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ANTICIPATION 

 

Today is the first Sunday of advent. What does that 

word ‘advent’ mean anyway? It means ‘coming’ as in 

something is coming or something is anticipated.  

 

The word is rarely used today other than to describe 

the period of the last four Sundays leading up to Christmas.  

 

Even in our increasingly secular world pretty well 

everyone knows by now that Christmas is coming. The 

stores are tastefully decorated hopefully enticing shoppers to 

buy more presents.  

 

 Christmas lights are adorning businesses and homes 

alike. Santa is appearing miraculously at several places at the 

same time and it seems that Santa Claus parades are on the 

schedule of every municipality. 

 

And of course, children in particular are anticipating 

the big day.  

 

In our North American culture, we are all in our own 

way anticipating Christmas.  

 

But our modern world’s anticipation of Christmas has 

strayed far from the anticipation we find in the Old 

Testament writers who for hundreds of years were 

anticipating a messiah.  

 

The Old Testament prophets had hints, The Holy 

Spirit gave them partial revelations, they wrote about what 

they were anticipating, the picture they were given was not 

entirely clear, there were many questions as to the nature of 

this messiah, but they were convinced that someone was 

indeed coming.  
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Isaiah anticipated the messiah. The fifty third chapter 

of his prophecy is focussed on this one who would come.  
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From the ESV we read this from the first verses of 

Isaiah 53: 

 

Who has believed what he has heard from us?  

And to whom has the arm of the LORD been 

revealed?   For he grew up before him like a young plant, 

and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty 

that we should look at him, and no beauty that we should 

desire him.  
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He was despised and rejected by men, a man of 

sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom 

men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him 

not. Surely, he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; 

yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.  
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But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was 

crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement 

that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.  

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every 

one his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity 

of us all. 
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 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he 

opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 

and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he 

opened not his mouth.  

 

So, the prophets were anticipating. Anticipating the 

arrival of their messiah. Anticipating the first Christmas. The 

Holy Spirit gave them glimpses of what was coming. Their 

anticipation was passed on to the general population where it 

spawned hope.  
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Hope that the long awaited messiah would come. 

Year after year would pass. Decade after decade and yes 

even century after century would pass because after all Isaiah 

had penned his words over seven hundred years before Jesus.  

 

But despite the passing of time hope remained. 

Through the years the people suffered through invasions 

from surrounding enemies, a civil war that divided the nation 

into two parts, a forced captivity in Babylon, and finally the 

humiliating occupation by the Romans. 

 

Where was God in all of this hardship and trial? Why 

wouldn’t he send the long awaited messiah? Everyone was 

longing desperately for a saviour.  

 

But the hope of the general population, even the hope 

of the religious authorities pictured a much different Messiah 

than Isaiah.  

 

The general population and the religious authorities 

pictured the messiah as a strong military leader. They longed 

for a King who would be like their hero King David. 
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Someone who would sweep the Romans aside as David did 

with the Philistines. 

 

Surely God knows what we need! We need a political 

saviour. Not someone like Isaiah who is picturing someone 

who will be oppressed and afflicted, someone who will be 

led like a meek lamb to the slaughter! 

 

You see the focus of the people was on what they 

perceived to be their immediate and practical needs. They 

wanted political freedom from the Romans. It was 

humiliating to have to live under the rule of their enemies. 

They were concerned about the practicalities of life, safety 

food and water. 

 

Both the people and God knew that there was a need 

for a messiah. Both the people and God knew there needed 

to be a first Christmas. Both the people and God knew that 

there needed to be a saviour, but their understanding of what 

would be the nature of the messiah, the saviour who would 

come was radically different.  

 

A lot of history has transpired since Isaiah penned his 

prophetic vision. A lot of history has come and gone since 

the saviour was born in Bethlehem.  

 

But as we begin to reflect on the advent, as we begin 

to anticipate the coming of Christmas in 2021, little if 

anything has changed with respect to the great disparity 

between what people think that they need, what they are 

hoping for in terms of Christmas, and what God has 

provided.  

 

The people in Bible times were focused on the every 

day realities of life. They hated the Roman rule. Many 
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struggled to find enough food. Disease and sickness were 

often afflictions to contend with.  

 

By comparison God was looking at the long term. 

Our human nature tends to think of the temporal, what is my 

need right now. But God has an eternal focus. God has a 

spiritual focus.  

 

First God wanted to provide a solution for our sin 

problem so that they could be restored in relationship with a 

holy God and spend eternity with him.   

 

But secondly, he wanted to provide not presents, but 

presence. He wanted to provide his only son whose presence 

would comfort and reassure his disciples and all who would 

subsequently decide to be his followers. 

 

Not presents as in gifts, but a personal presence of 

Jesus which would remain with his followers forever via the 

Holy Spirit.  
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God was more concerned with the long term 

prospects for his people.  

 

In Romans 5:12 (NLT) Paul writes: 

 

When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s 

sin brought death, so death spread to everyone, for everyone 

sinned. 

 

I suppose that this tells us that this disease that came 

through Adam is the worlds most infectious virus strain. The 

delta strain of the covid virus affects many but the sin virus 

affects us all. 
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Before long the sin pandemic had spread throughout 

the entire world and because sin and God’s pure holiness are 

totally incompatible, God destroys the entire human 

population with the exception of Noah and his family. 

 

While our world today pays little regard to and even 

jokes about sin this tragedy from Noah’s world serves to 

remind us that sin is a major issue. We like the people of 

Noah’s day are condemned to death unless we find a solution 

to our sin problem.  

 

God’s holiness demanded, and still demands that sin 

be punished.  

 

Eventually God would introduce the law that is the 

ten commandments and a huge number of ceremonial laws 

that were intended to provide regulations that would allow 

people to avoid sin. 

 

But this approach failed miserably. People repeatedly 

broke God’s laws. The people still worshipped other Gods, 

most of the Kings that came and went were evil idolatrous 

kings propagating the religions of the nations around and 

leading their people into the same detestable practices.  

 

So, while the people anticipated and looked forward 

to a messiah who would deal with their immediate day to day 

trials, God was focussed on delivering a solution to the 

people’s sin problem.  

 

God’s plan for a solution involved a substitutional 

sacrifice. It involved finding someone who was capable of 

bearing the punishment for all who have sinned and would 

sin for the duration of life on planet earth. 
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But what sort of person would be capable of bearing 

that kind of punishment? 

 

Shaun Doyle writes: 

 

But how can one man’s death be a fitting substitute 

for many? What the one man lacks in numbers, He must 

make up for in worth. And, the man who died wasn’t a mere 

man. Jesus is a divine person, having divine worth. One drop 

of his blood is worth more than all the creation combined. 

So, his death is more than enough to pay the legal penalty for 

as many people as will believe. 

 

So, God was planning on delivering a substitutionary 

sacrifice. A solution to our sin problem and would be made 

available to anyone. 
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Seven hundred years before Bethlehem, Isaiah 

anticipated that provision. 

 

Surely, he has borne our griefs and carried our 

sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and 

afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was 

crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement 

that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed 

 

But the people in general were not looking for hoping 

for or anticipating a solution to their sin problem. They were 

hoping for a strong charismatic political leader.  

 

 But seven hundred years before Bethlehem Isaiah 

correctly envisaged a different personality. 
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 He saw someone who would take on himself the sins 

of many and willingly give his life so that others might be 

saved, that others could be forgiven, so that others could put 

on the righteousness of Christ and stand faultless before the 

throne of God.  

 

 What a huge disparity between what the people were 

anticipating and what God was planning.  

 

 Today over two thousand years have passed since the 

birth of Jesus in Bethlehem.  

 

 But the disparity between our observance of 

Christmas and God’s plans and intentions remain. 

 

 It is interesting that only two of the four gospels 

actually cover the birth of Jesus. Neither is any mention of 

observing Christmas made in any of the other New 

Testament Books. 

 

 In the hours before his crucifixion, Jesus specifically 

asked his disciples to frequently remember his death but 

made no mention of his birth.  

 

 This is not to say that it is wrong to celebrate 

Christmas. Our Lord’s birth is arguably a very important 

historical event. After all our calendar is established on it.  

 

 But as we enter this advent period, I would submit to 

you that it is important to remember that the birth of Jesus 

was only the first tangible step in God’s plan to offer a 

solution to our sin problem.  
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 Christmas has unquestionably become the biggest, 

Holiday on our Canadian calendar.  

 

The observance of Christmas in one way or another 

has become much more predominant that that of Good 

Friday and Easter, the event Jesus that did call us to 

remember.  

 

 I think it is fair to say that God in giving us Jesus to 

die on our behalf, giving us the indescribable gift as Paul 

puts it, was the initial motivation to exchange gifts at 

Christmas time.  

 

 Unfortunately, today our advent season, our 

anticipation, tends to be much more about planning the 

purchase of presents and the receipt of presents rather than 

celebrating that the messiah has indeed come. 

 

Celebrating the fact that he gave his life, celebrating 

his death and resurrection so that our sin problem can be 

resolved. 

 

Celebrating his presence with his followers that he 

promised to leave with our forever.  

 

 Our initial reading today was from the Old Testament 

prophet Isaiah. But Luke in his gospel also records the words 

of a New Testament prophet.  
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In Luke 5: 25-32 we read about Simeon 

 

At that time there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon. 

He was righteous and devout and was eagerly waiting for 

the Messiah to come and rescue Israel. The Holy Spirit was 
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upon him and had revealed to him that he would not die until 

he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.  
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That day the Spirit led him to the Temple. So when Mary and 

Joseph came to present the baby Jesus to the Lord as the law 

required, Simeon was there. He took the child in his arms 

and praised God, saying,  

 

Slide 11 

 

“Sovereign Lord, now let your servant die in peace, as you 

have promised. I have seen your salvation, which you have 

prepared for all people. He is a light to reveal God to the 

nations, and he is the glory of your people Israel!”  

 

 This story, this prophecy is an interesting one. 

Simeon is apparently not a priest, just one of the common 

people. 

 

 But Simeon was a man who had been genuinely 

seeking God, and God in his wisdom reveals to this ordinary 

guy that he would live to see the Messiah. 

 

And then the Holy Spirit confirms that the Messiah 

has arrived when Mary and Joseph bring the baby Jesus to 

the temple.  

 

 Once again there is a sharp contrast between what the 

people were expecting in the person of the Messiah and what 

Simeon sees. 

  

 The people for a Messiah that would save the people 

of Israel. Free them from the Romans, destroy their enemies. 
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 Simeon by contrast sees a messiah for all people. 

Simeon sees the messiah as a light to all nations, Simeon 

would hold and bless the baby who would not destroy 

enemies but rather command his followers to love them.  

 

 And as we begin to ponder the coming of Christmas 

2021 more seriously during this advent period, what are you 

anticipating? What are you looking forward to?  

 

 As we have seen this morning the people of the Old 

Testament and the people of the New Testament had a view 

of the coming Messiah that was substantially different than 

God’s intention.  

 

 What are we seeing as we anticipate Christmas 2021 

and plan our activities 

 

 Will be as believers be swept up in the business and 

traditions of the world or will we be determined to set some 

priorities, a determination to be thankful for Jesus, his death 

resurrection, and the gift of salvation he made possible? 

 

 Will we be thankful for the promise of his presence 

an be determined to take advantage of that over the holiday 

season. 
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 Will it be presents or presence? 

 

 


