
 
 

Dec 5, 2021 ~ “Celebrate the Child who is Mighty God” ~ Isaiah 9:6  
 

OPEN 

 
The hydrological cycle is an amazing blessing to this earth.  Water that falls as 
precipitation then goes through a process of infiltration, transpiration, 
evaporation, condensation, and then becomes rain or snow once again to 
water the earth!  And when this cycle is functioning as it has been lately in 
British Columbia it causes a lot of perspiration! 
 
The power of water can be a blessing or a curse.  We benefit everyday from 
hydroelectric power.  But we are also very aware of the destructive potential of 
flood water.  Tim Ballisty, in his article Floodwater’s Underrated Power writes, 
“Six inches of flowing water can knock a person off their feet.  Water flowing at 
7 mph has the equivalent force per unit area as air blowing at EF5 tornado 
wind speeds.  Water moving at 25 mph has the pressure equivalent of wind 
blowing at 790 mph, faster than the speed of sound.” 
 

DIG   

 
Today we come to the Messianic title Mighty God.  Jesus, born a humble 
baby, is all powerful deity…as predicted centuries earlier, in Isaiah 9:6.  This is 
the focus of our Advent series “Celebrate the Child”.  Advent is a four 
Sunday slice of the traditional church calendar.  Why elongate our anticipation 
of Christmas?  Is this just culturally conforming to very long commercial build 
up to Christmas!? 
   
Advent is about heart preparation – so huge are the truths of Isaiah 9:6: 
“Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace”.  I 
hope you can utilize devotional resources:  As We Wait (MBBS);  All the 
Colors of Christmas (Focus on the Family);  Working Well In A Season 
of Waiting (De Pree Center). 
 
Advent is about heartfelt service – so gracious and generous that God has 
set for us as His followers.  Please considering participating in Cards of Care 
and/or Christmas Hampers. 
 
But the question before us is:  How do we connect with the reality that Jesus 
is Mighty God?  Scripture declares the divine might and power of Jesus. 

• Colossians 1:15-17  -  The great hymn “I Sing The Mighty Power of God” 
celebrates Jesus as “firstborn over all creation” and the fact that in His might 
He not only created but also sustains the world. 

• I Kings 18, 19  -  Elijah experienced the awesome, consuming power of 
God on Mt Carmel.  Later on Mt Horeb, Elijah looked for God’s power in fire, 
wind, quake.  But God spoke to him in a quiet whisper. 

• Luke 1:49  -  In the Magnificat, Mary marveled at the goodness and grace of 
God.  Having learned that she would give birth to the Messiah she 
exclaimed, “the Mighty One has done great things for me.” 

• Luke 24:19  -  Though they didn’t know they were speaking to Jesus, the 
Emmaus road travelers explained that the Messiah had been “powerful in 
word and deed before God and all the people.” 

• Revelation 5:12-13  -  In John’s vision of eternity thousands of angels are 
singing and attributing might and power to Jesus, the Lamb of God. 

 
Still the question remains:  How do we access or even apprehend the might of 
the Son of God?    To think about Jesus as Mighty God read Romans 1:1-7.  
This text is Paul’s greeting for a letter of introduction.  Though not the planter 
of the Roman church, he eagerly desired to visit.  The congregation may have 
been started by Roman Jews converted on the Day of Pentecost.  As a 
mixture of Jews and Gentiles, Paul offered a comprehensive argument that no 
one has an "edge" on God.  All stand condemned before God – and all are 
welcomed to be reconciled to Him.  And reconciliation is the key to every 
human personally experiencing the power of God. 
 
As Laura Storey so beautifully sings, “Everyone needs compassion, a love 
that's never failing / Let mercy fall on me / Everyone needs forgiveness, the 
kindness of a savior / The hope of nations / Savior, He can move the 
mountains / My God is mighty to save, He is mighty to save / Forever, author 
of salvation / He rose and conquered the grave / Jesus conquered the grave.”  
When we receive the redemption and rescue of God, we are starting to 
appreciate and experience Jesus as Mighty God.  As Moses and Miriam sang 
following the victory at the Red Sea, “The Lord is my strength and my song; 
He has become my salvation.”  Let’s explore Paul’s summary of God’s 
amazing plan of redemption, with Jesus the Mighty God, at the center. 
 
[1]  Power of Anticipation – vv. 1-2 
 
Paul began by introducing himself in three ways.  He is Jesus’ enslaved, 
called, and devoted.  This speaks of being completely possessed by Christ 
Jesus for the work of the “Gospel of God”.  Jesus was Paul’s “magnificent 
obsession”. For the “saved of ancient Israel” they were captured by the hope 
of Messiah to come.  This Good News was “promised beforehand through 
His prophets in the holy Scriptures” (v.2) such as our theme, Isaiah 9:6. 
 
Think of the Gospel portrayed in the Passover, Exodus and Red Sea crossing.  
This was a powerful picture of Jesus’ sacrificial death and victorious 
resurrection.  But the power of anticipating Messiah was not just that Jesus’ 
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death, burial, and resurrection was awaited – it was believed by faith from 
afar.  In this way God was making Israel His own people (Ezekiel 37:23).  Are 
you trusting, resting in Jesus the Mighty God for the Gospel’s sake? 
 
What a fantastic formula!  What we read in verses 2-3 is a recurring theme in 
Paul’s writings.  Part I: Jesus is the promised Messiah.  Part II: Jesus is the 
resurrected Savior.  “Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the 
dead…descendant of David, according to my gospel…” (II Timothy 2:8; see 
also I Corinthians 15:3-4, Titus 1:2). 

 
[2]  Power of Resurrection – vv. 3-4 
 
Verse 3 continues the description of the Gospel.  Not only was it promised in 
the OT – but it is all about Jesus, the Son.  He was born of a descendant of 
David as documented in Luke 3:27-38.  As we noted, Part II is the fact that 
Jesus rose from the dead.  As we read in verse 4, Jesus was “declared with 
power to be the Son of God”.  How was this accomplished?  It was through by 
means of the Spirit and His resurrection from the dead. 
 
John Piper notes that “the New Testament often defines the gospel as, simply, 
‘Christ’.”  To believe the Gospel is to accept the truths that God is holy, 
humanity is sinful and separated from Him, and that Jesus made a way for us 
to enter a renewed relationship with God. In Piper’s words, “what makes the 
gospel Gospel is that it brings a person into the everlasting and ever-
increasing joy of Jesus Christ.” 
 
Are you growing deeper in your relationship with Jesus?  When Paul prayed 
for believers in Ephesus he asked for revelation of what was theirs in Christ – 
“eyes of your heart enlightened” (Ephesians 1:15:20).  There is eternal hope, 
spiritual riches, and resurrection power available to all followers of Jesus.  He 
is the Mighty God! 
 
[3]  Power of Proclamation – vv. 5-7 
 
The next two verses indicate that it is by and for Jesus that all believers are 
commissioned to proclaim the Gospel.  Yes, Paul held a NT apostolic office.  
But the job of “go telling it on the mountain” is for every Christian.  What is the 
commission?  It is two-fold.  First, we are to “call people from among all the 
Gentiles” (v.5) – that is, nations.  Second, we are to be the called ones – “a 
people for God’s own possession” (I Peter 2:9). 
 
“The mission of Cornerstone Neighbourhood Church is focused on three 
aspirations.  First, we want to be passionate followers of Jesus.  As a result, 
we long to be an authentic community of faith.  Finally, we desire to extend 
God’s grace through disciple making.  Cornerstone is called to impact our 
world by living and sharing the life of Jesus!  This can only occur when Jesus 
the Mighty God fills and empowers us.  “Our gospel came to you not only in 
word, but also in power, in the Holy Spirit, and with great conviction” (I 
Thessalonians 1:5) 

 
The specific salutation to the beloved of God in Rome is in verse 7.  This 
contains the common expression “grace and peace” – a profound hope for 
God’s work within every believer.  Are you living and declaring the grace and 
peace of God?  Dallas Willard writes, “The greatest saints are not those who 
need less grace, but those who consume the most grace, who indeed are 
most in need of grace – those who are saturated by grace in every dimension 
of their being.  Grace to them is like breath.”  (Renovation of the Heart, 
NavPress, 2002, 93-94)  
 

REFLECT 

 
“Once in our world, a stable had something in it that was bigger than our 
whole world.”  (C.S. Lewis, quoted in Celebrating Jesus, Our Daily Bread 
Ministries, 2021) Though He came as a humble baby, it was the Mighty God 
lying in that manger.  As His life, teaching, miracles, sacrifice, and resurrection 
prove – His is the Son of God and Savior of the world.  Jesus, as Mighty God, 
becomes our personal touch point with the power of God!   
 
What a gulf God spanned when He sent Jesus!  Have you ever hear of the 
“Lethbridge Viaduct”. This train trestle is usually referred to as the “High Level 
Bridge” and was built between 1907-09. Spanning 5,327 feet and rising 314 
feet above the Oldman River, it is impressive!  It is also a picture of the 
Gospel.  Just as it was impossible for a train to reach the other side without 
the bridge, so humanity is unable to repair the relational damage with God, 
caused by sin. We need a rescuer. We need a “bridge to life”. That is why we 
should make a lot of fuss over Jesus.  He is not just a mere man.  He is God.  
Jesus loved us so much that He was willing to die on the cross, be buried in a 
tomb, then rise again so He could be our bridge to a new relationship with 
God.  How do you cross this bridge?  You receive the gift of Jesus by faith. 
 
 
Is Jesus your consuming passion?  To reflect on this question, listen to the 
Hall Sisters sing Magnificent Obsession.   
 
 
The “Prayer of St. Patrick” also called “St. Patrick’s Breastplate” contains 
the following words.  Read them slowly and reflect on the centrality of 
Jesus the Mighty God in your life. 
 

Christ be with me, Christ within me, Christ behind me, Christ before me, 

Christ beside me, Christ to win me, Christ to comfort and restore me. 

Christ beneath me, Christ above me, Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, 

Christ in hearts of all that love me, Christ in mouth of friend and stranger. 

I bind unto myself the Name, The strong Name of the Trinity, 

By invocation of the same, The Three in One and One in Three. 

By Whom all nature hath creation, Eternal Father, Spirit, Word: 

Praise to the Lord of my salvation, Salvation is of Christ the Lord. 
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