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November 28th, 2021 

First Sunday of Advent 

We envision a Spiritual home, as a church and followers of Jesus Christ, where all 

people can fully participate in all aspects of our shared life and ministry and feel safe. 

Through the teachings of Jesus Christ and the guidance of the Holy Spirit we become a 

spiritual home, safe, nurturing, and welcoming. 

 

Good News: Much of what you see, hear, and experience during our worship is 

Metaphorical and Symbolic. 

 

Trinity Memorial & Aldergrove United Churches 

_______________________________________ 

Prelude:  9:45 - Favorite Carols at request (from the Hymn book) 

We Approach 

Welcome and Announcements 

Procession of the Bible  

Hymn – “Hope Shines as a Solitary Star” MV 220 

Hope shines as the solitary star, faith is the inner light. 
 You and I together mirror the Light of Lights, 
 and illumine the pathway home. (3x) 

Acknowledgement of the Peoples and the Land  

It is with gratitude that we gather this day to worship our creator. We 

acknowledge that we worship on the unceded territory of the Stó:lō nation. May 

God be in the midst of the work of reconciliation so that all people may be 

blessed by this land and know gratitude so that all people they become whole. 

Lighting the Rainbow Candle  

We light this Candle to acknowledge that for many who do not conform to the 

societal gender norms hope is spare. May all people no matter their gender 

identity, physical capabilities, ethnic origins be able fully participate in all aspects 

of our shared life and ministry and feel safe. This is our hope that through the 

teachings of Jesus Christ and the guidance of the Holy Spirit we become a 

spiritual home, safe, nurturing, and welcoming. 

 

Today’s Leadership includes 

 

Ministers:  Aldergrove UC -     The Rev. Tracy Fairfield  

         & Trinity Memorial UC - The Rev. Bill Booth 

Music Co-Coordinator:   Christine Schaufert 

Choir Director:    Ron Schaufert 

Organist:     Donna Poncelet 

Song Leaders:    Jerry Johnson & Edie Hayden 

Tech. Support:    Logan Schlosser 

Preaching and Presiding:  The Rev. Bill Booth 

Presiding:     The Rev. Bill Booth and The Rev. Tracy Fairfield 
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Advent Candle Lighting 

Children are invited forward. 

Candle lighting Hymn:  Hope is a Star -  VU 7 Verse 1. 

.Hope is a star that shines in the night, 
leading us on till the morning is bright. 
 R) When God is a child there’s joy in our song. 
 The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong, 
    and none shall be afraid. 

Learning with Our Children  

Hymn:  Hope is a Star VU 7 Verse 1. 

Hope is a star that shines in the night, 
leading us on till the morning is bright. 
 R) When God is a child there’s joy in our song. 
 The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong, 
    and none shall be afraid. 

Call to Worship  

One: In the midst of our anxiety from extreme weather, floods, fires, road 
closures, supply chain issues, and a pandemic we have hope.  

All: We have hope for the advent of the “God with us” and the renewal for 
us and the world. 

Hymn: “A Light is Gleaming” VU 82 verses 1-3 plus refrain 

Refrain) A light is gleaming, spreading its arms 
         throughout the night, living in the light. 
             Come share its gladness, God's radiant love 
             is burning bright, living in the light. 

When light comes pouring into the darkest place, 
it hurts our eyes to see the glow. 
Sometimes a word of hope reminds us of our fears, our memories and tears. R)  

 
When night is round us and every shadow grows, 
a star is there to light our way. 
It tells a story of Jesus who came near to say: 'God's light will ever stay.' R)  
 
And Jesus showed us a brighter path to walk. 
He showed us things we hadn't seen. 
Now we, like Jesus, can help creation shine, and this will be a sign: R)  

Opening Prayer  

One: God of audacious hope, fill us with your light, stir us to action for your 
people, wash away our doubt and give us the strength we need to be bearers of 
hope and light for all of Creation. We come to worship your living presence 
among us.  Amen 

Hymn: “A Light is Gleaming” VU 82 Refrain plus verse 4 

A light is gleaming, spreading its arms 
 throughout the night, living in the light. 
 Come share its gladness, God's radiant love 
is burning bright, living in the light. 
So let us live in the brightness God has giv'n, 
and let us rise to see the dawn. 
We trust that God is here a sparkle and ablaze, warming all our days.  
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We Listen and Reflect 

Scripture: 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 

14The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the 

promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those 

days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for 

David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In 

those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this 

is the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 

Luke 21:25-36 

25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the 
earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the 
waves. 26People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming 
upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27Then 
they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great 
glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise 
your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 

29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the 
trees; 30as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and 
know that summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell 
you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken 
place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away. 34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with 
dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day 
catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all who live 
on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you 
may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and 
to stand before the Son of Man.” 

One: May We hear in our hearts the words of hope in these scriptures. 

All:  Thanks be to God 

Anthem “The Candles of Advent” 

Sermon: “The Audacity of Hope” 

Hymn: “Come and Find the Quiet Centre”  VU 374 

Come and find the quiet centre in the crowded life we lead, 
find the room for hope to enter. find the frame where we are freed: 
clear the chaos and the clutter, clear our eyes, that we can see 
all the things that really matter, be at peace, and simply be. 
   
Silence is a friend who claims us, cools the heat and slows the pace, 
God it is who speaks and names us, knows our being, face to face, 
making space within our thinking, lifting shades to show the sun, 
raising courage when we’re shrinking, 
finding scope for faith begun. 
   
In the Spirit let us travel, open to each other’s pain, 
let our loves and fears unravel. celebrate the space we gain: 
here’s a place for deepest dreaming, there’s a time for heart to care, 
in the Spirit’s lively scheming there is always room to spare! 
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We Respond In Love and Action 

Prayer for Hope:  
One: Holy One, O, Great God is with us, soothe our worried hearts, calm our souls as we live 
in this world of fear and chaos. 
All: We claim a faith that promises hope in the midst of our lives but so often live our lives as if 
there is no hope.  We look out at the world and see disaster, fear, conflict and suffering and 
are tempted to give into despair. We hold guild in our hearts at our helplessness to make a 
difference.  Guide us O Great Spirit. IN the name of the Jesus, the Christ who was born into a 
world of chaos. Amen. 

Words of Assurance: 

One: Sisters and Brothers The greatest joy of our God is healing our broken 

hearts. Forgiven and redeemed let your hope for the world be renewed by God’s 

promise to be with us.   

All. We rejoice at hope restored and God’s promise for the world.  Thanks 

be to God. 

Prayer Introit: Advent Prayer Song: 

Breathe into this moment of Peace with courage to let go, 

daring to dream. For the days are surely coming when we’ll rise  

strong together once again in peace.  

Gathering Our Prayers  

After each prayer request, we will respond with: 

One:  God of Hope 

All:  Be with your people in the time of need.  

Advent Prayer Song: 

Breathe into this moment of Peace with courage to let go, 

daring to dream. For the days are surely coming when we’ll rise  

strong together once again in peace.  

Prayers of the People for the World  

The Lord’s Prayer (sung to the tune of “Away in a Manager) 

Our Father in heaven all praise to your name! 
Your kingdom among us, your will done the same 
By mortals and angels. Come, Lord, reign alone: 
Oh, hear us and bless us from heaven’s high throne. 
  
The bread that we yearn for provide us each day; 
As we forgive others, our sins take away; 
In times of temptation, to lead us be near; 
From evil deliver your children most dear. 
  
For yours is the kingdom; o’er all things you reign. 
And yours is the power; all things you maintain. 
To you be the glory, resounding again, 
From all of creation, forever! Amen! 

Our Offering and Response  

(offering is brought forward as we sing) 

 

Offertory/Doxology: “What Can I Give Him?” 

What can I give him, poor as I am. 
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If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb. 
If I were a wise man, I would do my part. 
Yet what I can give him give him my heart   
 
Prayer of Dedication  

Hymn – “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  VU 1 Versus 1,2,3,6,7 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel 
that mourns in lowly exile here 
until the Son of God appear.  
 R) Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
. O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
who orders all things mightily; 
to us the path of knowledge show, 
and teach us in her ways to go. 
 R) Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
O come, O come, great God of might, 
who to your tribes on Sinai’s height 
in ancient times once gave the law 
in cloud, and majesty, and awe. 
 R) Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
O Come, O Dayspring, from on high,  

and cheer us by your drawing nigh, 

disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

R) Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
O come, Desire of nations, 
 bind all peoples in one heart and mind; 
O bid our sad divisions cease, 
and be for us the Prince of Peace. 

R) Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

Commissioning and Benediction  

1 Thessalonians 3:11-13 

3:11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to 

you. 

3:12 And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another 

and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 

3:13 And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be 

blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his 

saints. 

Sung Response: “Hope Shines as a Solitary Star?” MV 220 

Hope shines as the solitary star,  
faith is the inner light. 
 You and I together 
mirror the Light of Lights, and illumine the pathway home. (3x) 
 

Postlude 
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All Music Reproduced with permission under One License Copyright Cleared 

Music for Churches #605530 

Ministers:  Aldergrove UC - The Rev. Tracy Fairfield  

              & Trinity Memorial UC - The Rev. Bill Booth 

Music Coordinator: Christine Schaufert 

Choir Director:  Ron Schaufert 

Organist:   Donna Poncelet 

Song Leader:  Jerry Johnson & Edie Hayden 

Tech. Support:  Logan Schlosser & David O’Neil 

Preaching today:  The Rev. Tracy Fairfield 

Presiding:   The Rev. Tracy Fairfield & The Rev. Bill Booth 

Duet:     Jerry Johnson & Edie Hayden 


