
THE 1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
HYMNS, READINGS AND PRAYERS 

28 November 2021 
 

HYMN AT THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
‘O Come, O Come, Emmanuel’ 

Common Praise #89 vv. 1-2 
 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 
 
Refrain 
Rejoice!  Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to you, 
O Israel. 
 
O come, O Wisdom from on high,  
who orders all things mightily; 
to us the path of knowledge show, 
and teach us in her ways to go. 
 
Refrain 
 

THE 1ST READING:  JEREMIAH 33.14-16 
 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah. 
 
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I 
will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel 
and the house of Judah.  In those days and at that 
time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for 
David; and he shall execute justice and righteous-
ness in the land.  In those days Judah will be saved 
and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the 
name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our 
righteousness.” 
 
Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

THE PSALM:  PSALM 25.1-9 
 
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
 

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my 
trust in you; let me not be humiliated, nor let my 
enemies triumph over me. 
 
Let none who look to you be put to shame; let the 
treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 
 
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
 
Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your 
paths. 
 
Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are 
the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all 
the day long. 
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
 
Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for 
they are from everlasting. 
 
Remember not the sins of my youth and my trans-
gressions; remember me according to your love 
and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 
 
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
 
Gracious and upright are you, O Lord; therefore 
you teach sinners in your way. 
 
You guide the humble in doing right and teach your 
way to the lowly. 
 
O Lord, all your paths are love and faithfulness to 
those who keep your covenant and your testimo-
nies. 
 
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
 

THE 2ND READING:  1 THESSALONIANS 3.9-13 
 
A reading from the 1st Letter to the Thessalonians. 
 
How can we thank God enough for you in return 
for all the joy that we feel before our God because 
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of you?  Night and day we pray most earnestly that 
we may see you face to face and restore whatever 
is lacking in your faith. 
 
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord 
Jesus direct our way to you.  And may the Lord 
make you increase and abound in love for one an-
other and for all, just as we abound in love for you.  
And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness 
that you may be blameless before our God and Fa-
ther at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his 
saints. 
 
Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

GRADUAL HYMN 
‘God, You Have Caused to Be Written’ 

Common Praise #476 
 
God, you have caused to be written 
your word for our learning; 
grant us that, hearing, our hearts may 
be inwardly burning. 
Give to us grace, 
that in your Son we embrace 
life, all its glory discerning. 
 
Now may our God give us joy,  
and all peace in believing 
all things were written in truth 
for our thankful receiving. 
As Christ did preach, 
through all the world love must reach: 
grant us each day love’s achieving. 
 
Lord, should the powers of the earth 
and the heavens be shaken, 
grant us to see you in all things, 
our vision awaken. 
Help to use, 
though all the earth cease to be, 
your truth shall never be shaken. 
 

 
 
 

THE GOSPEL:  LUKE 21.25-36 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Jesus said to his disciples, “There will be signs in 
the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth 
distress among nations confused by the roaring of 
the sea and the waves.  People will faint from fear 
and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, 
for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  Then 
they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ 
with power and great glory.  Now when these 
things begin to take place, stand up and raise your 
heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 
 
Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree 
and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you 
can see for yourselves and know that summer is al-
ready near.  So also, when you see these things tak-
ing place, you know that the kingdom of God is 
near.  Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass 
away until all things have taken place.  Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away. 
 
“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed 
down with dissipation and drunkenness and the 
worries of this life, and that day does not catch you 
unexpectedly, like a trap.  For it will come upon all 
who live on the face of the whole earth.  Be alert at 
all times, praying that you may have the strength 
to escape all these things that will take place, and 
to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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INTERCESSIONS, THANKSGIVINGS & PETITIONS 
 

Let us turn our hearts and minds to God. 
 
May your love so embrace all peoples of every race 
and nation, so that its power overcomes our con-
flicts, our defences and our fears.  Hear us, God of 
mercy. 
 
May all churches grow together in our understand-
ing of mission, so that we may be strengthened in 
unity and united in acts of service.  Hear us, God of 
mercy. 
 
Give strength to those who live in fear and confu-
sion, so that our human compassion for one an-
other may end injustice and give our societies a hu-
man face.  Hear us, God of mercy. 
 
Give comfort and support to this community, to 
the emotionally and physically ill, for the dying and 
for those who grieve.  Hear us, God of mercy. 
 
May we, with your help, create a world where shel-
ter, food and medical care are available for all and 
where the law protects the dignity of every human 
being.  Hear us, God of mercy. 
 
O Source of creation, we gather up our prayers and 
offer them to you, as we await the coming of your 
dominion, now and at the close of the age.  Amen. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN 
‘Restore in Us, O God’ 

Common Praise #178 (sung to #496) 
 
Restore in us, O God, 
the splendour of your love; 
renew your image in our hearts, 
and all our sins remove. 
 
O Spirit, wake in us 
the wonder of your power; 
from fruitless fears unfurl our lives 
like springtime bud and flower. 
 
 

Bring us, O Christ, to share 
the fullness of your joy; 
baptize us in the risen life 
that death cannot destroy. 
 
Three-personed God, fulfil 
the promise of your grace, 
that we, when all our searching ends, 
may see you face to face. 
 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 
‘How Bright Appears the Morning Star’ 

Common Praise #622 
 
How bright appears the morning star 
with mercy beaming from afar; 
the host of heaven rejoices. 
O righteous Branch of Jesse’s rod, 
true Light of Light and God of God, 
we, too, will lift our voices. 
Jesus, Jesus, holy, holy,  
yet most lowly, ever near us, 
great Emmanuel swift to hear us. 
 
Though circled by the hosts on high, 
you looked on us with pitying eye 
and saved your sinful creatures; 
the whole creation’s head and Lord, 
by highest seraphim adored, 
you took our very nature. 
Amen, amen, alleluia, 
alleluia, praise be given 
evermore by earth and heaven. 
 

CLOSING HYMN 
‘God, Whose Almighty Word’ 

Common Praise #560 
 
God, whose almighty Word 
chaos and darkness heard, 
and took their flight: 
hear us, we humbly pray, 
and where the gospel-day 
sheds not its glorious ray, 
let there be light! 
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Saviour, who came to bring 
on your redeeming wing 
healing and sight, 
health to the sick in mind, 
sight to the inly blind: 
now for all humankind 
let there be light. 
 
Spirit of truth and love, 
life-giving, holy Dove, 
speed on your flight! 
Move on the water’s face 
bearing the lamp of grace, 
and in earth’s darkest place 
let there be light! 
 
Gracious and holy Three, 
glorious Trinity, 
wisdom, love, might, 
boundless as ocean’s tide 
rolling in fullest pride: 
through the world far and wide 
let there be light. 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 
Go forth and proclaim to the world  
that God’s kingdom draws near. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
 
Baruch 5.1-9 
Luke 1.68-79 (as a canticle) 
Philippians 1.3-11 
Luke 3.1-6 
 

THE WEEK IN REVIEW 
 
Tuesday, 30 November at 9.30 
‘A View from the Vicar’ 
 
Tuesday, 30 November from 4.00 to 7.00 
In-Person Open House re Building Project 
 
Tuesday, 30 November at 7.00 
Trinity Tuesday:  Holiness 
 
Wednesday, 1 December at 9.30 
Midweek Eucharist 
 
Wednesday, 1 December from 4.30 to 6.00 
Virtual Open House re Building Project 
 
Thursday, 2 December at 9.30 
‘Thursday Thoughts from HTC’ 
 
Thursday, 2 December at 5.30 
Vespers on Zoom 
 


