“People of Christ
Making a
Difference”

1st Sunday
in Advent

November 28, 2021

8:30 & 11:00AM

WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S!
A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants
and toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the
right side.
Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex.
Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side.
First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by
the stairwell.
If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Men’s
Sunday school classroom. Any usher will be glad to direct you.
Sunday school classes are provided for 18 month olds through adults.
Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex. Ushers are also
available to assist you.
GATHERING MUSIC
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
(We Stand)
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, one God, who comes to wake us from
sleep, who leads us into the light of grace.
Amen.
Let us prepare the way of the Lord by confessing our sin against God and neighbor.
God of all time,
we confess that we have not prepared for your merciful reign among us. We ignore our
neighbors in need and fail in the labor of spreading your love and peace. In your mercy
forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your light and to seek the things that will endure
until Christ comes again in glory. Amen.
Comfort, O comfort my people, says our God. In + Jesus Christ our sins are forgiven and all
things are made new. Rejoice in this good news!
Amen.
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GATHERING SONG

“Wake, Awake for Night is Flying”
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.
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THE KYRIE
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THE SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
(We Sit)
FIRST READING

Jeremiah 33:14-16
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The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house
of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch
to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In those
days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will
be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
ADVENT WREATH CANDLELIGHTING REFLECTION
The Season of Advent is an invitation to meditate on the promises of God. Here is what the
prophet Jeremiah sees:
. . . a righteous leader will spring up
. . . one who will carry out justice and righteousness
. . . one who brings salvation and safety for the people
How then do we live as those who believe that the promises of God will be fulfilled?
. . . as those who lift up their souls to God?
. . . as those who walk a path of love and faithfulness?
. . . as those who work for justice and righteousness?
. . . as those who live in the light of hope?
If we are alert to the promise of the Lord and live in the light of hope, we will be truly blessed as
Christ comes again into our lives.

CANDLE LIGHTING LITURGY
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promises I have made.
To you, O Lord, we lift up our souls: In you, O God, we trust.
The one who is coming will show us the path of steadfast love and faithfulness.
Teach us your ways, O God of our salvation.
As we light this candle in the sure hope that God’s promises endure,
We will live in the light of hope as we await the coming of the Lord.
(Light the First Advent Candle.)
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CANDLELIGHTING HYMN

“Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel”
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Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.
CANDLELIGHTING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You call all nations to walk in your light
and to seek your ways of justice and peace, for the night is past, and the dawn of your coming is
near. Bless us as we light the first candle of this wreath. Rouse us from sleep, that we may be
ready to greet our Lord when he comes and welcome him into our hearts and homes, for he is
our light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever.
Come, Lord Jesus. Amen.
SECOND READING

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
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How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God
because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and
restore whatever is lacking in your faith.
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Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12And may the
Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in
love for you. 13And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
(We Stand)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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THE HOLY GOSPEL

Luke 21:25-36

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 21st chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress
among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will faint from fear
and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.
27
Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28Now when
these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is
drawing near.”
29
Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as they sprout
leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31So also, when you
see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this
generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass
away, but my words will not pass away.
34
“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness
and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will
come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you
may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the
Son of Man.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
(We Sit)
CHILDREN’S SERMON

Pastor Jason

SERMON

Pastor Jason
(We Stand)
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HYMN OF THE DAY

“People Look East”
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THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
(We Sit)
OFFERING
At this time in the service we pause to reflect on all the gifts that God has given us. God calls us
to be generous stewards of those gifts for the sake of our ministry near and far. You can
support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate, mailing your offering to the
church, giving online (www.sslc.org) or through the Givelify app. If you would like more details
on direct deposit giving please contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803)
359-6562.
Anthem

"Come Light Our Hearts"
CCLI Song # 7054135, License # 2440064

Sandra McCracken

For you, O Lord, our souls in stillness wait. For You, O Lord, our souls in stillness wait.
Truly our hope is in You, truly our hope is in You.
O Lord of life, our only hope, Your radiance shines on all who look to you in the dark.
Emmanuel come, come light our hearts.
For you, O Lord, our souls in stillness wait. For You, O Lord, our souls in stillness wait.
Truly our hope is in You, truly our hope is in You.
O joy above all other loves, in You we find more than enough. We come as we are;
oh heal and restore, come light our hearts.
For you, O Lord, our souls in stillness wait. For You, O Lord, our souls in stillness wait.
Truly our hope is in You, truly our hope is in You, truly our hope is in You.
(We Stand)
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OFFERTORY SONG

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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THE PREFACE
THE SANCTUS

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
(We Sit)
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AGNUS DEI

RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion this morning
at the center aisle. Communion will be brought to the front pews for those who wish to
remain seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable
to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord’s presence in, with and under each
element alone. For those with a gluten allergy, gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

C

The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn.
The hymn can be found in the back portion of the LBW (Green) Hymnal in your pew rack.
Communion Hymn

“The Advent of Our God”

LBW 22

(We Stand)
BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
BENEDICTION
May Christ, the Sun of righteousness, shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your
path, and almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG

“Rejoice, Rejoice Believers”

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
13
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Sunday, November 28, 2021
First Sunday of Advent
Don’t Wait for the Kingdom—See It

As Advent begins, we look forward to the celebration of Jesus’ first coming to the
world in the light of a text that promises his final coming. We, like the gospel
writer, Luke, live in the time between these two “advents” of Jesus. Today’s gospel
gives us guidance on how to live faithfully as we wait for Jesus to return. However,
in this in-between time, it is easy for us to become distracted and lose sight of the
promises of Jesus. Daily tasks and routines can lull us into apathy. Ease and success
can allow us to ignore our spiritual needs. Struggles, setbacks, and
disappointments can cause us to lose hope and fall into despair. But Jesus tells us
we should not feel beaten down or defeated by the struggles of this world, but
instead “stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing
near” (Luke 21:28).
Jesus goes on to say that there will be signs, signs of new life and growth, such as
the sprouting of a leaf on a fig tree in the summertime. These signs are perceptible
to us here and now. These signs help us know that God’s kingdom is coming. In fact,
they remind us that in Jesus, God’s kingdom has already come near, and Jesus
words will not pass away until this kingdom has fully come. We should live with
our eyes focused on today’s signs that demonstrate God’s reign and trust that Jesus’
redemption of the world will one day be complete.
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The Readings on This Day
Although the historical record is sketchy, it appears that our Advent arose out of a
season of fasting to prepare for baptisms at Epiphany. By the sixth century, an
eschatological emphasis was present. Our Advent comprises the four Sundays
before Christmas. Each year, the first Sunday deals with our readiness for divine
judgment, the second Sunday the ministry of John the Baptist, the third Sunday the
Baptist’s call to a repentant life, and only on the fourth Sunday a narrative
concerning the birth of Jesus. God comes, in the past in the history of Israel and the
incarnation of Jesus, in the present in the word and sacrament of each Sunday and
in the sufferings of our time, and in the future at the end of all things. The
lectionary appoints readings to fit this pattern, and its tone stands in stark contrast
to our society’s weeks of preparation for Christmas. Liturgical advice to keep a
meaningful Advent without a December-long celebration of Christmas is meant not
to be a kill-joy, but to awaken our longing for the surprising ways that God comes
to us. We mean to be a people who know what time it is and are willing to wait for
what will come—a people who do not sing Easter hymns during Lent nor
Christmas hymns in Advent.
Luke 21:25-36
The reading calls us to join the Christians of the late first century, wishing for the
end of all evil and sorrow and for the coming of the joyous reign of Christ.
Christians believe that Christ has already come, is coming this morning in word
and sacrament, and will come at the end of all things. Like a tree of life, the fig tree
is already full of leaves.
Jeremiah 33:14-16
The Jeremiah passage is chosen as a condensed form of the gospel: the Lord will
come to restore justice among the people. It came to be that Christians called Jesus
their Lord, the divinely-sent descendant of King David.
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
We pray with Paul that all our waiting for God be characterized by lives of
gratitude, love, blamelessness. Such readying contrasts sharply with what our
culture expects of us during the weeks of December.
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ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Earl
Redman by the family.

SERVING TODAY:
Ushers: (8:30) Sandy Shealy, Reuben Eargle, Ron Redd, Steve Fowler;
(11:00) Roy Welch, Rick Swaffield, Brian Paeth, Doug Harper
Readers: (8:30) Mike Brittingham; (11:00) Jenny Carter
Communion Assistants: (8:30) Marian Fowler; (11:00) Peggy Sherman
Order of St. Stephen’s: (8:30) [A] Jaime Wessinger [C] Ella Dickey;
(11:00) [A] Sam Taylor [C] Sophie Taylor

The Church Staff
Crisis Care Line: 808-6471
Website: www.sslc.org
The Rev. Jason T. Antley
Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life
Mrs. Bailey Slice Parker, Music Director
Mr. Tyler Meade Young, Organist
Mrs. Beth Haggard, Preschool Director
Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator
Mr. Eric Abramson, Sexton
Mr. Stephen Abbott, Seminarian
The Rev. Dr. Dennis Bolton, Pastor for Welcome and Visitation
Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus
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