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The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end. Amen. 

O God, make speed to save us; 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Praise ye the Lord; 
The Lord’s name be praised. 

Psalm 22:1-14 
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? and are so far from my cry and from the 
words of my distress? O my God, I cry in the daytime, but you do not answer; by night 
as well, but I find no rest. Yet you are the Holy One, enthroned upon the praises of Israel. 
Our forefathers put their trust in you; they trusted, and you delivered them. They cried 
out to you and were delivered; they trusted in you and were not put to shame. But as 
for me, I am a worm and no man, scorned by all and despised by the people. All who 
see me laugh me to scorn; they curl their lips and wag their heads, saying, “He trusted 
in the Lord; let him deliver him; let him rescue him, if he delights in him.” Yet you are he 
who took me out of the womb, and kept me safe upon my mother’s breast. I have been 
entrusted to you ever since I was born; you were my God when I was still in my mother’s 
womb. Be not far from me, for trouble is near, and there is none to help. Many young 
bulls encircle me; strong bulls of Bashan surround me. They open wide their jaws at me, 
like a ravening and a roaring lion. I am poured out like water; all my bones are out of 
joint; my heart within my breast is melting wax. 

Lesson Matthew 22:1-14  

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son.  He sent his slaves to call 
those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come.  Again 



he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared 
my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; 
come to the wedding banquet.’  But they made light of it and went away, one to his 
farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed 
them.  The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned 
their city.  Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not 
worthy.  Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding 
banquet.’  Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, 
both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.  “But when the king 
came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding 
robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ 
And he was speechless.  Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, 
and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.’  For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

Here endeth the lesson. 
Thanks be to God. 

Into thy hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit; 
Into thy hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

For thou hast redeemed me, O Lord, thou God of truth; 
I commend my spirit. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
Into thy hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 

Office Hymn  Te lucis ante terminum 

Before the ending of the day, 
Creator of the world, we pray 
That with thy wonted favour thou 
Wouldst be our guard and keeper now. 

From all ill dreams defend our eyes, 
From nightly fears and fantasies; 
Tread under foot our ghostly foe, 
That no pollution we may know. 

O Father, that we ask be done, 
Through Jesus Christ, thine only Son; 
Who, with the Holy Ghost and thee, 
Doth live and reign eternally. Amen. 

Keep us as the apple of thine eye; 
Hide us under the shadow of thy wings. 

 



Nunc Dimittis with Antiphon 
Preserve us, O Lord, waking, and guard us sleeping, that awake we may watch with 
Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word. For mine 
eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel. Glory be to 
the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Preserve us, O Lord, waking, and guard us sleeping, that awake we may watch with 
Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 

The Apostles’ Creed 
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

Let us pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Our Father, 
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 

Blessed art thou, Lord God of our ancestors; 
To be praised and glorified above all for ever. 

Let us bless the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; 
Let us praise him and magnify him for ever. 

Blessed art thou, O Lord, in the firmament of heaven; 
To be praised and glorified above all for ever. 

The Almighty and most merciful Lord guard us and give us his blessing. Amen. 



Confession and Absolution 
We confess to God Almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, through our own grievous fault. Wherefore we pray God to have mercy upon us. 
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us all our sins and deliver us from all evil, 
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, and bring us to life everlasting; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant unto you pardon and remission of all your sins, 
time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Wilt thou not turn again and quicken us; 
That thy people may rejoice in thee? 

O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
And grant us thy salvation. 

Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this night without sin; 
O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us. 

O Lord, hear our prayer; 
And let our cry come unto thee. 

The Collect of the Day 

God of all the earth, you called your servant Francis Xavier and rejoiced to see him 
preach your Gospel among the outcasts of India and the warriors of Japan.  Kindle our 
hearts with your truth, that we may give the whole of our lives to the working of yoru will 
and purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Visit, we beseech thee, O Lord, this place, and drive from it all the snares of the enemy; 
let thy holy angels dwell herein to preserve us in peace; and may thy blessing be upon 
us evermore; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Almighty and everlasting God, you despise nothing you have made and forgive the sins 
of all who are penitent. Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily 
lamenting our sins and acknowledging our brokenness, may obtain of you, the God of 
all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, who at this evening hour didst rest in the 
sepulchre, and didst thereby sanctify the grave to be a bed of hope to thy people: 
Make us so to abound in sorrow for our sins, which were the cause of thy passion, that 
when our bodies lie in the dust, our souls may live with thee; who livest and reignest with 
the Father and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 



Look down, O Lord, from thy heavenly throne, illuminate the darkness of this night with 
thy celestial brightness, and from the children of light banish the deeds of darkness; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the silent hours of this night, so that 
we who are wearied by the changes and chances of this fleeting world, may repose 
upon thy eternal changelessness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hymn  Christe, qui lux es et dies 
O Christ, who art the light and day, 
Thou drivest night and gloom away; 
O Light of Light, whose word doth show 
The light of heav'n to us below. 

All-holy Lord, in humble prayer 
We ask tonight thy watchful care. 
O grant us calm repose in thee, 
A quiet night, from perils free. 

Asleep though wearied eyes may be, 
Still keep the heart awake to thee; 
Let thy right hand outstretched above 
Guard those who serve the Lord they love. 

All praise to God the Father be, 
All praise, eternal Son, to thee, 
Whom with the Spirit we adore 
Forever and forevermore. Amen. 

We will lay us down in peace and take our rest; 
For it is thou, Lord, only, that makest us dwell in safety. 

The Lord be with you; 
And with thy spirit. 

Let us bless the Lord; 
Thanks be to God. 

The Almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, bless and 
preserve us. Amen. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Officiant Canon Doug Richards 
Cantor Christian Damus 
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Liturgy: The Book of Common Prayer ©1962 the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada. Reading: New Revised 
Standard Version Bible (NRSV)Anglicized Edition, ©1989, 1995, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Liturgy: The Book of Common Prayer ©1962 the General Synod of the 
Anglican Church of Canada. Reading: New Revised Standard Version Bible (NRSV)Anglicized Edition, ©1989, 1995, Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

FRANCIS XAVIER 
Missionary to the Far East, 1552 

Today we remember Francis Xavier, a Jesuit priest who left Europe in 1542 and brought 
the gospel of Christ to the outcasts of India, the cities of southeast Asia, and the warrior 
society of Japan.  Francis was one of the first seven members of the Society of Jesus, 
which was founded to advance the Catholic Counter-Reformation.  But the Jesuits 
looked beyond Europe and hoped to win the whole world for the Church. That is why 
Francis boarded a ship and sailed around the Horn of Africa to the Portuguese colony 
of Goa on the coast of India. With a small group of followers and even smaller resources, 
he began his apostolate in southern India, extended it to Ceylon (now Sri Lanka), and 
then moved on to Malacca, Vietnam, and Malaysia, until he reached Japan. He died 
in 1552, alone on an island off the coast of China, while trying to smuggle himself into 
the Chinese empire.  Francis had trouble learning new languages and usually had to 
rely on an interpreter whenever he preached. But words are not the only way of 
communicating the truth, and his personal holiness made a great impression on the 
various peoples he encountered. More importantly, Francis understood that the gospel 
is meant first of all for the poor of the earth. So, he chose to do most of his apostolic work 
among the outcasts and untouchables of every culture he visited. Such a quality made 
him like the first apostles — and, like them, he loved not his own life unto death, but gave 
himself wholly to the task of proclaiming the riches of the knowledge and worship of 
Christ. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 


