Forgiveness: A Portrait of God
Colossians 3:12-14

The Cross removes the obstacles which separate us from a loving God. His gift of forgiveness is not just His plan of salvation, it is a model of how God wants us to respond to those who have wronged us. Forgiveness is at the heart of God’s grace economy and a key to our freedom. 

I.  True Forgiveness Is Costly:

(A.)  A Free Gift (I Pet. 1: 18-19) - 

(B.)  Cheap Forgiveness (Hurts vs. Wounds) -  

(C.)  Costly Forgiveness - (Matt. 5:44-47) -

II.   True Forgiveness Is Frightening:

(A.) Absorbing the Cost (Rom. 6:23) - 

(B.) Risking Rejection (John 1:11) - 

III. True Forgiveness Is Redemptive: 

(A.) Opens the Door (Col. 3:12-14) -

1. Possibility of Reconciliation

2. Hope of Repentance

(B.) Takes the Initiative (Rom. 5:8) -

      1.  Doesn’t Wait

      2.  A Taste of Grace

To forgive someone, especially one who has wounded us deeply, is an act that requires the grace of God working His divine nature in and through us. When we appropriate His grace to do this, we demonstrate the supernatural power of God to redeem! We free someone and that someone is Us!

Faulty Strategies to Deal with Pain/Wounds:
· Retreat - back away and build a wall (lonely)
· Attack - lash out and reject first (prickly)
· Deny - it’s not that bad, stuff it (angry, bitter)

Going Deeper:

1. Would you describe yourself as a forgiving person or one who tends to hold a grudge? What factors have contributed to this disposition?  

2. Why is forgiveness so easy to receive but, at times, so difficult to give? Does the difficulty come in the cost of the forgiving?

3. Have you ever released someone from a wrong they have done to you, and assumed the cost (pain) of the wound they inflicted on you? If you have, what step is still lacking in this process?  

4. Why is it so crucial to remind ourselves of God’s amazing mercy toward us? What part does this awareness play in our ability to forgive others? 

5. Personal: Why is Paul’s powerful admonition to the Colossians to clothe ourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience so crucial for us in this concept of forgiving others?

Questions for Our Kids:  

1. Have you ever had to forgive someone for some- thing they have done to you? When you forgave them, how did it make you feel? 

2. Why do you think Jesus asks us to forgive others? Does He know it will actually be good for us? Do you think He can help you to forgive?

3. Have your Mom and Dad ever forgiven you when you have disobeyed? How did that make you feel? Do you see that when we forgive someone, it can help them feel God’s love? 

