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I grew up around the old-time farmers. The ones that can tell the 

weather forecast better than any TV meteorologist going. I can 

remember one spring, Dad was talking about taking the snow blower 

off the tractor and getting it ready for spring work. Grandpa cautioned 

him, letting him know that the geese are not home yet, winter is not 

done. He was right. Winter had one more blast and Dad was glad to still 

have the blower at the ready. I don’t know how many times when we 

could hear the train whistle from Clinton, I heard Grandpa or Dad say 

that a change in the weather was happening. We live six miles out and 

it took many years for me to understand that hearing that whistle was 

clear changing air. If we were having a mild spell in winter, it was a sign 

to prepare for a storm. Extra wood was brought in for the furnace and 

fireplace. Oil in the lanterns, wicks trimmed and anything else that 

needed to be done because back then we had storms. This year as I 

heard in the late summer, the prediction of an early stormy winter, my 

weather training said this is way off. The leaves are late turning their 

brilliant colours and the woolly caterpillar is saying that it should be a 

fairly mild winter. Well, here we are, late November and it looks like 

winter may be starting to arrive.  

Today is the first Sunday of Advent and we are seeing the signs of 

wonderful things in the next few weeks. Our Advent candles are out 

and the first one lit. Bayfield had it’s Big Christmas weekend, stores are 

playing Christmas music and houses are decorated with wonderful 

lights and greenery. It has many of us getting excited for the 

preparation, shopping, baking, Christmas Service, and traveling to see 



family. What other signs do you watch for? Are you keeping watch and 

preparing for the biggest event of them all? 

Today’s readings remind us to be watching for signs. There are many 

sprinkled all through the bible. Signs that have been studied by scholars 

and philosophers to try and warn us when the end of the earth, the 

second arrival of Christ will happen, when we will see the Son of Man 

coming in a cloud. With that much study happening of the topic, I am 

not about to try and explain what the examples that were read today 

are trying to tell us. Many examples can be given of the earth distress 

among nations. Events around the world today can be used as well. I 

wonder if these signs are like me listening to the train whistle. 

Understanding that it wasn’t the whistle but the fact that the air was 

clear so I could hear the whistle. Will we see the signs and one day the 

meaning will be clear, and we will know, just know?  

So, what do we do until then? We prepare. “Be on Guard so that your 

hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the 

worries of this life. “Our lives as Christians are not to be spent searching 

the sun, moon and stars for clues to the end of days, but to live. In 

trying to think of something to compare to so I can explain my thought 

here I think back to when I was younger, the house was kept clean 

extra food was prepared in meals, you never knew when someone 

would just “drop by” and you always invited them into your house and 

to your table. Unlike today when someone wants to visit, they call, or 

txt. A date and time and a plan is made for the visit. One then does an 

extra house clean and plans a meal that they think the guest would 

enjoy. Be on guard tells me, we need to always be ready for that 

unsuspected guest. We should always live a life of love, one that 

welcomes others, and we are always ready to let them know of the 

future arrival of the Son of Man.  



Just as when signs of a mild winter are shown, one should still stock up 

and prepare for an upcoming storm. Keep watch and prepare for the 

return of Jesus.  AMEN. 


