
THE TRUTH CAN SET YOU FREE 

An Introductory Reflection on John 18:33-37                                                               
and Some Words from Starlight 

During the past week I have been reflecting on two important 
stories – the first is from the gospel of John in the Bible, and 
the second from the book “Starlight” which we have been 
studying on Monday nights. 

I begin this shared reflection with my associate Brenda 
Wallace by repeating words from the Gospel lesson that Joan 
Gray just read for us. It is the story of Jesus on trial before 
the Roman governor Pilate: 

Pilate went back into the palace and called Jesus: “Are you 
the king of the Jews?” he asked him. Jesus answered: “Does 
this question come from you or have others told you about 
me?” Pilate replied: “Do you think that I am a Jew? It was 
your own people and their chief priests who handed you over 
to me. What have your done?” Jesus said, my kingdom does 
not belong to this world; if my kingdom belonged to this 
world my followers would fight to keep me from being handed 
over to the Jews. No, my kingdom does not belong here!” 
Pilate asked him, “Are you a king then?” Jesus answered: 
“You say that I am a king. I was born and came into the world 
for the one purpose, to speak about the truth. Whoever 
belongs to the truth listens to me.”  

“And what is truth?” Pilate asked (vss. 33-38). 

(We Christians have always considered Jesus the ultimate 
embodiment of truth.) 

-- 



And now, a quote from Starlight, photographer/and artist at 
his first exhibition at a Vancouver gallery: 

“Some say that I can do what I do on accounta I’m Indian. But 
I wasn’t raised Indian… I figure I can do what I do because 
(the) land’s my home. That land’s  my deepest wish, my 
wildest dream, the only prayer and the only temple I’m ever 
gonna need… 

“There’s great love out there. I know that better’n most 
because it was the land that was my mother all my life and it 
always will be. That might sound Indian, I don’t know. All’s I 
know is that it sounds like me. My truth. What I carry around 
in my belly instead of lonesome… (and it will) lead ya back to 
who you really are.” 

“Them pictures (that I photograph as my art work) …are what 
I know and (the animals) let me shoot them (with my camera) 
as they really are. Ain’t no big secret. Like everything else in 
life it all comes back to love…just let me capture a tiny bit of 
who they really are. And the payoff isn’t in big fancy shows 
like this. The payoff is in knowing that I’m capturing a bit of 
who I really am at the same time.” (Starlight, book 3, pp. 
224-5) 

Undoubtedly, Starlight is the central figure of the book we 
have been studying. His quest for meaning in life is a second 
embodiment of truth (after Jesus the Christ). 

-- 

(for example) 



“My kingdom is not of this world” says Jesus to Pilate who 
can only think in secular terms. He adds – “I was born and 
came into the world for one purpose, to speak the truth. 
Whoever belongs to the truth listens to me.” 

(and then, to repeat) 

“There’s great love out there,” says Starlight. “I know that 
better than most because it was the land that was my mother 
all my life…All’s I know is that (relating to the land) sounds 
like me. My truth… (the land) will lead you back to who you 
really are.” 

One of our study group suggested that Starlight serves as a 
Christ-figure, and – to a certain degree – I agree with him. 
Starlight’s identification with the land works to keep him 
grounded in the truth, even though Starlight himself does not 
claim to be a Christian. “The land’s my deepest wish, my 
wildest dream, the only prayer and temple I’m ever going to 
need,” he says. 

This is deep spirituality, and – unfortunately – most of us non-
indigenous folk have never fully understood this. From the 
time of our initial encounters with the First Nations we have 
considered our spirituality superior. This has led to great 
misunderstanding and cross-cultural tribulation. 

After spending many weeks reading Starlight this autumn I 
grow convinced that the truth Jesus spoke of in himself is the 
same truth lived by Starlight. 



Starlight became a photographer of nature. He “shot” many 
animals - not with a gun, but - with his camera. “Just let me 
capture a tiny bit of who (those wolves or deer) really are. 
And the payoff is in knowing that I’m capturing a bit of who I 
really am at the same time” he says. 

-- 

We at Monday Book Study have been experiencing much 
satisfaction discussing and debating points like this. The goal 
of our efforts has not been to reach agreement on hard issues 
like “the truth.” Our goal is to continue our quest for 
meaning. And from these efforts we want to grow closer in 
reconciliation as a Canadian culture – all of us together. 

-- 

I hope that I have been able to entice you to read the book 
“Starlight” yourself and also to study the Bible like you never 
have before! 

(end)


