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Introduction to the day 
Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in great expectation, but 
that expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts appointed for these four 
weeks. The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to spring up for David.” The Thessalonians 
awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus with all the saints.” Jesus’ contemporaries hoped for the 
time “to stand before the Son of Man.” With them we eagerly await the coming days: another 
Christmas celebration, a second coming, and the advent of Christ in word and supper. 
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WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who alone does wonders, 
who lifts up the lowly, 
who fills the hungry with good things. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 
 
God for whom we wait, 
in the presence of one another, 
we confess our sin before you. 
We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 
We falter in our call to tend your creation. 
We find our sense of self in material wealth. 
We fear those different from ourselves. 
We forget that we are your children 
and turn away from your love. 
Forgive us, Blessed One, 
and assure us again of your saving grace. 
Amen. 
 
God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
☩ your sins are forgiven. 
You are children of the Most High, 
inheritors of the eternal promise, 
and recipients of divine mercy. 
God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG  Savior of the Nations, Come (ELW 263) 
 

 
 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel ELW 257, st. 1 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
 and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here 
 until the Son of God appear. 
Refrain 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
At every beginning there is a yearning 
for the one who is coming. 
O Emmanuel, 
Wake us up to your coming. 
We gather together to expect the unexpected 
and imagine the unimaginable. 
O Emmanuel, 
Wake us up to your coming. 
We wait for the day 
when God will recycle tanks into tractors 
and transform minefields into soccer fields. 
O Emmanuel, 
Wake us up to your coming. 
We stay awake by telling stories 
that offer a glimmer of a future 
and agitate dormant hope within us. 
O Emmanuel, 
Wake us up to your coming. 
Jesus, we welcome your presence now 
with the lighting of this candle, 
whose flame brings warmth to winter 
and fills this place with the glow of hope. 
Amen. 
Light the first candle. 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel ELW 257, st. 3 
O come, O come, O Lord of might, 
 as to your tribes on Sinai's height 
 in ancient times you gave the law 
 in cloud, and majesty, and awe.  Refrain 
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FIRST READING: Jeremiah 33:14-16 

A reading from Jeremiah. 
14The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and 
the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and 
he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will 
live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.” 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
A reading from 1 Thessalonians. 
9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of you? 
10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in 
your faith. 
  11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12And may the Lord make 
you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13And may he 
so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 21:25-36 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among 
nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will faint from fear and foreboding of 
what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Son of 
Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up 
and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 
  29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as they sprout leaves you 
can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these things taking 
place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all 
things have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
  34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the 
worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all who 
live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape 
all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY How Long, O God (ELW 698) 

 
 
CREED 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
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and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their needs. 
 
Dear God, our Creator and Redeemer, as we enter the season of Advent, we are reminded once 
again about how you sent your son to live among us and to save us. Thank you for loving us, thank 
you for the joy of this season, and thank you for this opportunity to worship together today online 
and in person.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Comfort, we know during this time of year, many people also feel lonely, depressed or 
hopeless. Please help us to follow your example as we show them love, provide them with comfort, 
and give them hope. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Love, as we go through our daily lives, help us to be guided by Christ’s example so that we 
might be kind and caring to everyone we meet. And please help us to remember that while we are 
all different in so many ways, we are all Your children because You made us in Your image. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Peace, so many people live in danger and in fear in our world. Please be with everyone 
whose lives are filled with danger of any sort. We ask you to help our leaders around the world to 
work for peace instead of conflict. Please protect those who serve in the military, comfort military 
families, and bless our veterans. We ask you to also bless all refugees and help them to find comfort, 
respect, and acceptance. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Compassion, we ask you to comfort those experiencing grief and loss and to relieve those 
who are suffering. Please also bring strength to those who are hospitalized, confined to homes, or 
undergoing tests. We pray for healing for anyone who is ill in mind, body, or spirit. Restore to 
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wholeness those who are struggling with addictions. Bless our shut-ins and help us to bring them 
joy. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Hope, we ask you to bless our family, neighbors and loved ones who are facing challenges 
and struggles in their lives. Listen now as we offer other prayers to you, either silently or aloud…             
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Comfort, be with those to whom death draws near and those who have lost loved ones. 
Bring peace and comfort to all who mourn; knowing with the conviction of our faith that because 
you so loved the world that you gave your Chosen Son, who died and rose again, we too will have 
eternal life. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
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OFFERING PRAYER 
God of our waiting and watching, 
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 
to the service of all your people. 
Prepare the way before us 
as we meet you in this simple meal, 
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 
Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153) 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, the Beginning and the End, 
our Salvation and our Hope, 
we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 
When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 
you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 
At this end of the ages 
your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 
and to heal all the suffering world. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 
his life, death, and resurrection, 
we await his coming again 
in righteousness and peace. 
Send your Spirit on us 
and on this bread and wine we share: 
strengthen our faith, 
increase our hope, 
and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
Amen 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to Christ’s banquet. 
Feast on God’s gift of grace. 
 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Most High God, 
you have come among us at this table. 
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS   
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BLESSING 
The God of hope 
fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that we may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG     Jesus Shall Reign (ELW 434) 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Pastor Chad Huebner; Assisting Minister: Wanda 
Weinberg; Organist: George Weckman; Livestream Team: Kay Cleland/Marilyn Shealy 


