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A Daily Devotion Guide for ADVENT 2021 

This week, our theme is PEACE. Peace can seem to be an impossible, perhaps even an unreal thing. The 
Bible tells us that when peace comes, the lion and the lamb will lie down together. This is difficult to 
imagine even as a figure of speech. Peace between nations seems an unattainable goal. Some of us can 
not even imagine peace within our own family. In Sam’s sermon last week, he quoted G.K. Chesterton 
who said, “Hope means hoping when things are hopeless, or it no virtue at all.” Let us keep that in mind 
as we explore the concept of peace this week. We can all hope for peace, and one way to build peace is 
by finding the peace of God in our own lives, then allow it to guide our actions, and hopefully influencing 
others so that God’s peace will spread throughout the world. Our hope is that this week of exploring the 
peace of God will help you find more peace in your life. Our prayer is God of peace – grant us peace. 
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Readings, Thoughts and Prayers 

Monday, December 6 

Reading:   Philippians 1:2 “Grace and peace to you, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Thought:  Many of the greetings in the epistles contain the phrase “peace to you.” The peace 
referred to in these letters to the early Christians is the peace that comes as a gift from 
God. We can not force peace. A peace that requires force is no peace at all. Will power 
and discipline are not enough to bring peace. What is required is to open your heart and 
allow God’s peace to saturate your life. This can be a difficult thing during the busy 
season of Advent. You may have to consciously make time and humbly ask God to give 
you the gift of peace. Each of us has a time and place conducive to this. Perhaps you 
need to schedule a night gazing at your Christmas tree with carols softly playing in the 
background. Perhaps you need to take a moment to embrace the peace of a baby 
sleeping. Perhaps you need to take a drive in the country to take a deep breath of cold 
winter air. Whatever you do, take time this week to seek out the time and place where 
you can be available to receive God’s gift of peace. Where will you go to allow God’s 
peace to enter your life? 

Prayer:  Holy Spirit – enter my heart and grant me the grace and peace that comes only from 
your presence. 

Tuesday, December 7 

Reading:  Luke 1:79 “guide our feet into the path of peace.” 

Thought:  Faith is often compared to a journey. As you take this walk of faith you may be 
wondering “How can I know I am on the right path?” “How can I be sure I am following 
the path God wants me to take?” Taking those steps of faith can be frightening and 
filled with self-doubt and anxiety. One thing is for sure, walking in the steps of Jesus is 
not always easy. The path God leads you to may lead to discomfort as you move out of 
your rut, but eventually it will lead to a feeling of rightness, the feeling of peace that 
comes only from submission to Gods will. You must remain aware of the path you are 
treading. The path of life is full of dead ends and pitfalls. If you move past discomfort 
and into pain, you should probably stop and reconsider where you are going. Always 
remember God does not expect you to be perfect. If you stray from the path of peace, 
ask God to redirect you and allow yourself to be forgiven and set right. What path are 
you on? 

Prayer:  God – help me to hear your guiding voice as I move through my life and my journey of 
faith. 
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Wednesday, December 8 

Reading:  1 Corinthians 4:33 “For God is not a God of disorder, but a God of peace” 

Thought:  Once again I am experiencing the scripture visually. This verse is giving me a dual vision. 
One is of my living room strewn with open boxes of Christmas decorations, empty 
coffee cups, things to be put away and piles of newspapers to go to the recycling. The 
other is of the same room clean and tidy, filled with nativity scenes and a Christmas tree 
decorated with gold and glass balls. Every year I move my home from order into 
disorder then back into order as I decorate for Christmas. The story of Genesis tells us 
God created our world out of chaos. This is contrary to the law of entropy, which states 
all natural things move from order to chaos. Following God means turning away from 
the chaos of our world and seeking out God’s realm of tranquility, harmony, serenity, 
and peace. What are you doing today to seek out God’s world? 

Prayer:  God of peace – help us to turn away from our world of chaos and confusion and follow 
you into your world of order and peace. 

Thursday, December 9  

Reading:  Luke 3:4 “Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.”  

Thought:  Scripture can be interpreted to have a specific message for each of us right now. As you 
move through Advent you are encouraged to prepare your heart for the coming of the 
Christ Child. Just as you prepare your home for Christmas by baking special foods and 
bringing out special decorations, you need to prepare a way for God in your life. God 
wants a “straight path” into your heart. On Tuesday you contemplated God’s path of 
peace compared to the path of life. Just as life may take twists and turns, you can put up 
roadblocks to keep God out of your heart. God is powerful but will never force himself 
on you. If you think you might have put up a barrier, pray to have a tiny crack develop. 
An enormous amount of light can come in through that tiny opening. . It doesn’t have to 
be wide, just straight. How are you preparing a way for God in your life? 

Prayer:  Friend Jesus – I open my heart to you. I have prepared a place for you. 

Friday, December 10  

Reading:  Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God which 
transcends understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

Thought:  Here’s an interesting piece of scripture to contemplate during the pre-Christmas season 
so often associated with gifts and expectations. These days you may have prayers that 
go something like – “Please God, let me find that perfect toy that is so hard to find.” or 
“Please God, help me remember to take the turkey out of the freezer in time to thaw” 
or maybe even “Please God, let there be room on my credit card to approve this 
purchase.” This letter to the church in Philippi doesn’t say they will  be given what they 
have requested. It says they will be given the peace of God, then goes on to say that this 
will “guard their heart and mind.” What a great gift to be given! What does the peace of 
God mean to you? 

Prayer:  Loving God – remove my anxious thoughts. I give praise and thanksgiving for your 
ongoing presence in my life. Grant me your peace. 
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Saturday, December 11 

Reading:  2 Peter 1:2 “Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of 
Jesus our Lord.” 

Thought:  One of the great themes of the Bible is that God wants everyone, including you, to live a 
life of blessing and abundance. This life God wants for you is not so much a life of 
wealth or material possessions, but an abundance of blessing. Blessing can take many 
forms; hope for a better world, joy in something as simple as a child’s laugh or a 
stranger’s smile, realization that you are truly loved as a perfect child of God, peace 
from knowing that God is in charge. A life of abundance is a life saturated with the 
Advent themes of hope, peace, joy, love – all those things that faith in God brings. What 
other blessings has God given to you? 

Prayer:  Great and Glorious God – I give praise and thanks for all the blessings you have 
bestowed on me. I find joy in the abundance that is freely given and available to me.  

 

 

 

 


