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-Our role in the Second Coming- 

Date:  December 5, 2021 (Year C, Advent 2) 

1.  Texts:  Malachi 3:1-4; Canticle 19; Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6. 

2.  Subject:  the Second Coming. 

3.  Topic:  the role of believers in preparation. 

4.  Aim:  instruct.   

5.  Proposition:  “God can do the Second Coming, but he’ll use us to prepare for it.” 
 

PERSONAL PROPHECY 

 

 Last week, some congregations I know sang this: 

Light one candle for hope, 

One bright candle for hope. 

He brings hope to everyone. 

He comes. He comes. 

The theme of the first Sunday in Advent is hope—hope for the world, hope for 

us, hope that the final redemption of God will come.   

 

 You and I can live in hope, for we are citizens of the Kingdom of God and 

joint heirs with Christ.  The Messiah’s birth at Bethlehem proves that God can 

complete his work in the Second Coming.  Having brought salvation into the 

world once, God can do it a second time.  Oh, not in the same way, but God can 

complete the good work he started in Bethlehem.   

 

 But, of course, he did not start that work in Bethlehem or in Jesus or in 

Mary.  The work of our salvation started uncounted centuries before that.  It really 

started with creation itself, but if you had to put a name and a face to the 

beginning, it would be with Abram who is renamed Abraham.  God selected 

Abraham to be his ambassador to his chosen people.  Abraham both delivered 

the word of God to people and lived out God’s will for people to see. 

 

 That process of proclamation and living continues in the prophets of Israel 

and Judah.  It is clearly described in the lives of Isaiah, Micah, Zechariah and John 

the Baptist.  The whole people of God get to experience God’s proclamation and 

God’s demonstrations through the people of God.  We label those people 

“prophets”. 
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 But the whole people of God is a prophetic people.  We all possess an 

obligation to proclaim and to live out the will of God.  Clearly there are some 

prophets who have a particular and specific call to prophecy at a specific time and 

in a specific context.  That’s what we heard about today in the Gospel of Luke.  

But all the people of God have a call to prophecy, to this life of proclamation and 

demonstration.  That’s actually what gives us hope in Advent. 

 

 You see, God worked through people to prepare for and to bring about the 

birth of our Saviour.  He made the Jews his Chosen People through Abraham.  He 

guided them through the prophet clans and the literary prophets.  The people 

responded to God in lives of faith—at least some of the time.  God used Mary and 

Joseph to provide a human life for the Christ.  From Abraham to Moses to the 

psalmists to the prophets to John the Baptist, God worked through people to 

create the context into which the Saviour could be born. 

 

 It will be through people that God will work to prepare for the Second 

Coming of the Christ.  It will be through us that our hope for salvation is made 

tangible in this world.     

 

 Throughout all the history covered in the Old Testament, God relied on 

people proclaiming his word and living his life in order to prepare for the coming 

of the Christ.  It is in exactly the same way that God will prepare for the second 

coming of the Christ. 

 

 Obviously, telling people how to live their lives isn’t an effective 

proclamation of God’s word.  And certainly don’t try telling them how wrong 

they are or how bad they are or, if they don’t get their lives right with God, they’re 

going to go to hell.   

 

 Telling people about how God is at work in and through you is an effective 

proclamation.  Telling others the story of your own salvation is as good as it can 

be.  Sharing what God wants to make out of your life is genuine proclamation.   

 

 I am beginning to think that genuine prayer is also a great form of 

proclamation.   
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 Again, praying that someone change their life is not effective prayer, let 

alone effective proclamation.  Saying, “We pray for Tom, Dick and Harry.  

Amen,” is neither prayer nor proclamation.  It lists our intention for prayer, but 

it’s not actually a prayer.   

 

 To be meaningful to people, prayer must be specific and address the real 

needs of the people for whom we are praying.  God doesn’t need us to say 

anything in order to comprehend our prayer.  But people do need to hear and 

understand our prayers.  They need to find hope in our prayers.  For that, our 

prayers must address their situations and in ways that we can believe are 

achievable. 

 

 In this vein, the fulfillment of our prayers should not rely overly much on 

the miraculous powers of God.  God can and sometimes does intervene in life 

with a miracle, but this is rare.  We can neither expect nor demand miracles.  

Praying for a miracle that seems to never arrive frequently disappoints people 

and hardens their hearts against God.   

 

 Rather, prayer as proclamation mirrors the believers’ role in Advent.  As 

God relies on his people to proclaim his word and live his life, so our prayers 

should rely on his people for fulfillment.  So… 

• rather than “God, heal this cancer”, pray “Lord, work through the doctors 

and medical staff to bring healing to this person.” 

• rather than “God, fix this marriage”, pray “Jesus, empower and enable this 

couple to be open and honest, so that they might find healing in the 

relationship and so restore their love.”   

• rather than, “God, provide a secure refuge for all refugees,” pray “Lord, 

use your Church to provide the funds for resettlement programs.” 

In our prayers, we look for Christians to be the channels for God’s answers to our 

prayer.  We become God’s hands and feet, directed by his Spirit through our 

prayers.  In this way, our prayers become proclamation and our lives become the 

demonstration of God’s life on earth.   
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 Throughout all the history covered in the Old Testament, God relied on 

people proclaiming his word and living his life in order to prepare for the coming 

of the Christ.  God is relying on our proclamation in our words and in our prayers 

to prepare for the second coming of the Christ. 

 

 But we are also to live God’s life on earth.  As we know, God is more 

concerned with our characters than he is with our circumstances.  To help prepare 

for the Second Coming, the disciples of Jesus have to show others our divinely 

influenced characters.  We are to live out the life of Jesus in the here and now.  We 

live with faith, hope and love.  We allow people to see God at work in us and so 

demonstrate his holiness in our behaviour.  We worship God in Spirit and in truth 

by allowing others to see that Spirit and God’s truth at work in us.   

 

 Think of it this way. 

 

 Faith is a relationship with God marked by love, trust, self-sacrifice and 

surrender to the will of God.  The disciple chooses to live a transparent life in 

which others get to see the love, trust, self-sacrifice and surrender at work to 

transform his character.  Through our honest self-revelation we say to others, 

“Here is what God is doing in my life.  I’m looking forward to what I will 

become.” 

 

 God used his people to prepare the world for the First Coming of the Christ.  

He will use his people to prepare for the Second Coming.  He will use us as he 

used them, through our proclamation and our transparent lives.  His voice will 

speak through us in our words and prayers.  His life will be seen in our lives.  God 

will use his ambassadors to prepare his world to receive its King.   

 

 In this way, we will be the hope for the world.  So light one candle for hope 

and thereby signal to the world God’s reign of peace, joy and love. 

 

 AMEN.   

 


