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Jonah: 
Getting on 
the Same 
Page with 
God
Message 2: Understanding 
the Heart of God 

Jonah 3:3-4:11

What this message is about

Despite his obedience, Jonah is 
still not on the same page with the 
heart of  God. 

Purpose of  this message

To encourage us to go beyond a 
superficial conformity to God’s will 
and to align our hearts to his heart.

1. Jonah takes his second 
chance and obeys

Jonah 3:3

So Jonah arose and went to 
Nineveh, according to the word of  
the LORD. 
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2.  Nineveh is spared

Jonah 3:10

When God saw what they did and 
how they turned from their evil 
ways, he had compassion and did 
not bring upon them the 
destruction he had threatened. 

3.  Jonah gets angry about 
God’s compassion
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Jonah 4:1-3

But Jonah was greatly displeased 
and became angry. He prayed to 
the LORD, “O LORD, is this not what 
I said when I was still at home? 

Jonah 4:1-3

That is why I was so quick to flee to 
Tarshish. I knew that you are a 
gracious and compassionate God, 
slow to anger and abounding in 
love, a God who relents from 
sending calamity. 

Jonah 4:1-3

Now, O LORD, take away my life, for 
it is better for me to die than to 
live.” 

4. God uses a vine to expose 
Jonah’s hard heart

Jonah 4:5-11

Jonah went out and sat down at a 
place east of  the city. There he 
made himself  a shelter, sat in its 
shade and waited to see what 
would happen to the city. 

Jonah 4:5-11

Then the LORD God provided a 
vine and made it grow up over 
Jonah to give shade for his head 
to ease his discomfort, and Jonah 
was very happy about the vine. 
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Jonah 4:5-11

But at dawn the next day God 
provided a worm, which chewed 
the vine so that it withered. 8
When the sun rose, God provided 
a scorching east wind, and the 
sun blazed on Jonah's head so 
that he grew faint. 

Jonah 4:5-11

He wanted to die, and said, "It 
would be better for me to die than 
to live." But God said to Jonah, 
"Do you have a right to be angry 
about the vine? "I do," he said. "I 
am angry enough to die."

Jonah 4:5-11

Then the LORD said, “You feel 
sorry about the plant, though you 
did nothing to put it there. And a 
plant is only, at best, short lived. 

Jonah 4:5-11

But Nineveh has more than 
120,000 people living in spiritual 
darkness, not to mention all the 
animals. Shouldn’t I feel sorry for 
such a great city?”

5. Jonah is left with a decision

Jonah 4:11

Shouldn’t I feel sorry for such a 
great city?”
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6. Getting on the same page 
with God means seeing 
people (even enemies) with 
a heart of  compassion for 
their spiritual need.  

Mt. 5:43-44

“You have heard that it was said, 
‘Love your neighbor and hate 
your enemy.’ But I tell you: Love 
your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you.

7.  Those who have been 
shown mercy should offer 
mercy

Luke 6:36

Be merciful just as your Father in 
heaven is merciful. 

Next Step

Like David prayed in Psalm 139, 
ask God to search your heart. 
Invite him to adjust your heart so it 
reflects his heart. 
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