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O, Come Let Us Adore Him 
“Behold Your God” 

Selected Texts 
Delivered at Central Baptist Church on November 28, 2021 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 (SHOW SLIDE 01) It’s that time of year again when we reflect on Christ’s advent.  Advent 
means “coming.”  For the next few weeks, leading up to Christmas, I want to lead us in a 
new series I am calling “O, Come let us adore him.”  I am, of course, borrowing that title 
from the Christmas carol.   

o I am praying that as we reflect on various angles of the Christmas story, our 
hearts would embrace Jesus.  That we would see afresh how glorious he is.  That 
each week we would call out to each other, “O, come let us adore him.” 

 Normally we take one passage of scripture and unpack it, but today I want to look at 
four passages all from what we call “the gospel of John.”   

o Throughout his gospel, John, uses the word, “Behold” to draw our attention to 
Jesus.  To call someone to “behold” something is to say it is very important.  
You’re placing emphasis on it.  You’re saying, “Pay attention! Look!  Look at 
this!”  

 So, this morning John is calling us to behold Jesus in four different ways.  
This morning is a call to behold the man, to behold the Lamb, to behold 
your King, and in the final place to behold your God. 

 An old Scottish preacher named James Stewart, whom I am borrowing a few thoughts 
from today, also points out that these four ways of looking at Jesus may also be viewed 
as stages of belief.   

o People begin by beholding Jesus as a man.  They then move toward seeing him 
as the Lamb who can take away their sins, which in turn leads to behold him as 
King and finally as God. 

 So no matter where you are at in the stages of belief, I want to invite you 
into the Christmas story this morning.    

 
BEHOLD THE MAN 

 In the first place, we hear a voice in John’s gospel that calls us to (SHOW SLIDE 02) 
Behold the man! 

o The first step in many people’s faith journey is beholding or seeing Jesus simply 
as an incredible figure of history, as even the greatest man in all of history. 

 We see this invitation to behold the man Jesus in the voice of Pilate.  We read the 
following in John 19: (SHOW SLIDE 03) “Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. 2 And 
the soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head and arrayed him 
in a purple robe. 3 They came up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck 
him with their hands. 

o Pilate knows that Jesus’ trial has been a sham and does not believe he is guilty of 
anything.  But to appease the crowds who wanted him crucified, Pilate had Jesus 
flogged.  He then brings Jesus out in front of the crowds.  His arms are bound.  
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Blood streams down his face from the thorns pressed into his head.  He is weak 
from the flogging he has just received.  Yet, he does not swear at Pilate.  He does 
not rage at the crowds.   

 Pilate wants to show the crowds that Jesus is a beaten man, a humbled 
man, and one that poses no threat.  Here’s what the next verse says, 
(SHOW SLIDE 04) 5 So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and 
the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!” 

 It is an invitation to the crowds and to us today.  Behold the man!  What do you think of 
this man?  What is your opinion about this man? 

o And, of course, there are just as many opinions about him today as there were in 
his day.  As modern people we must begin at least with the fact that he truly was 
a historical man, not just a legend or myth.   

 The message of Christmas begins with the fact that Jesus was born.  He is 
not a myth or a legend, but just as you were born, he was born. 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 05) There is a scholar by the name of Bart Eerhman.  He specializes 
in the gospels and early Christianity.  He is also a skeptic and unbeliever.  He wrote a 
book entitled, Did Jesus Exist?   

o He begins the book by saying that he is confused by the regular stream of 
questions asking if Jesus even existed at all.  At first he didn’t take it seriously 
because as a historian it was obvious that Jesus did exist.  But he got more and 
more questions.  He researched it and concluded that basically every true 
historian agrees that Jesus existed, but that at a popular level on YouTube 
channels and such, self-proclaimed experts were asserting that Jesus did not 
exist.  And so he opens his book by writing,  

 (SHOW SLIDE 06) “I am not a Christian, and I have no interest in 
promoting a Christian cause or a Christian agenda. I am an agnostic with 
atheist leanings. . . . But as a historian I think evidence matters. And the 
past matters. And for anyone to whom both evidence and the past 
matter, a dispassionate consideration of the case makes it quite plain: 
Jesus did exist.” (Dr. Bart Eerhman) 

 Behold the man, simply as a historical person who actually existed.  (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 
07) And as people begin to look at Jesus’ life they behold him as the most incredible 
man who ever lived. 

o There is a reason why Jesus is regularly on the cover of TIME magazine or 
MacLeans.  They know they will sell many more copies because Jesus is such an 
incredible figure of history. 

 Behold the man Jesus whose ethical teachings still make us stand in awe – a man who 
calls us to love our enemies, to avoid hypocrisy, and to care for the poor. 

o Behold the man Jesus who did not just teach, but practiced what he preached.   
 Behold this incredible man who as he is being crucified asks God to 

forgive those who are crucifying him.   
 Behold this man who called us to love each other and gave up his very life 

out of love for his enemies. 
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 Behold this man who turns the other cheek and wins with love instead of 
violence. 

 Pilate’s words and his invitation were more ironic than he thought.  John’s gospel shows 
us that Jesus is not just any man.  He truly is the man, the man of all men, the human 
being of all human beings.  He is what a human being is supposed to be like.   

o Again, this is the message of Christmas.  As John writes in the first chapter of his 
gospel, (SHOW SLIDE 08) “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.” 

 What an incredible man.  What courage he showed.  What love he 
demonstrated.  What wisdom he revealed.  The first thing we are called 
to do is to behold the man.  (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 09) 

 
BEHOLD THE LAMB 

 After we have seen Jesus as a historical figure and been amazed by him as the best of all 
human beings, there is a second voice that calls to us from John’s gospel.  This second 
voice calls us to take the next step in our journey toward faith in Christ.  The next call is 
to (SHOW SLIDE 10) Behold the Lamb! 

o In John chapter 1, we read about how a man named John the Baptist was 
baptizing people in the river. People thought John might be the Messiah – that 
is, the one whom God had promised to come to save his people.  John denied 
that he was the Messiah and said he was only there to pave the way for the 
Messiah. 

 Then we read this in verse 29.  (SHOW SLIDE 11) The next day [John the 
Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world! 

 The message of Christmas is that God became a man and he did it for a purpose.  It is 
not enough to just talk about God becoming a man.  In one sense it is incredible to 
reflect on God taking on human flesh, but we must not stop there. The obvious question 
is, “Why?  Why would the Son of God do this?”  A big part of the answer is that he 
became a man in order to die for our sins. 

o (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 12) It is not enough to talk about Christmas.  We must 
always connect Christmas with Good Friday.  To fail to do this is like reading a 
novel and ending it half way through.  In the same way, once we behold the man 
we then need to move to the next step which is to behold Jesus as the Lamb. 

 Throughout the Bible’s story, lambs are used as substitutes.  Rather than 
a human being having to die for their sins, a lamb is provided as a 
substitute.  For instance, in the sacrificial system of Israel the people 
would lay their hands on the head of a lamb or goat and confess their sins 
over the head of the animal.  This symbolized the idea their sins were 
being transferred to the animal.  So rather than a human being facing 
judgement from God, the animal would take the judgement for the 
person.  The lamb takes your sin and dies for you. 
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 Jesus was born in order to become the Lamb who would take our sins upon himself and 
die in our place.   

o Jesus is the lamb of Genesis 22 where God provided Abraham a lamb to be a 
substitute so Isaac would not die.   

o Jesus is the Passover Lamb whose blood was spilled so that the angel of death 
would pass over the houses of God’s people in Egypt.   

o And Jesus is the Lamb led to the slaughter in Isaiah 53 whose death removes our 
sins. 

 On our journey to faith in Christ we all must come to the place where we see that we 
have sinned against our Creator, that we are deserving of judgement, but that out of 
love for us God sent Jesus to be the sacrificial lamb who takes away our sin. 

o Have you come to the place where you believe Jesus is not just a great historical 
figure, but also the only one who can remove your sins?  Have you called upon 
him and said, “Jesus, please take away my sins?”   

 To all who call on Jesus the Bible declares that your sins are taken away.   
o That is why we can sing with the psalmist: “As far as the east is from the west, 

so far has he removed our transgressions from us.”   
o That is why we fall on our faces in thankfulness to God for as Hebrews 8:12, “I 

will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”   
o That is why we can stand up and shout with Paul in Romans 8:1: “There is now 

therefore no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” 
 When you call on Jesus to take away your sins, he does it and you can sing, 

o “My sin not in part but the whole is nailed to the cross and I bear it no more, 
praise the Lord, praise the Lord, oh my soul.” 

 Or in the simple words of that old Sunday school song.  Gone, Gone, 

Gone, Gone! Yes, my sins are gone. Now my soul is free, and in my 

heart's a song; Buried in the deepest sea; Yes, that's good enough for 

me; I shall live eternally, Praise God! my sins are G-O-N-E, gone.”   
 The purpose of Christmas, the purpose of the Son of God becoming a man, was to lead 

up to Good Friday where the Lamb of God was slain for our sins. 
o O come let us adore him, Jesus the Lamb who was slain. 

 
BEHOLD YOUR KING 

 Behold the man!  Behold the Lamb!  And now let’s listen to a third voice in John’s 
gospel.  It comes twice and says the same thing but it comes from different voices.  In 
the third place the call goes out to us and says, (SHOW SLIDE 13) Behold your King! 

o On the week before he died, Jesus entered the city of Jerusalem.  When the 
people heard he was coming, they took palm branches and went out to meet 
him.  We read this in John 12. 

 (SHOW SLIDE 14) 
 12 The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that 

Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of palm trees 
and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!”  
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 (SHOW SLIDE 15) 
 14 And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written,  

15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion;  
behold, your king is coming,  
sitting on a donkey’s colt!”  

 (SHOW SLIDE 16) 
 16 His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus 

was glorified, then they remembered that these things had been 
written about him and had been done to him 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 17) By waving palm branches the people are declaring that Jesus is 
the long-promised King from the line of David, the king whom God promised would 
come to conquer all the enemies of God’s people.   

o But as John indicates, the people did not really understand what they were 
doing.  They thought he had come to defeat the Romans, when he had actually 
come to defeat enemies far worse.  Jesus, the king came to defeat sin, death, 
and the evil spiritual powers. 

 He does it not through violence, but through humility.  He rides in a 
donkey.  He is the promised king of Genesis 49 – a king whom it was said 
long ago would come on a donkey’s colt and whom the nations would 
eventually bow before in obedience.    

 And then Pilate also speaks more words that have far greater meaning than he ever 
thought.  After He said, “Behold the man.” Pilate questioned Jesus further.  He then 
brought Jesus out to the people and we read these words in John 19:14: (SHOW SLIDE 
18) [Pilate] said to the Jews, “Behold your King!” 

o Again, we see the great irony of the situation.  This gentile ruler Pilate is 
declaring Jesus to be the long-promised king.  He has no idea about the full 
extent of what he is saying.   

 But this is exactly why Jesus came into the world.  This is the message of 
Christmas.  The Son of God became a man.  He gave his life to take away 
our sins.  And because of this “God has highly exalted him and bestowed 
on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.” 

 The writer to the Hebrews says, (SHOW SLIDE 19) 
o At present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to him. 9 But we see him 

who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned 
with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of 
God he might taste death for everyone. 

 There again we see how Christmas is always tied to the bigger story.  
Christmas is here tied to Good Friday and to Easter. 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 20) Have you progressed in your journey to faith in Jesus from 
seeing him not just as a man, but as the Lamb of God who can take away your sins, and 
not just that but to beholding him as your king – the one whom you bow before and 
obey? 
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o You may have many difficulties and doubts about Christianity.  That is normal.  
You may have many criticisms and I am sure many of them are justified.  Surely 
some of your criticisms are about churches and Christians like us here at Central 
who profess faith in Jesus but do not always represent him well.   

 May I say this to you: whatever your doubts, whatever your questions, 
whatever your criticisms of the Church and of Christians (which are 
probably true), there is ultimately one question that rises above all other 
questions; one question you must come face to face with no matter how 
many Christians fail, no matter how much hypocrisy you see in the 
Church; one question that is the key to all other questions: what will you 
do with Jesus? 

 This is the ultimate question: what will you do with Jesus?  His followers 
may not always represent him well, but what will you do with him?  Have 
you bowed the knee to him as your king?  Are you prepared to move to 
the next step in your journey today and say to your own soul, “Behold 
the man! Behold the lamb! And now, soul of mine, Behold your king!” 

 Jesus has crown rights over this world, for he created it.  Jesus has crown rights over 
your life and mine for he created us.  Jesus has crown rights over our souls, for he 
bought us with his blood.  Jesus has crown rights over our lives, for he is the king over all 
kings, and the lord over all lords. 

o The only right and proper response is to call to your soul and to everyone else, 
“O, Come let us adore him.  Let us bow our knees before him.” 

 
BEHOLD YOUR GOD 

 Behold the man!  Behold the Lamb!  Behold your King!  As we behold Jesus as each of 
these, we come to the final part of our journey in discovering who Jesus is and giving 
him all of ourselves.  The last voice calls to us and says, (SHOW SLIDE 21) Behold your 
God! 

o Isaiah spoke of good news.  He told the people that God himself was coming to 
save them.  He wrote, (SHOW SLIDE 22) 

 Go on up to a high mountain,  
O Zion, herald of good news;  
lift up your voice with strength,  
O Jerusalem, herald of good news;  
lift it up, fear not;  
say to the cities of Judah,  
“Behold your God!” 

 John’s gospel also builds to this point.  (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 23) Much further down the 
story – past Christmas, past Good Friday, and past the first morning of Easter, the risen 
Jesus appears to Thomas.  Thomas touches Jesus.  He watches Jesus eat some fish.  This 
is no ghost.  This is no hallucination.  Thomas grasps who it is before him.   

o And now he looks into the eyes of Jesus, who was dead and gone but is now 
alive.  Looking into the eyes of Jesus, Thomas’s mind explodes with the 
realization of who this is that stands before him.   
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 This is no mere man.  This is not just a great teacher.  This is not even the 
greatest of all men. This man is otherworldly.  This man is beyond the 
natural.  This man is super natural.  Thomas knows in that moment He is 
in the presence of deity and in complete surrender and faith he worships 
Jesus saying, “My Lord and My God.” 

 This is the final step of truly beholding Christ.  When we bow before him as our God.   
o We bow before him not merely as a person bows respectfully before a king or 

queen.  We bow before him in worship as our Creator, as the one who is worthy 
of all honour and worship and praise.  We gladly give him our entire lives for he 
is glorious and wonderful.   

 So this morning the call goes out: Behold the Man!  Behold the Lamb!  Behold your King!  
Behold your God!   

 
NICENE CREED 

 Let’s turn now to confess our beliefs by reciting the Nicene Creed.  The Nicene Creed 
was written in the 4th century.  It was particularly written to combat the idea that Jesus 
was a created being and so it goes to great lengths to describe Jesus as God.   

o It is a bit long, but it so wonderfully captures who Jesus is and what we believe.  
So let’s read this and confess these truths together this morning. 

 (SHOW SLIDE 24) 
 We believe in one God, 

      the Father almighty, 
      maker of heaven and earth, 
      of all things visible and invisible. 

 (SHOW SLIDE 25) 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

      the only Son of God, 
      begotten from the Father before all ages, 
           God from God, 
           Light from Light, 
           true God from true God, 
      begotten, not made; 
      of the same essence as the Father. 

 (SHOW SLIDE 26) 
      Through him all things were made. 
      For us and for our salvation 
           he came down from heaven; 
           he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
           and was made human. 

 (SHOW SLIDE 27) 
           He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; 
           he suffered and was buried. 
           The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. 
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 (SHOW SLIDE 28) 
           He ascended to heaven 
           and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
           He will come again with glory 
           to judge the living and the dead. 
           His kingdom will never end. 

 (SHOW SLIDE 29) 
 And we believe in the Holy Spirit, 

      the Lord, the giver of life. 
      He proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
      and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified 

He spoke through the prophets. 
 (SHOW SLIDE 30) 

      We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic church. 
      We affirm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
      We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, 
      and to life in the world to come. Amen. 

* “catholic” means “universal” 
 


