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The official newsletter of the Mirabella family!

Thanksgiving

Dear Friends,
 
I (Tom) am writing this as I sit at a gathering of the Presbyterian
Church in Japan General Assembly. Due to continuing safety
protocols, we are not holding the nationwide assembly in Toyko, but
are meeting in individual presbyteries with the business being
conducted over Zoom. In some ways this is a microcosm of our lives
right now…there has been some easing in Japan of pandemic related
restrictions, but things are still not back to normal.

 
This past Tuesday we gathered as a missionary team to celebrate
Thanksgiving. In Japan, Tuesday was a holiday called “Labor
Thanksgiving Day.” It is intended to be a day to thank people like
firefighters, police officers, medical personnel, and members of the
Japanese Defense Force, so it is more Labor Day, than Thanksgiving
Day. Still, we get a holiday, so we used the opportunity to celebrate as
a team. It was such a joy to gather together after so long. Last year
we tried having a party for all of the MTW teams in the eastern Tokyo
region (total of four teams), but there was too much concern about
safety and we ended up having to cancel. This year we hosted a
smaller group at our house. Still, 30 people is the largest group
gathering we have hosted since BC (Before Corona). 

THE
MIRABELLAS
INJAPAN
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Chiba AO Team Thanksgiving 

What are some other things we are thankful for?
The church leadership recently lifted some of the social distancing
restrictions on our chapel, so we were able to invite everyone to come
for worship at the same time. There were still some who joined by
Zoom, but we had the most people we have had in the sanctuary
since the start of restrictions. It was an encouraging step back
towards normalcy. One blessing in disguise – having to limit in-person
attendance the last two years forced us to embrace online streaming.
If it weren’t for Corona, I think we would have been too intimidated to
try incorporating video. Here is a link to our recently created Alive
International YouTube channel where we post our sermons.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClvyfk9FJfO_jPNCqfPcUEA/featured
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Alive International Outdoor Worship (we did this once in the spring and once in the fall to get around the

restrictions) 

Japan has loosened entry restrictions and our interns (some of whom
have been waiting to come for almost a year) are able to begin
applying for visas. We are trying to jump through the proper hoops to
get approval, and when they come they will have to quarantine for
about two weeks, but we are so excited to have six young people who
are preparing to serve in the ministry here. I am thankful that I have
had the opportunity to teach a 9th grade History and Theology class
for our mission school, CCSI. I will also be thankful to hand it off to
one of the interns when they arrive!

https://www.ccsijapan.com/
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Tom's students (plus one who is home in America right now) 

Two weeks ago at a presbytery meeting I was officially made a
“Cooperating Teaching Elder” in the PCJ. This means that though I
am still a pastor in the PCA, I am recognized as an associate member
of our local denomination and am a member of the Oyumino Church
Session. This process took about a year and I feel very honored to be
recognized in this way.
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Baptism at the Oyumino Chapel Congregation

 
We have also been thankful to be able to host youth group gatherings
at our house throughout the fall. We are glad that our kids are cared
for, and they that get to enjoy fellowship in this way.

Dinner at youth group!

I (Karen) am so thankful that I’ve had the opportunity to participate in
three cohorts of Parakaleo Basic training this past year – One time as
a refresher course with ladies from the Asia-Pacific region, and twice
as a co-facilitator of a small group for US-based Parakaleo groups. It’s
been a blessing to let the Gospel tools that are shared in this training
permeate my heart more and more. I just finished the Alongside
training this past weekend and am excited to be a part of supporting

https://parakaleo.us/
https://gospelcitynetwork.com/parakaleo/
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Parakaleo in Japan so that more Japanese pastors' wives can learn
these practical and memorable ways to apply the Gospel to their
everyday lives. 

 

Doing the Alongside training has begun to equip me with more tools to
be able to listen and minister to other ladies well. My weeks are full of
Japanese studies, leading a prayer small group on zoom, pursuing
team ladies, teaching a one-on-one English conversation class at our
school, and many other opportunities to pursue and connect with the
ladies in our community. It’s a unique season of life where our kids are
very independent and their needs are very different from when they
were little. We are enjoying watching our teen and adult kids grow up
and figure out who they are…will you please pray with us for their
hearts as they navigate all the upcoming transitions and as they look
towards the future and where they might end up?
 

It seems hard to believe it, but we are approaching our next HMA. We
will return to the US in July, after AJ graduates. We are currently
hoping to live in the Harrisonburg, Virginia area, but we don’t know if
we will be able to find a reasonably priced home. If you know of any
housing options (4 bedroom, pet friendly, approximately one year
rental), please let us know! We will be contacting our supporting
churches soon in order to set up visits.
 

Pray requests:
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Please pray that our interns would be able to get their visas
approved and they would be able to get here soon.
Please pray for our middle daughter, AJ, who is doing college
applications right now. Pray for the Lord's leading for her as she
considers her future!
Please pray for our preparations for HMA. We are excited to
have some time back in America, but leaving for an extended
amount of time is very disruptive to our church and mission
team. 

Final Thanks
We are especially thankful for the church and individuals who continue
to faithfully support us with prayers and financial support. Our giving
continues to be strong, which means that we won't need to raise a
huge amount when we come back for HMA.

If you would like to make a year-end donation, you can find all the
necessary information on our
website: https://themirabellas.wordpress.com/giving/

We hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving and will have a
blessed Christmas season and we look forward to seeing you soon!

In Christ,
The Mirabellas

P.S. We love to get Christmas cards! Our home address is 894 Minami Oyumicho, Chuo
Ku, Chiba Shi, Japan 260-0814
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