
MARANATHA: 
November 28, 2021 

[VIDEO- BEEP BEEP] 

Beep beep zip bang.  [1 RR TRAP]

 
How many of you... 
Watched the Road Runner... 
When you were growing up.


The child in the cartoon was right. 
It was frustrating.

That Wile E. Coyote... 

Even though he was...

A super genius...

Could not figure out... 
How to set a proper trap... 
To catch the Road Runner. 


It's not that hard. 

To make a good trap. 


You need some kind of mechanism... 
Preferably NOT from the ACME company. 

But some way to actually catch...

Your prey.


And you need good bait.  
Something desirable...

Fulfills some kind of need...


And then at some point...

When it all comes together... 

There is a hidden surprise... 

That catches you... 
Unaware. 

----------------------------------------------------------

Toward the end of last winter... [2 Mouse] 
We had a mouse... 
In our house. 


There was absolutely no evidence...

Of mice living in our home.

 
No droppings.

No chewed up food bags.

No little wood shavings... 
Where they gnawed... 
Their ever-growing rodent teeth.

 
No evidence.




 
And yet. 

This fat little... 
Big eyed mouse.

Was sitting on our kitchen floor one day. 


And the strange thing is...

It wasn't afraid of us. 


You know how mice... 
Are typically afraid of the giant humans... 
And scurry off... 

When you make a noise... 

Or the lights go on?


Well... this little one... 
Looked at us...

And took his own sweet time...

Scampering into the piano room... 
Underneath the red couch. 


And he kept popping out. 

Like a prairie dog... 

To see if we were still there.

----------------------------------------------------------

We didn't freak out.  
In Wisconsin... mice were frequent visitors... 
When the harsh winters came. 


We made a little wall...

Out of a broom and cardboard...

Opened the front door... 

 
He ran off. 

Nothing more. 

----------------------------------------------------------

But later... we were freaking out....

Just a little bit... 

Imagining an infestation...

Of rodent's in our home. 


So we set traps. 

And it's interesting to me... 
How all the mythology indicates... 
That mice like... what?... Cheese. 


Wrong!  From past life experience...  
And from an article I read... 
On the Victor mousetrap webpage... [3 PB]

MICE LOVE PEANUT BUTTER.


So I set three traps...

Loaded with peanut butter...




In strategic places in our house. 


And nothing. 

No action.

No interest.

No mice. 

Nada. 

 
I really think it was someone's pet mouse... 
That sneaked out of their house... 
And into ours. 

----------------------------------------------------------

All that to say…. Every trap has bait. 

Cheese or PB in a mousetrap. 

Worm on a hook.

Birdseed for the Road Runner.


And when we talk about us…

And the trappings of this world... 
We instantly think... [4 Temptations]


The temptations are...

Money.

Power.

Fame.


All the things of this world...

That we surround ourselves with… 
To convince ourselves and others... 
That we are important. 

That we have status.

That we are better than...

Other people.


HOWEVER... 

The bait in today's lesson...

Is different than all those usual suspects. 

---------------------------------------------------------- 
In the gospel lesson... 
Jesus mentions a trap. 

He says... the Day of the Lord... 
When Jesus comes back...

Just might.. HAS THE POSSIBILITY...

Of catching us off guard.

Unaware.

Surprising us... 
Like a trap. 


And the events... 
Jesus describes as happening...

Are scary.  [5 The Times] 
 
Signs of the end… all around us.




Signs in the sun, moon, and the stars.

There will be distress on the earth... 
And nations confused... 

By the roaring of the sea and waves.


It sounds kind of scary. 

It sounds a little like...

The kind of chaos... 
We have been dealing with... 
For quite a while now.

----------------------------------------------------------

Maybe if we made a list...

Of signs that everything is falling apart... 
We might say...


A pandemic that shut everything down.  
Cultural and political unrest.

Divisions in our nations... 
And in our families. 


We might even add...

Selfishness.

Self-righteousness.

Lack of respect.

Lack of love.

Lack of hope.


And all those things... 

Might make us feel like...

The end… Jesus is talking about. 
 
He says... 

People will faint from fear... 
And foreboding...

Of what is happening to the world. 


Because even the very powers of the heavens... 
Will be shaken. 


At least... that's what it's going to feel like.

People will ask... 

What's going on? 

Where is God? 
Why is all this happening?

----------------------------------------------------------

See... that's the trap...

That Jesus is talking about. 


The bait that we have...

In the gospel lesson today...

Is different than...

All those things... 
That bring us power and prestige.




The bait is NOT... 
The temptations of the world. 


The bait is way heavier than that.

The bait is something that affects... 
The very wellbeing of our hearts.

 
The bait is the temptation... 
To believe that the events of this world...

The daily happenings of this life...

 
Have more power... 

Over our lives... 
Than God does. 

----------------------------------------------------------

So Jesus mentions three things. 

Dissipation..

Drunkenness...

And the worries of this life. 


Those are all things...

That can affect the well-being of our hearts.


Dissipation... [6 Dissipation]

The greek word...

Is a bit strange.

Because it can mean a hangover.

Or the way you feel...

While your hungover. 


But if we just take the word... 
At surface value...

Of what the word means... 
Dissipation means...

Something dissipating... 
Becoming less and less...

Over the course of time. 


Now. I can only imagine... 
That what Jesus is warning us...

Is the dissipation of our faith. 

Of our trust in God. 


And as our hope and trust in God wanes... 
Because of the events of the world...

Our hearts become heavier and heavier.


It's moments like this...

That require us... 
To mind our hearts.

To make sure we are not getting too heavy.

To make sure that our shadows and our fears... 
Aren't getting the best of us. 




We need to take the time to care for our hearts.

Surround ourselves with people...

Who are good and positive…

Or better yet..

Be the people who are good and positive.

 
Speak words...

That strengthen our faith. 
Strengthen our hope.

Strengthen our whole being.


I hate to say this... 
But if people or situations... 
Are bearing down on our souls.

We need to find people and situations... 
That build us back up. 

----------------------------------------------------------

The second bait... 
In our trap is drunkenness.  [7 Drunkenness]


I think this is an easy one to understand. 

Drunkenness is when we try to fill ourselves...

Fill an empty part…

Inside here…


With things like… alcohol... drugs... 

Any kind of thing... 
That replaces genuine love.

 
We try to fill the dark places in our hearts... 
With some kind of substance... 
That has no real substance. 


Now... I'm not saying.... 
Don't drink... or anything like that.

 
But I am saying... 
When it becomes a crutch.

When we drown our sorrows.

When we only feel good... 
When we have a drink in our hand.

 
Then something’s not right. 

And again... in those dark times... 
We need to seek... HELP.

 
Love and support... 
From the people around us.

A counselor or a group... 
To help us get through.




 
But it's up to us... 
To not take that bait.

 
Not believe that the bait of drunkenness...

Will do anything other than...

Make the difficulties... 
More difficult.

---------------------------------------------------------- 
And finally... 

The bait of the worries of life. [8 Worries]

This is such an insidious thing.

Isn’t it? 


It's not that we shouldn't care... 
Or be worried about the events... 
Or the people...

We know and love. 


And even those we don't.


But it's when those worries... 
Become the main focus of our hearts.

 
When we can't see past the worries... 
And become overwhelmed... 
So that when we look at the world... 
We don't see anything good anymore.

 
This is the world God made.

The people are the people... God loves.

We are the church... the people who have been entrusted... 
With the mission of proclaiming the GOOD NEWS.

Of Jesus Christ.


In order to do that... 
We can't be filled to the brim with worry. 
We have to make room...

For the life and hope... 
That we have been given...

In Christ Jesus our Lord. 


Right?

Jesus taught us. 

In his own words. 


Don't worry about tomorrow... 
For tomorrow will bring... 
Worries of it's own. 

Today's trouble is enough for today. 


I saw this meme… just today. [8a Worry Meme].

----------------------------------------------------------




When we are tempted by the bait...  [9 Heavy Heart]

Of dissipation... 
Drunkenness...

And worry. 


We get caught in a trap.


The trap of this world...

When we see things changing... 
And moving...

And even falling apart... 
Sometimes.

 
And think to ourselves... 
There is no hope. 


So our faith wanes.

And we try to escape.

Or we constantly worry. 


And in the process.

Our hearts become heavy.

We forget to live.

And to love.

And to do our work...

Of spreading hope. 

----------------------------------------------------------

So you all understand... 
We are not the first iteration...

Of the church...

To face trouble...

Or pain... 
Or persecution.


In the early church...

The people had to find a way... 

To comfort one another....

In the face of persecution... 
Fear and doubt.

 
When they would approach each other... [10 Maranatha] 
They would say MARANATHA. 

It's two Aramaic words... 

Joined together. 


And the words mean... 

The Lord is coming.

 
Don't forget.

Don't give up hope.

Don't become overwhelmed.

Don't be afraid. 




When you see these things happening...

All around you.


LIFT UP YOUR HEAD AND BE AWARE.

----------------------------------------------------------

In 1944... there was a photographer....

At Princeton University. 

Who was driving along Mercer street... 

At dusk.

 
When suddenly.... 

Half-way down the block...

At street level...

There was a bodiless head... 

Two arms outstretched at ground level...

And a familiar mop of shaggy white hair. 


Acting on professional instinct...

The photographer grabbed his camera... 

And snapped a photo. 

----------------------------------------------------------

But then he heard groans... 
And a distressed expression... 
On the man's face. 


So he ran forward... 
Grabbed the man under the arms...

And hauled out...

The greatest scientist...

The world has ever known.  [11 Einstein]

 
Albert Einstein had fallen down an open manhole. 


As the photographer walked Einstein to his home.

There was a flood of German emotional phrases.

And sobs of pain. 

And he pled with the photographer... 
NOT to publish the photo. 


The photographer agreed. 

But he couldn't have... anyway… 
Even if he wanted to... 
because he had forgotten...

To put film in the camera. 

----------------------------------------------------------

So Jesus said.

When you see all these things happening in the world... [12 Lift Up] 
Stand up... and raise your head...  
Because your redemption is drawing near. 


All these things mean...

That the Kingdom of God...

Is coming into the world. 




And you know how this world works...

Everything will pass away... 
Except the Word of God... 
The promises that God has made.

The life that God has given us... 
Has no end. 


So. Don't be like Einstein. 

Be aware... of this journey...

So you don't fall into a trap.

 
Don't be like the photographer...

Who wasn't ready to capture the moment.  
Be ready for Christ to return. 


And most of all...

Don't take the bait. 

Don't get trapped...

By anything...  
That will cause your heart to be heavy.


It’s not the way you’re supposed to live…

 
God sent Christ into the world.

To fill us with joy...

And love...

And peace... 
And hope. 
 
In spite of everything that happens around us.


When we see signs...

And pains...

And sorrows...


We say to each other... 
MARANATHA... Come Lord Jesus. 

Save us from the brokenness of this world...

And give us new life. 

 
Thanks be to God!

Amen!



