
ST. DAVID’S UNITED CHURCH
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 7 2021

Remembrance Sunday

Growing and Deepening our Spiritual Lives in an Affirming and Inclusive 
Community 

Prelude 

GATHERING WITH COMPASSION 
Illuminating Our Hearts 

To Ponder………….. 
“What does it mean to remember someone? It means to bring them here with us—to re-
member them, so that time and space have no meaning. Death itself is overcome. This 
is the purpose of remembrance in Canada: to affirm the lives lost in war and bring them 
here with us as we worship in freedom and peace. We should never take for granted the 

freedom we have to celebrate our diversity in Canada. 

Opening Words 
Welcome, everyone, to this service of remembrance. We have gathered 
here with open hearts to recognize the sacrifices of our Canadian Armed 
Forces and others in various capacities, who have offered themselves in 

service to our country. Through world wars and regional conflicts, at home 
and abroad, they have demonstrated courage, loyalty, integrity, and service 
to Canada before self. The freedoms we enjoy today would not be possible 

without them. And so, on this Remembrance Sunday we remember. 

Lighting the Affirming Candle 

We light the Affirming candle to celebrate the beautiful diversity 
of the Creator’s shaping of humanity and may it be our greatest 

commitment to make this a loving, compassionate, healing, and peaceful world for all. 
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Lighting the Treaty 7/Metis Region 3 Candle 

As we light Treaty 7/Metis Region 3 candle, we acknowledge the land and territory upon 
which this congregation resides, worships, prays, and lives out its faith. We 

acknowledge and pray for the peoples, ancestors, and presence of the Indigenous 
peoples of Treaty 7 & and the Metis Region 3.  On this day of remembrance, we also 
acknowledge the military service of Indigenous Canadians who went to war having to 

deny their identity but were proud to serve their country and who often were not 
honored for their bravery and courage. Our prayers are with them as they honor their 

National Indigenous Veterans Day on November 8. 

Lighting the Christ Candle 
As we light the Christ candle may we fan the flames of love and justice.  May its flame 
warm our hearts and inspire us to seek the peace we wish to be in our lives and in the 

world. 

Call to Worship 
One: On this Remembrance Sunday, from east and west, north, and south, we gather 

to give thanks and pray  
All: for a world where no one will learn war anymore. 

One: In times of peace, in times of conflict, and in times of uncertainty, 
All: we remember that we are not alone. 

We gather to pray for peace to reign in every heart, home, and nation. 
One: On this special day and every day, 

ALL: we long for a sign of peace, weary are we of violence, 
warring nations and religions, and endless racism and hate. 

One: Peace starts here, it starts now, again, 
ALL: with each thought that passes through our mind, 

with each prayer in our heart, 
with each choice we make, and each action we take. 

One: Let us seek to be Divine Love, 
for then we can become instruments of peace. 

ALL: We gather to remember and to be agents of Divine Healing. 
(- adapted from Capt. (Rev.) Nathan Wright, Fredericton, N.B. and Juanita Austin, 

Sicamous U.C. B.C.) 

Opening Prayer 
Spirit of peace, come to our waiting world: 

Throughout the nations, may your voice of peace be heard: 
Unlock the door of hope, for you hold the key; 

Spirit of Peace, come to our world. 
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As we pray for peace, may it start with peace in our hearts. 
(Adapted:  Jeffrey Gardner) 

Hymn        
Let there be peace on earth 

and let it begin with me. 
Let there be peace on earth 

the peace that was meant to be. 
With God’s love in action,  

setting people free, 
let us live with each other 

in peace and harmony. 

Let peace begin with me 
let this be the moment now, 

with every step I take 
let this be my solemn vow. 

To take each moment 
and live each moment 
in peace and harmony, 

let there be peace on earth 
and let it begin with me. 

EXPANSION OF OUR HEARTS 

Introduction 
November 11 is Veterans Day, originally “Armistice Day.”  On the eleventh hour of the 

eleventh day of the eleventh month (i.e., November 11, 1918, 103 years ago this 
Thursday), the truce was declared that ended World War I, then known as “The Great 

War” and “the war to end all wars.” 
Tragically, it was not “the war to end all wars” - and so in 1954, the day was 

renamed, “Veterans Day” to honor veterans from all the wars since with thanksgiving, 
prayer and rituals with the aim to spread peace and mutual understanding between 

nations.  A time of silence honors that welcomed stillness that occurred when all 
weapons were laid down and sounds of war ended. 

This week we remember and give thanks for the service of veterans, living and 
dead; for the service of caregivers - doctors and nurses and chaplains and mental 
health professionals and spouses and family members and friends - who support 

veterans through the ravages of war. 
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Hymn        Let there be Light     VH #679 

Let there be light, let there be understanding, 
Let all the nations gather, let them be face to face.  

Open our lips, open our minds to ponder, 
Open our hearts to wonder, opening into grace. 

REMEMBERING 
The first and second world wars touched the lives of Canadians of all ages, races, and 
social classes. This morning we take this time to honor the service of all who dared to 

go forth for their country and for peace.  Why do we remember?  We remember 
because war was not a movie, an adventure, nor something to be glorified.  War was 
and is a failure by us to overcome hatred with love, injustice with righteousness, and 

violence with peace.  
Capt. (Rev.) Linda Tomlinson-Seebach serves full time in congregational minister 

at Minto United Church in Moose Jaw, SK while also serving as a part-time reserve 
military chaplain with the Saskatchewan Dragoons. She has served the military at 

various times and places in both the reserve and regular forces and in three different 
military occupations: logistics, public affairs, and now chaplaincy. 

In an article entitled, “For Remembrance Day, a military chaplain and United 
Church minister reflects on the cost of war and peace,” she writes, “I have worn all three 
uniforms - navy, air force and now army. God called me to the military first, and then to 

ministry in The United Church of Canada.”  She recalls a ceremony she attended at 
which The Saskatchewan Dragoons had received a replacement guidon (small flag) for 
the previous one that had been used since the 1970s. A unit’s colours (called “guidon”) 

are battle honours. The colours are a flag of honour used in commemorative 
ceremonies today and historically to lead soldiers into battle during war. 
In the article Rev. Thomlinson-Seebach mentions that the scripture Luke 7:9 

came to hold meaning for her throughout her career. “Truly I tell you, I have not found 
anyone in Israel with such great faith.”  Here Jesus was referring to the faith of a Roman 

centurion who bravely approached Jesus pleading for the healing of his servant. 
She writes, “We remember today because of the thousands of young Canadians 

who signed up to go to battle without any clue of the price they were about to pay. I 
thought of the young women who left their families to go work in factories for the war 
effort and now go off to serve in missions around the globe. I thought of my own sons 

and how I would feel if they were to go off to war and not come home again. I thought of 
war veterans whose lives changed forever because of physical, emotional, or moral 

wounds. I thought of the many great people I have served with in the military and how 
grateful I was. I thought of those who came back from war with wounds only their 

children would see as they suffered in silence. 
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After the guidon was blessed, it was lifted and paraded. In that moment, as I 
contemplated the cost of war and the cost of peace, I understood why the values of a 

society must always be held higher than the people. I saw and felt the presence of 
those who passed on. I felt the pain of those who lived through war and suffered silently. 
Each time the guidon is lifted up and paraded it symbolizes the sacrifice they made for a 

better world. 
And, in the midst of all this I heard the centurion plead for healing. And in that 

moment, I too pleaded for healing – for the living and the dead. Jesus, heal us…lest we 
ever forget. 

Lighting a Candle of Remembrance 

ANTHEM In Flanders Fields            John McCrae/Eleanor Daley 

THANKSGIVING 
How do we remember?   Stories connect hearts and souls across the ages and 

connect us to those who have fallen – those who survived, and those who are overseas. 
This morning I share with you some Canadian stories from members of our 

congregation most of whom are no longer with us but whom we remember today.  I 
know that many in this congregation have had relatives who served in war, and I invite 

you to remember them today. 

VERN MCKEAGUE was a faithful, active member of St. David’s whose life we honored 
on May 4, 2019.  Later Heather, Verne’s daughter, will place the wreath in remembrance 

of her dad. 
Vern was a navigator during WWII.  I read that the hazards of aviation were high 

because aviators often could not figure out exactly where they were when searching for 
enemy subs or other such objectives. The consequences were life-ending if planes got 
lost and it was incredibly difficult to navigate over the water, in the dark and during poor 

weather. 
WW II navigators did not have the luxury of modern-day GPS systems that now guide 

planes and ships.  Wartime aviators used only classic navigational tools: a map, a 
compass, a sextant, and their intuition and later their skills were somewhat more 

accurate with new navigational technology such as radio beacons. 
Because of the immense hazards and dangers of war, navigators were required to go 

through 600 hours of ground and air instruction.  You could not become a navigator until 
you were able to plot a route with a course error no greater than 11 degrees and the 

ability to get within 15 miles of an objective during a night flight.  Over 500,000 
personnel were trained to navigate to the above-mentioned precision requirements, and 

trainees acquired those skill through old-fashion hard-work and thorough training.  
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Heather mentioned to me that when Vern spoke with people about being a navigator in 
the war, he referred to himself as a human GPS. 

LOIS MCGLASHING is one of our St. David’s family who is still very much alive.  She 
was involved in WWII.  She wrote: 

I graduated from Kamloops High School in 1942, and intended to go into 
Nursing, but the Navy started recruiting women, so I applied and was accepted to train 
as a Wireless operator when I joined them, The WRCNS (WRENS) in May 1943.  Upon 

completion of my course, I was assigned as a radio operator to a top secret listening 
post out of Ottawa.  Our primary role was pinpointing the location of German U-Boats, 
hundreds of miles away, intercepting Morse code communications from the Subs, as 

they send radio messages to headquarters in Germany and France. 
It was a matter of listening intently to the radio frequency I was assigned, to 

monitor signals emerging from the scratchy static.  The station could also pinpoint the 
enemy through direction finding techniques.  When the coded Nazi communiqué was 
intercepted, the code was sent to the Operational intelligence centre in Ottawa, which 

would dispatch it to Bletchley Park in England, the centre of British Intelligence 
Operations.  If I ever thought of the German sailors, my vigilance might have doomed – 
but this was war – and I had to think about what the Germans were doing to our troop 

ships and the men abroad. 

ALLAN MCBEAN and his wife Jean were very active members of this congregation.  A 
few years ago, I lead a ceremony at which time family and a few friends interned the 

ashes of Allan and Jean in the Union Cemetery here in Calgary. 
Linda, Al’s daughter writes, “Dad enlisted at the age of 17 as an Ordinary Seaman and 
served on the HMCS Kootenay until he was discharged at the age of 20 in 1946. His 

ship escorted convoys of transport ships and encountered ice bergs and U boats (and 
participated in the sinking of some U boats).  In the course of moving around, Dad lost 

his kit bag containing his hammock and so could only sleep when he was able to borrow 
an empty hammock from another seaman who was on duty. Eventually, his hammock 

caught up with his ship and he could sleep regular shifts again. 
Because he lied about his age to join up, he was too young to qualify for the regular tots 
of rum dispensed to sailors who waited in line to receive them.  Assuming his real age 
was an unknown, he joined the line and enjoyed the rum tots for quite awhile before 
being unceremoniously booted to the deck by an officer who had apparently become 

aware of his real age. Most of his stories were of this type:  he always saw the humour 
in the situations in which he found himself. 

HOMER YOUNG 
Homer and his wife Thelma were members of St. David’s and many of their family are 

active members.  We celebrated the lives of Homer and Thelma in 2017.  Homer served 
in WW11 from 1941-1946, during which time he served in Canada, England, France, 
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Germany, Holland, Belgium, and Northwestern Europe.  Based on the numerous 
awards Homer received after the war one can imagine the wisdom, intelligence, bravery, 

commitment, and perseverance he displayed in incredibly harsh environments and 
horrific situations. 

Homer was awarded the 1939/45 Star, Defense Medal of Britain, France and Germany 
Star, the Dutch Medal of Holland, and the Canadian Volunteer Service Medal and 

Clasp.  Homer, like many veterans, never spoke much about their experiences, and I 
suspect this was so because no words could ever articulate what was seen and what 

one had to do in the name of war. 

Lighting the Candle of Thanksgiving  

REMEMBRANCE DAY RITUAL 
Through the Remembrance Day ritual, we honor the Canadians who went off to war 
past and present, we recognize the tradition of freedom these men and women sought 
and seek to preserve. Perhaps they held faith in what we all must have faith in, that 
"Without freedom there can be no ensuing peace and without peace there could be no 
enduing freedom.”  

WREATH IS PLACED 

WORDS REMEMBERANCE 
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:  

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.  
At the going down of the sun and in the morning  

We will remember them.   
                             

A bugle sounded to begin and end the day in military camps during the war. This was 
known as the “Last Post.” It was also sounded for those who had died. We will now 

stand and hear the “Last Post” followed by a minute of silence, followed by the reveille. 

On this day of remembrance, we remember those who paid the ultimate sacrifice, 
trusting that others could and would carry the torch.  We think about peacekeepers and 
pacifists; for those who served on the front lines, for those who volunteer and for those 

who wait anxiously at home. 
We give thanks for those who believed that the world could be a better place.  As we 
listen, let us remember those on all sides who have died and continue to die in war. 

Last Post 
Reveille 

Eternal rest, grant unto them, O God and may your perpetual light 
Shine upon them. 
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May their souls, through your mercy, rest in peace. Amen 

NATIONAL ANTHEM 
O CANADA                                   VU #524 

O Canada! 
Our home and native land! 

True patriot love in all of us command. 
With glowing hearts we see thee rise, 

The True North strong and free! 
From far and wide, 

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee. 
God keep our land glorious and free! 

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee. 
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee. 

PEACE 
Reading from Isaiah 2:2-4 

“Come, let us climb the Lord’s mountain,” the prophet invites, 
“to the house of the God of Jacob, 

that God may instruct us in God’s ways, 
and we may walk in God’s paths. 

For from Zion shall go forth instruction, 
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
 4 God shall judge between the nations, 

   and shall decide disputes for many peoples. 
They shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

   and their spears into pruning hooks; 
One nation shall not raise the sword against another, 

   nor shall they train for war again.” 

The need for peace was urgent in the ancient world just as peace is urgent in the 
modern world.  The conditions that existed in the ancient world that stood in the way of 
peace are the conditions that still exist today. We must keep before us the broad vision 
of Jesus’ radical approach of love, hospitality, and compassion and model relationships 

built on respect and tolerance.  
 We must acknowledge our mutual interdependence on one another and create 

loving interrelationships with all of life.  If we fail to break down class, gender, religious, 
and racial discrimination, there will be no peace in the world. The way to blur 
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distinctions and to dismantle barriers is to find mutually empowering ways to share 
peace.   

When we accept people according to their intrinsic worth, and not some value 
prescribed by society we create peace.  When we wake up to our own inner conflicts 

and seek healing where relationships are fractured and torn, we create peace. When we 
become peaceful families, and these families seek peace within communities, and these 

communities seek peace within the nations, and the nations seek peace rather than 
division, then a culture of peace will be birthed. 

I encourage you to go out from this place and be the peace you wish to see in 
the world. Wage peace on yourself, on all those aspects that remain unresolved and at 
war within yourself and in your life.  Wage peace on your partner, your family, friends, 

neighbors, work colleagues, and the world.  I call to you today: Peace-Just Do it.  
Peace- Just be it!  Peace be with you all. 

Lighting the Candle of Peace 

Prayers of the Heart 
Loving God, in and out of season, in times of poverty and prosperity, 

in times of sorrow and joy, in times of war and in times of peace 
you have been present with your people. 

Gathered at this time may our act of remembrance honor those who have put 
themselves in harm’s way for the safety of others.  May we never forget their sacrifice, 

the families who grieve for them and support them and their example of integrity, loyalty, 
courage, and duty.  May they dwell in peace surrounded by your eternal love.    

(Keep a brief silence) 

We remember those whose bodies, minds, and souls are scarred by war and whose 
lives will forever bear the wounds of trauma, violence, and loss. Help us to remember 
that the effects of conflict reach far beyond the battlefield and can last a lifetime.  Give 

courage, comfort, and healing to all those who suffer wounds, both visible and invisible. 
(Keep a brief silence) 

We remember the continuing courage and sacrifice of the women and men who serve in 
the various Canadian Forces and their families.                                                                      

(Keep a brief silence) 

We remember all those innocents who have been caught up in the world’s power 
struggles, those who have lost their homes and livelihoods, those who now seek safe 
refuge in other countries, and children who have no sense of security or hope for the 

future.    (Keep a brief silence) 
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We remember those who make and keep peace; especially we give you thanks for 
those who form and enforce just laws and create societies of peace and blessedness.   

(Keep a brief silence) 

We remember and pray for all people in times of need, conflict, or crisis, whether 
between nations, within families, at the workplace or among friends.    

(Keep a brief silence) 

Loving Creation you take no joy in death, you take no joy in war, in our battles, in our 
conflicts. 

Guide this created world in the way of peace. 
In every corner of the earth, 

in every town and village torn apart by war 
in every home where our loves ones are remembered, 

If we can invoke peace and then offer it to somebody else, we will see how peace 
expands from one to two persons, and gradually to the world at large. May your love 

sustain us, and your grace surround us, and may the ancient prophet’s words of peace 
at last be fulfilled and swords are turn into plowshares and nation no longer lifts sword 

against nation. We pray in the name of the Prince of Peace. And continue in pray saying 
a peace version of the Jesus prayer. 

A PEACE VERSION OF THE JESUS PRAYER 
Our God who is in us here on earth, 

Holy is your name in the hungry 
who share their bread and their song. 

kingdom come, 
a generous land in which confidence and truth reign. 

Let us do your will, 
Bring a cool breeze for those who sweat. 

You are giving us our daily bread 
when we manage to get back our lands 

or to get a fairer wage. 
Forgive us 

for keeping silent in the face of injustice 
and for burying our dreams. 

Don’t let us fall into the temptation of 
taking up the same arms as the enemy, 

but deliver us from evil which disunites us. 
And we shall believe in humanity and in life, 

And we shall have known your peace-community that is being 
shaped forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Hymn    O Day of Peace      vs. 1  VU #682 
O day of peace that dimly shines 

Through all our hopes and prayers and dreams, 
Guide us to justice, truth, and love, 
Delivered from our selfish schemes. 

May swords of hate fall from our hands, 
our hearts from envy find release, 

till by God’s grace our warring world 
shall see Christ’s promised reign of peace. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
St. David’s Foundation 

and St. David’s Annual General Meetings via zoom 
on November 21 following Worship 

Congratulations to Brent, this is his 15th 
Anniversary as Music Director at St. David’s 

Advent/Christmas Newsletter has been sent out. 
If you have any questions about procedures for 

the giving tree and for flowers please call the office. 

Blessing 
God’s way is the way of welcome,  
of peace, of reconciliation, of unity. 

As we leave this time of remembrance, 
May God grant you peace, 

And each day strive 
to achieve peace 
to radiate peace 
to extend peace 

to live peace. 

Sung Benediction 
Hymn        Put Peace into Each Other’s Hands     vs. 1   MV #173 

Put peace into each other’s hands 
and like a treasure hold it 

Protect it like a candle flame, 
with tenderness enfold it. 
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