Caring for Others at Christmas
Men’s Winter Clothing Donations for Joshua House
We are still accepting donations of good quality, new or used, men’s winter clothing items, to be provided for
the benefit of the men at Joshua House. Bring your donations to the church office.

Sevenoaks Food Bank Satellite
Since April of this year, we have been partnering with the Abbotsford Archway Food Bank to put on a
monthly Food Bank Satellite for them here at Sevenoaks. Each month, a team of over thirty members of our
church family host a food bank that provides groceries to over 40 households in need. To join our team, send
an e-mail to Lori Cross, our Food Bank Satellite Coordinator, at l.crossrosebud1961@gmail.com.

Our friends at the Abbotsford Archway Food Bank usually experience a significant surge in demand at this
time of year, as winter comes on and Christmas approaches. But now, with hundreds of Abbotsford residents
being evacuated from their homes, the demand for their help has gone up more than ever. If you are looking
for an effective way to help both flood victims AND the families in our community who were already living in
poverty and need, please consider making a financial donation to the Food Bank via their website, at
www.abbotsfordfoodbank.com/donate, or bringing in some food to drop in the Food Bank donation bin in
the church office next to the Chapel.

Christmas Bureau
The Christmas Bureau (which is a branch of the Abbotsford Archway Food Bank) provides grocery hampers,
special items for Christmas dinner, and Christmas gift items to hundreds of families in need every year,
including nearly 2000 children. Sevenoaks is proud to be once again providing a space for the Christmas
Bureau to set up its distribution centre. Over the next four weeks Christmas Bureau staff and volunteers will
hand out hundreds of grocery hampers and Christmas dinner items – including turkeys and hams – from a
distribution site set up in the Breezeway next to the Main Auditorium (former Worship Centre). And the
lobby of our Main Auditorium is being made over into a gift shop full of beautiful toys and clothing and
household goods and gifts of all sorts. Families who are registered with the Christmas Bureau will be given
the chance to come to the Toy Room by appointment to shop for their families for free. If you want to
purchase a toy and donate it to the Christmas Bureau’s Toys-for-Tots program, they have a list of drop-off
locations on their website at www.abbotsfordfoodbank.com/toysfortots-2. The deadline for toy drop-off is
November 29.

Sevenoaks Christmas Hamper Program
Now that we are a Food Bank Satellite location, and also hosting the Christmas Bureau, we are partnering
with the Food Bank to expand the scope of our own Christmas Hamper program. Through our Food Bank
Satellite operation, we will be providing Christmas Hampers full of food basics, as well as special items for
Christmas dinner, for up to 70 households, including many of our friends who live in the Alliance Manor next
door. We’ll be helping families with children to access the Christmas Bureau Toy Room. And we’ll be
supplying gifts directly to the adults.
There are three ways YOU can get involved:
1. We need the members of the Sevenoaks Church family (families, couples, individuals, Gospel
Communities) to take part by purchasing a NEW set of personal towels – a bath towel, a hand towel,
and a face cloth – and bringing them in to the church office in a nice gift bag. We will be giving one of
these gift sets to every adult we provide a hamper to this year. If you can take part, drop by the church

office (before or after one of our Sunday services, or during the week) and we’ll give you a special candy
cane with a set of instructions attached. Our final day for drop off of the towel sets will be Sunday
December 12.
2. We will be using some of your generous donations to the Community Care Fund to purchase about half of
the food that will be going in to our Christmas Hampers. (The Food Bank will be supplying the rest.) We
also are experiencing a seasonal increase in direct pleas to us for help with food and rent, from members
of the community. If you’d like to make a contribution to our Community Care Fund, please make a note
on your offering envelope.
3. If you want to volunteer to work directly for the Christmas Bureau in their distribution centre (here in our
building), visit their website at www.abbotsfordfoodbank.com/christmas-bureau/#getinvolved.

Samaritan’s Purse Flood Relief
The Canadian Disaster Relief division of Samaritan’s
Purse Canada is on the ground in Abbotsford,
providing help in a couple of ways. They are
supporting the work of the Province and the City by
operating a flood evacuation shelter out at the
Tradex, where they are housing and feeding flood
evacuees who have nowhere else to stay. And
starting Monday November 29 they will be
participating in flood recovery by sending out work
teams with the expertise and equipment to do postflood clean-up for uninsured homeowners who are
trying to get back into their homes. Based out of an
operations centre set up out at Northview
Community Church on Downes Road, they will be
working six days a week (Monday to Saturday)
sending out teams of volunteers – each led by a
trained Samaritan’s Purse team leader – to clean up
people’s homes.
If you’d like to volunteer to work at the evacuation shelter at the Tradex, or to participate in the clean-up
crews that will be going out to clean up homes in the flood zone as the waters recede, or to make a financial
contribution to the Samaritan’s Purse BC Flood Response Fund, visit the Samaritan’s Purse volunteer page at
https://www.samaritanspurse.ca/getinvolved/be-a-canadian-disaster-relief-volunteer.

Prayer
By no means last on the list of practical things that you can always do to help – that we must all always do
without ceasing - is to pray. Pray for flood victims, pray for the poor, pray for the sick, pray for the lonely.
The prayer needs that are out there are too numerous for us to list, but listen to the Spirit of Christ dwelling
within your heart and you will know how you should pray. Pray on your own by all means, but make sure too
to make opportunities to pray with others. Praying with each other, with our families, with our friends, with
our small groups. These practices remind us that it is through us as a community that God’s Spirit does his
best work in the world.

