

God of tender care, we celebrate your love for us and for all people.  Grant that 

strengthened by these holy gifts, we may show your love in our lives, and know its 

fulfillment in your presence.  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 

Commissioning: Leave the bread and take the truth 

   Leave the wine and take the hope 

   Leave the table and take the life 

   Go with Peace and love in your heart 

 
 

Benediction:  May this Advent be for you 

  A gift of love 

  A blessing of hope and a promise of peace 

  And may God’s blessing go with you 

 

Sung response:  MV 173 (Advent version) “Put PEACE into Each Other’s Hands” 


