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WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S!
Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex.
Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side.
First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by
the stairwell.
If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Men’s
Sunday school classroom. Any usher will be glad to direct you.
Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex. Ushers are also
available to assist you.
GATHERING MUSIC
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
(We Stand)
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, the fountain of living
water, the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. Amen.
A reading from Romans: Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into
death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too
might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. (Romans 6:3-5)
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and
by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through
the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your
people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and
sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the
gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your
forgiveness, grace, and love. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our
Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
2

Almighty God, who gives us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit and forgives us all our sins,
strengthen us in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life through
+ Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
GATHERING SONG

“God is Here!”
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, through your Son Jesus Christ you gave the holy apostles many gifts and
commanded them to feed your flock. Inspire all pastors to proclaim your word diligently and your
people to receive it willingly, that finally we may receive the crown of eternal glory; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
(We Sit)
FIRST READING

Isaiah 40:1-11

1

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her
that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD's
hand double for all her sins. 3 A voice cries out: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the
LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and
every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough
places a plain. 5 Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it
together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken." 6 A voice says, "Cry out!" And I said, "What
shall I cry?" All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. 7 The grass
withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are
grass. 8 The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. 9 Get
you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O
Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, "Here is your
God!" 10 See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him. 11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the
lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM

Psalm 121

1

I lift up my eyes to the hills-- from where will my help come?
My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth.
3
He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber.
4
He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.
5
The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is your shade at your right hand.
6
The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.
7
The LORD will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life.
8
The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in from this time on and
forevermore.
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SECOND READING

Romans 10:13-17

13

14

For, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved."
But how are they to call
on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they have
never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? 15 And how are they
to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who
bring good news!" 16 But not all have obeyed the good news; for Isaiah says, "Lord, who has
believed our message?" 17 So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes
through the word of Christ.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
(We Stand)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

THE HOLY GOSPEL

John 21:15-17

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 21st chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
15

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you
love me more than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." Jesus said to
him, "Feed my lambs." 16 A second time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?"
He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Tend my sheep."
17
He said to him the third time, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter felt hurt because he
said to him the third time, "Do you love me?" And he said to him, "Lord, you know everything;
you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
(We Sit)
SERMON

Pastor Barry Antley
(We Stand)
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HYMN OF THE DAY

“O God Beyond All Praising”
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THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
ORDER FOR THE INSTALLATION OF A PASTOR

PRESENTATION
Pastor Jason, President Brittingham, and Chairman Fowler come before the congregation.
Pastor Nathan Gragg
Having been authorized by the church to install Reverend Jason Thomas Antley,
our co-worker in the gospel, as Pastor, I now ask for certification of this call.
President Brittingham and Chairman Fowler:
After prayerful deliberation, we, of St. Stephen’s Church, have called
Reverend Jason Thomas Antley as Senior Pastor.
I present him and this letter certifying the call.
The President and Chairman give Pastor Gragg the letter certifying
that the call has been received and accepted.
The President and Chairman move aside.
(We Sit)
ADDRESS AND QUESTIONS
A reading from St. John: Jesus said, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send
you. Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain
the sins of any, they are retained." (St. John 20:21-23)
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A reading from St. Matthew: Jesus said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age." (Matt. 28:18-20)
A reading from First Timothy: Set the believers an example in speech and conduct, in love, in
faith, in purity. Attend to the public reading of scripture, to exhorting, to teaching. Do not neglect
the gift that is in you, which was given to you through prophecy with the laying on of hands by
the council of elders. Put these things into practice, devote yourself to them, so that all may see
your progress. Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; continue in these things, for
in doing this you will save both yourself and your hearers. (1 Tim. 4:12-16)
Pastor Antley, in the presence of this congregation will you commit yourself to this new trust and
responsibility, in the confidence that it comes from God through the call of the church?
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.
Will you preach and teach in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and with the confessions of
the Lutheran church? Will you carry out this ministry in harmony with the constitution of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America?
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.
Will you be diligent in your study of the Holy Scriptures and in your use of the means of grace?
Will you love, serve, and pray for God's people, nourish them with the word and sacraments,
and lead them by your own example in faithful service and holy living?
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.
Will you give faithful witness in the world, that God's love may be known in all that you do?
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.
Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, graciously give you the strength
and compassion to perform them.
Amen.
(We Stand)
People of St. Stephen’s, will you receive Pastor Jason Antley as a messenger of Jesus Christ
sent to serve all people with the gospel of hope and salvation? Will you regard him as a servant
of Christ and a steward of the mysteries of God?
The congregation responds: We will, and we ask God to help us.
Will you pray for him, help and honor him for his work's sake, and in all things strive to live
together in the peace and unity of Christ?
The congregation responds: We will, and we ask God to help us.
Jason Thomas Antley, the office of Senior Pastor is now committed to you in the name of the
Father, and of the Son + , and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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BLESSING
Pastor Jason kneels as Pastor Gragg places a hand on his head:
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the
sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, make you complete in everything good so that you
may do God's will, working in you that which is pleasing in God's sight; through Jesus Christ, to
whom be the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
Pastor Jason stands. He follows procession to the places
of word and sacrament in the Nave.
Pastor Gragg escorts Pastor Jason to the Baptismal Font.
A representative of the congregation says:
You have been called to be among us to baptize, to teach, and to forgive sins.
They proceed to the Pulpit. A representative of the congregation says:
You have been called to be among us to proclaim the good news.

They proceed to the Altar. A representative of the congregation says:
You have been called to be among us to preside at the Lord's supper.
People of St. Stephen’s I present to you Pastor Jason. Let us welcome him in the name of
Christ.
(We Sit)
OFFERING
This special offering will go towards St. Stephen’s Freedom to Imagine campaign.
Anthem

“Only What You Do For Christ Will Last”
You may build great cathedrals large or small,
You can build skyscrapers grand and tall,
You may conquer all the failures of the past,
But only what you do for Christ will last.
Chorus: Remember only what you do for Christ will last;
Remember only what you do for Christ will last;
Only what you do for Him will be counted at the end,
Only what you do for Christ will last.
You may seek earthly power and fame,
The world might be impressed by your great name,
Soon the glories of this life will all be past,
But only what you do for Christ will last. Chorus
(We Stand)
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Raymond Rasberry

OFFERTORY SONG

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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THE PREFACE
THE SANCTUS

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
(We Sit)
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AGNUS DEI

RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion this afternoon
at the center aisle. Communion will be brought to the front pews for those who wish to
remain seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable
to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord’s presence in, with and under each
element alone. For those with a gluten allergy, gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

C

The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn.
The hymn can be found in the back portion of the LBW (Green) Hymnal in your pew rack.
Communion Hymn

“A Mighty Fortress”

LBW 229

(We Stand)
BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace in the name of the Father, and of + the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG

“The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve”

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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SERVING TODAY:
Preacher:
Pastor Barry Antley
Liturgist/Installer:
Pastor Nathan Gragg, Dean of the Saxegotha Conference of the SC Synod, ELCA

Presenters:
Mike Brittingham, President of Congregational Council;
Steve Fowler, Chairman of the Call Committee
Representatives of the Congregation:
Mr. Benjie Rhoad
Mrs. Allison Van Cleef
Ms. Abby Burnett
Soloist:
Mrs. Constance Fleming
Reader:
Mrs. Shannon Burnett
Communion Assistants:
Pastor Nathan Gragg;
Mrs. Shannon Burnett
Crucifer:
Mrs. Shannon Burnett

The Church Staff
Crisis Care Line: 808-6471
Website: www.sslc.org
The Rev. Jason T. Antley
Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life
Mrs. Bailey Slice Parker, Music Director
Mr. Tyler Meade Young, Organist
Mrs. Beth Haggard, Preschool Director
Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator
Mr. Eric Abramson, Sexton
Mr. Stephen Abbott, Seminarian
The Rev. Dr. Dennis Bolton, Pastor for Welcome and Visitation
Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus
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