
The First Sunday in Advent 2021 

“And all the city was moved, saying, ‘Who is this?’” (St. Matthew 21.10) 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Today is the First Sunday in Advent, and with it we begin a new Church Year. 

Strangely, however, the Gospel presents the events of Palm Sunday. No doubt 

you are wondering what it have to do with the Lord’s promise to come again? 

And, what relevance does it have for us? There are some very subtle clues that 

will help us – let’s follow them. And, please join me in following them on page 96 

of the Prayer Book. 

The first clue is the destination -- it is in the first line: “When they drew nigh unto 

Jerusalem”. That’s where Jesus and His disciples were going. The next line tells us 

the direction they were coming from: “(they) were come to Bethphage, unto the 

Mount of Olives”. Bethphage was a village approximately two miles from 

Jerusalem. Five hundred meters on from it was the Mount of Olives which 

overlooked Jerusalem. Please note this, and we will come back to it. 

Somewhere near the Mount, Jesus took a break, and instructed two of His 

disciples to go into the village of Bethphage. “Go into the village over against 

you,” He said “and straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt with her: loose 

them and bring them unto me. And if any man say aught unto you, ye shall say, 

‘The Lord hath need of them; and straightway he will send them’”. 

This instruction about the donkey is an important clue to grasping Jesus’ 

intention. He had a plan for entering Jerusalem that would fulfill a prophecy that 

was 550 years old. We know this from what the Gospel says next: “All this was 

done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Prophet saying, ‘Tell ye 

the daughter of Sion, ‘Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon 

an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass”. This was a quote from the Prophet Zechariah 

who was speaking about the long-awaited Messiah who would bring peace to the 

whole world. 

So, instead of entering Jerusalem on a gallant horse decked out for war, as a 

revolutionary political or military leader, Jesus planned to enter on a slow-

moving, lowly donkey. This was a sign of peace, and it fulfilled the prophecy of the 

Messiah. 



Once the donkey was in place, the disciples did what they could to make the most 

of the situation. Some put their extra clothes on the donkey’s back for padding, 

and then they helped Jesus to get seated. A great crowd began to gather and 

some of the people made a make-shift ‘red carpet’ cutting down branches from 

the trees and laying them in the road. And then, as the donkey clip-clopped along, 

people went ahead, and some came behind, crying, “Hosanna to the Son of 

David! Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord! Hosanna in the 

highest!”  

“Hosanna” meant ‘Save us! Save us now!’. It was the cry of a people looking for 

the Messiah (who was to be from the line of King David), to bring deliverance 

from the Roman government, and ultimately, the Roman Empire.    

So far, what we have talked about are three details regarding the events of Palm 

Sunday: Jesus’ destination (Jerusalem); the direction from which He was coming 

(the Mount of Olives); and His mode of transport (a donkey). There is another 

detail – another clue – that we should examine before moving to the last part of 

the Gospel. Coming from the direction of the Mount of Olives tells us that Jesus 

would have entered Jerusalem by the Eastern Gate. The city was completely 

enclosed by a high stone wall, and there were eight gates or entrances. The 

Eastern Gate was nearest to the temple. According to Jewish tradition, the 

Shekhinah (שכינה) (Divine Presence) used to appear through the eastern Gate, 

and will appear again when the Messiah comes from the East, at the end of time. 

(Ezekiel 44:1–3). Hence, it was a key location for prayer. The area just outside the 

Eastern Gate is also the location of the largest Jewish cemetery in the world. 

Thousands of Jews are buried on the slope of the Mount of Olives which faces the 

Eastern Gate, in expectation of the resurrection of the dead when the Messiah 

comes to Jerusalem via the Eastern Gate.   

As a quick side note, the Eastern Gate is (and has been for centuries) a very 

controversial location. In an effort to stop the coming of the Messiah, Muslims 

closed the Eastern Gate in the year 810. It remained closed for 300 years until the 

Crusaders reopened it in the year 1102. But that lasted for less than a century: it 

was walled up again by Saladin (the first sultan of Egypt and Syria) after he 

defeated the Crusaders in 1187. The gate in its present form was sealed by the 



Ottoman Sultan Suleiman in 1541. Looking at it straight on, it is a sealed double 

entrance that leads into two vaulted halls. 

Nevertheless, on that first Palm Sunday, the Eastern Gate was open and, it is 

believed that Jesus rode slowly through it into Jerusalem – on a donkey – all well-

known signs to those present who were awaiting the Messiah. 

What happened next was probably not what people expected. The Gospel says 

that, “Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and 

bought in the temple; and overthrew the tables of the money-changers, and the 

seats of them that sold doves; and said unto them, ‘It is written, My house shall 

be called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves’”. It was one 

of the only times in the Gospels that Jesus acted with anger – albeit righteous 

anger. Basically, He exercised judgement and cleansed the temple. He didn’t ask 

the sellers and money-changers nicely. He didn’t gather everyone around and give 

them all another chance. He evicted them for defiling a holy place, period. 

The result of any judgement is separation. And that’s what happened in Jerusalem 

at the temple on that first Palm Sunday. Those whose priority was money and 

material things were separated from those whose priorities centered on God. 

So what is the relevance of this for us? The Lord’s judgement in cleansing the 

temple should be understood in terms of the cleansing He wants to do within our 

hearts. There is definitely this individual application. When He returns, we will all 

be called to give an account of our lives. As we say in the Nicene Creed: “He shall 

come again with glory to judge the quick and the dead”. And it will be a complete 

and perfectly fair judgement by Him “to Whom all hearts are open, all desires 

known and from whom no secrets are hid.” 

There is another aspect though. The Gospel says that as Jesus passed through the 

Eastern Gate “all the city was moved”. No one was indifferent about His Presence. 

No one ignored what was happening. Everyone was affected. On the one hand, 

this is a warning to our culture and to the world that the Messiah is coming and 

He will sit upon His glorious throne, and “all the nations will be gathered before 

Him. Then, He will separate them, one from another, as a shepherd separates the 

sheep from the goats.”  (St. Matthew 25.31-32) On the other hand, it is a warning 

to the Church about our responsibility. We are charged by the Lord to preach the 

Gospel; but, the best way for us to do that in our culture is by action. It is a true 



statement that whereas “all the city was moved” when Jesus entered Jerusalem, 

few will take notice of Him if the Church is lethargic. 

As the very Body of Christ on earth, we are charged to continue the work of John 

the Baptist and prepare souls for the return of Christ. This requires the sacrifices 

of a holy love – that Love with which God has loved each one of us. Having 

received that love, we are to love our neighbour, and every person. We may not 

agree with them, and we may not like what they do, but we are commanded to 

love them. That does not mean we cannot speak the truth; nor does it mean that 

all discipline goes out the window. Jesus overturned the money-changer’s tables; 

He cleaned house, literally. But the thing is, if we do not love them, we will not  

care whether they have received the Good News of Christ or not; nor will we care 

what happens to them in this world, or in the world to come.  

It is true that Jesus drove out the money changers and all the sellers, and cleansed 

the temple; but with His judgement, there also was grace. By His actions, He 

called them to reconsider their actions, and the focus of their life. They may have 

found it to be a harsh, but it was His last offer to them to accept God’s Mercy and 

to live the new life.  

His public ministry was almost over and in just five days He would be nailed to a 

Cross outside this city, for their sins and for the sins of the whole world. He was 

absolutely the Messiah, but not in the way the people expected. He would deliver 

them from the tyranny of Satan and hell, not the Roman government. His 

kingdom would not be of this world, but rather of Heaven. It would be a spiritual 

realm, not a physical one. 

The double, four meter-wide entrances of the Eastern Gate may be bricked up, 

but Christ will not be stopped. He has promised that He will come again with His 

angels, on the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory, and every eye will 

see Him. As the long-awaited Messiah, Jesus the Christ will come to judge the 

whole world and its peoples with His Truth. As the Church, we are not excused 

from our responsibilities. In fact, how much more will be required of us who have 

received the Holy Spirit, and the Good News of Christ’s Death and Resurrection? 

Dear friends, there is much work to do! “The night is far spent, the day is at hand; 

let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of 

light!” 



And now unto God Almighty: the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost… 

 

 

 

         

  

      

   

 

 

 


