
Life Among the Believers 
 

Sunday, November 28 
10:00 am Worship Service                                                            Meetinghouse 
 
Monday, November 29 
8:00 am Action Cleaning (Windows) 
 
Tuesday, November 30 
8:00 am Action Cleaning (Windows) 
7:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal               Meetinghouse 

 
Wednesday, December 1 
8:00 am Action Cleaning (Windows) 
7:00 pm BHS Fundraiser Concert                                                             Pilgrim Hall 

 
Thursday, December 2 
7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal               Meetinghouse 

 
Friday, December 3 

 
Saturday, December 4 
9:00 am Church Fair 

 
Sunday, December 5 
10:00 am Worship Service                                                            Meetinghouse 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1009 Main St., Branford, CT 06405  

          (203)488-7201    www.FirstCongregationalBranford.org  
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     First Sunday of Advent 
    HOMESICK (HOPE) 

 

 
 

 



November 28, 2021 
First Sunday of Advent 

 

~ You are welcome to make yourself at home in our worship –  
to join us in singing and prayer, to sit quietly, to cry or to laugh. ~  

 

Gathering...in God’s Presence 
 

Prelude                                                                                                                    Phil Rinehart 
 

Lighting The Candle of Hope 
 

Advent Response              Light up the Darkness                                       FCCB Choir 
 

Introit                                             Of the Fathers Love Begotten             FCCB Choir 
 

Welcome                                                                                                       Rev. Joseph Perdue                                                                              
 

Call to Celebration                           Susanne Lendler Marsh                                                       
                                            
Can one be homesick for something you’ve never known?  
We are homesick for a just world, for peace like rivers, 
for the end of suffering.  
Yes, we are homesick—  
for joy that is contagious, 
for nations that feel like neighbors, and for hospitals that run empty.  
We are homesick for the world God promises.  
We are homesick, but we are on our way.  
God is here. God is still creating.  
Let us worship Holy God.  
 

Gathering Prayer                                         Susanne Lendler Marsh                                                                                 
 

Hymn of Praise                             Come Thou Long Expected Jesus *                           FCCB Choir 
 

Call to Confession            Susanne Lendler Marsh 
 

Prayer of Confession                       Susanne Lendler Marsh 
 

Words of Forgiveness                 Rev. Joseph Perdue 
 

Family of faith, even when we throw in the towel, even when we give up on hope, God does not 
give up on us. We are loved. We are claimed. We are invited closer to God’s home. So hear and 
trust this good news:  

FOR OUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK 
 

We give thanks for…  
The return to normalcy - step by step 
 
Ongoing prayers for… 
Marissa, Betsy Boynton, Ruth Greco (Mae Genovese’s sister), Zak and EmmaRae Carroll, 
Alberto Tirry (friend of Deb Laudano), David Lendler, Jeff Buggee, Philip Rinehart, Bianca 
Dorsi (Aunt of Betsy Dorsi), Janice Roberts (FCCB CDC), Rick Barker, Don Potter, William 
Chisholm (Teresa Sander’s Grandfather), George Spear, Janet Young, Jean Andros, Colin & 
Justin Williams (Linda Mitchell’s cousins), Grace Chaplin (Paul’s mother), Nancy Dougherty, 
Joseph Arnson (Take-A-Vet Fishing Volunteer Care Member), Wayne Childs, Marge Nalewajek 
(Meghan St. Pierre's mother), Ella Furjes, and her mom, Gwen (Jennifer and Mareyna 
McCaughtry’s friends), Cory Martens (Kelly Marten’s brother), Jim Bolan, Rose & Tom Moore 
(Sharon Reynold’s Mom & brother), Edward DeFrancesco, Dormer Family, Robert & Margaret 
Gehm (parents of Nancy Gehm), Martha Hickman (Lil Sakai’s mom), Alison Hobbie (Betsy 
Gay’s daughter), Ethel Marchesseault (Linda’s mother), Sylvia O’Brien, Lou Wells 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Service Notes 
 

** We would appreciate if you would silence your mobile device. Thank you! ** 
 

The flowers in our sanctuary were given in memory of  
Cathleen Mooney Grantland, by Jennifer McCaughtry. 

 
Worship today is led by 

Rev. Joseph Perdue & Susanne Lendler Marsh 
 

OneLicense # A-714200 & CCLI # 11227237 grants permission for use. 
 

 
 

Rev. Joseph Perdue’s general hours & contact information  
Office Hours: T-Th: 9a-3p (or 1p-3p visits) if evening mtg., 3p-9p  

jperdue@firstcongregationalbranford.org; church (203) 488-7201, ext. 107 
 

Kerry Stewart’s contact information  
Office Hours: T-Th: 9a-2p, if evening mtg., 3p-9p  

kerry@firstcongregationalbranford.org; church (203) 488-7201, ext. 106  
 

Church office contact information 
email address is: office@firstcongregationalbranford.org  

Phone: (203)-488-7201, Website: www.firstcongregationalbranford.org 
  

 
 

++Our weekly worship service is recorded & replayed on BCTV Channel 18 or 1070 for 
Comcast customers and Channel 6004 for Frontier customers at 5:30pm on Sundays.++ 
 

 
 

Sunday Flower Chart 
 
If you’re able to contribute $35 for flowers, please consider signing up on the 
bulletin board outside of the Russel Room or call or send an e-mail and Missy will 

sign up for you.  Include who/what you would like the flowers to be in honor/memory/ 
celebration of.  Thank you so much for keeping our altar adorned, and our flower fund 
supported! 
 
 

There is room for us in God’s house, and nothing can separate us from that love. We are 
claimed. We are forgiven. We are welcomed home. Thanks be to God! Amen.  
 

Morning Payers & Silence           Susanne Lendler Marsh  
 

The Lord’s Prayer             Susanne Lendler Marsh  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 
 

Receiving...God’s Word for us 
 

Anthem                Waiting, Wondering, Wondering, R.E. Schram                     FCCB Choir 
 

Children’s Message                                                                                               Kerry Stewart  
 

Scripture Reading                    Jeremiah 33:14-16, Luke 21:25-36             Susanne Lendler Marsh                              
 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!  
 

Sermon                                    Homesick                         Rev. Joseph Perdue 
 

Hymn of Reflection                      Lift Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates *                        FCCB Choir 
 

Responding...to God’s Love 
 

Life Among the Believers                           
 

Christmas Fair Update                                                                                               Carol Rutt                                                                
  

Mission Moment                                                                                                                      
 

Call to Offering                                             Susanne Lendler Marsh               
 

Offertory                                                                                                                        Phil Rinehart                      
 

Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below, 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

Dedication                    Rev. Joseph Perdue            
 



Hymn of Dedication             I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light *                         FCCB Choir 
 

Benediction                   Rev. Joseph Perdue 
 

Benediction Response                                                                                            FCCB Choir 
 

Commissioning                                        
 

And All God’s People said Amen!          Susanne Lendler Marsh 
 

Postlude                                                                                                Phil Rinehart   
 

~ Making Christ’s Love Known in Word and Action ~ 
 

*Please rise in body or in spirit 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Awake to Wonder (bulletin cover) 
by Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity  
Inspired by Luke 21:25-36 | Digital painting with collage  
 

It is peculiar that we begin Advent with adult Jesus offering us a prophecy and parable filled with 
fear and mystery. This particular scripture is within a longer section of Jesus describing the 
coming destruction of the temple, a public statement that no doubt added to the conspiracies 
and plots stirring against him. The fate he speaks of is filled with terrifying details: the temple 
demolished, false prophets, wars and uprisings, food shortages, natural disasters, persecution, 
and epidemics (Luke 21:5-24). As we read these words now, this litany of fear and foreboding 
feels far too familiar—a bit too close to home.  
 

When I began this series of visuals, I printed an architectural blueprint on a large piece of 
cardstock. Using acrylic paint, I added fluid strokes of blue, obscuring the white lines in the 
blueprint so that the plans for building a home would appear present but also blurred and 
concealed. I added hints of gold leaf, trying to emulate the texture of paint peeling from the 
exterior of a building. I then shifted to digital media, photographing the painting from a number 
of angles and then drawing figures and details into my compositions with my stylus and iPad.  
 

As I began this particular image, I imagined a scene of chaos and apocalypse. However, as I 
drew a woman lifting her head and reaching for the fig tree, I began to see a vision of beauty and 
hope, a glimpse of one’s whole being awake to wonder.  
 

I think we all share a collective homesickness. It feels like nostalgia. It looks like the trauma 
hiding in our past. It can turn into foreboding fear that robs us of real joy. But in this image and 
in Jesus’ words, I see a call to resilience despite the difficult realities that confront us. I see a 
longing so deep that it keeps us reaching—for a home restored, for comfort renewed, for the 
fruit that is sure to come. — Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity 

Welcome Statement 
 

The First Congregational Church of Branford affirms the full diversity of God’s creation and 
welcomes persons of differing views, of all national and ethnic backgrounds, and of all sexual 
orientations, without regard to worldly condition. We hope you will share your particular gifts 
and faith journeys with us and join us in our worship and work. 
 
To all our church community, parents, and friends of young children: God put the wiggle 
in children; don't feel you have to suppress it in God's house! We welcome you and your 
child/ren. Children are a gift to the church and a reminder that the church is growing. May our 
church be a place where we give smiles of encouragement to parents! 😊 
 
Be a Walker: If you are younger, able-bodied and attend the 10:00 a.m. service, please park 
away from the church entrances, leaving closer spaces for those who may need them. There is 
ample parking in the community lot at the corner of South Main and Montowese Streets and 
also behind the shops on the north side of Main St.   
 

 
 

Ministerial and Administrative Staff  
Joseph Perdue   Senior Minister 
Kerry Stewart   Faith Formation Coordinator 
Philip Rinehart   Director of Music & Adult Bell Choir 
Katie Jones   Director of Vocal Choirs 
Missy Van Vliet  Administrative Assistant 
Pat Carroll   Bookkeeper 
Deanna O’Connell  Moderator 
Frank Shaw   Worship Team Leader 
John Woods         Sexton 
Stephanie Linke        Director of the Child Development Center 
Carol Hoadley  Historian 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

*Please email e-Spire articles to Missy at office@firstcongregationbranford.org 
 

** If you have not received recent eSpires, or would like to subscribe to our weekly 
newsletters, please let the office know and we’d be happy to help! **  

 
 


