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It’s Tuesday evening of Passion week in our text and this is the last day of Jesus’ public 
ministry.  On Wednesday Judas will betray Him.  On Thursday He will celebrate the 
Passover and be arrested.  On Friday He will be crucified.  On Saturday He will be dead 
and on Sunday He will rise again.  
 
And that means Jesus is bringing His public ministry to an end.  And He does this by 
talking about the future.  Now think about that.  If you knew you were getting fired from a 
job how excited would you be about the future of the company?  If you had cancer and 
knew that this Christmas would be your last how interested would you be in next year’s 
Christmas?  If you knew this was the end, how excited would you be about the future? 
 
For most of us, probably not much.  But Jesus has a different vision of the future than 
we naturally have.  He knows the cross is right before Him, He knows His earthly career 
is at its end.  And He knows that the transition isn’t going to be fun.  But He also knows 
the sacrifice will be worth it – He is making a way for His prize creation to come back to 
the relationship with Himself He created us for in the beginning.  And so, like Hebrews 
says, it was for the joy set before Him that He endured the cross.  That’s Jesus’ vision. 
 
But in our text Jesus wants to increase the scope of our vision so that we will look not 
simply at today which seems real and of ultimate importance – go to work, pay the bills, 
raise the family – but He wants us to live with our eyes on the reality of the future 
beyond.  For each of us, no matter how old you are, we are at the very beginning of an 
eternal existence. 
… 
So we are in Mark 13 today.  Go ahead and grab your Bible if you’ve got one handy.  
We will also have the text on the screen.  And just to prepare you, this is a dark text.  It’s 
the dark before the dawn.  It’s the labor before the birth.  But Jesus brings us here so 
we won’t be caught off guard and we will be able to see what matters beyond. 
 
Would you stand with me as we come before the words of Jesus?  Hear now the word 
of the Lord. 
 
[Read Mark 13:1-27] 
 
This is the word of the Lord.  You may be seated. 
 
Wow!  Now I just want to say up front that this is one of the most difficult texts in the 
Gospel of Mark and indeed all of scripture.  Theologians have written more about this 
passage than just about any other.  And the diversity of opinion is vast.   
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And so it would be easy to get lost in the details and the disagreement.  And lots of 
people get passionate about grabbing onto one aspect of this text or another but the 
problem is Jesus paints with a brush of mystery here.  And I think the reason for this is 
what He is going to tell us next time – “no one knows the day or hour, not even the 
angels in heaven.”  So I don’t want to get caught up in speculation of this.  Instead I 
want to focus where everyone agrees which is on the hope beyond the dark. 
… 
So Jesus is talking here both about the destruction of the temple which happened in 70 
AD, and His eventual return which hasn’t happened yet – and there are parallels.  And 
so I’m going to break this text into three sections.  First we will look at the temple 
created, the temple destroyed and finally the temple re-created.1 
… 
So let’s jump into the temple created.  In verses one and two we get a question from the 
disciples that incites the longest answer Jesus gives to any question in Mark.  If you’ve 
got a red-letter Bible, you will see that verse 5 to 36 is all part of Jesus’ answer.  So this 
is significant.  It’s His last teaching.   
 
And here’s the context.  It’s Tuesday evening, probably sunset.  And Jesus and His 
disciples are leaving the temple.  And the disciples are looking around and they are 
amazed at its beauty. 
 
So this is Herod’s temple.  Solomon’s temple was destroyed when Nebuchadnezzar 
and the Babylonians conquered Israel in 586BC.  But then Herod the Great rebuilt the 
temple in 37BC and the construction lasted for 46 years.  So it was complete in roughly 
10AD.  And then lasted only 60 years before it was destroyed. 
 
But while it stood Herod’s temple was insanely beautiful.  First it was massive.  It was 
bigger than Solomon’s temple and totally dwarfed every other structure in Jerusalem.  
Solomon’s temple complex was 17 acres in size, but Herod expanded this to 36 acres.  
And the stones Herod brought in were immense, some of them being 40 feet long and 
weighing 100 tons.   
 
And to top all this off the temple was covered in gold.  This meant that at sunrise you 
couldn’t actually look at the temple because it was blinding, but at sunset it would 
explode in brilliant beauty.  The temple was one of the chief wonders of the world. 
 
And Herod built this temple for a couple reasons.  Herod’s job – he worked for Rome – 
was to calm the Jews down and make them good Roman subjects.  And it was a tough 
job because the Jews were really pesky.  They were constantly revolting and refusing to 
pay tax.  And they would not bow to the Roman gods or Caesar.  And this was a big 
thorn in Caesar’s side. 
 
 

 
1 Outline adapted from John Lim https://gospelinlife.com/downloads/this-world-won-t-last-forever-5474/ 
(Accessed November 19, 2021) 

https://gospelinlife.com/downloads/this-world-won-t-last-forever-5474/
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And so Herod built this temple as a means of pacifying them.  It was like a peace 
offering.  “Here, have your temple back.  See Caesar’s not so bad.”  But of course 
Herod got the money for the project from Caesar and so he needed to keep him happy 
too.  And as a result Herod made the temple not just the center of Jewish worship, but 
also the cultural, commercial and political center of the city. 
 
And so while the Jews loved that they had a place to worship, they hated that Herod 
had built it.  And that’s because only Israel’s true king was supposed to build the temple. 
 
And this was established by David.  He passionately loved God and wanted to build a 
worship space for Him.  But he wasn’t fit for the job.  It was to go be a king of peace and 
wisdom who would build God’s house.  It was Solomon who got the honour.   
 
And so as great as Herod’s temple was, everyone knew something was broken about it.  
Instead of it being a place of mercy and worship where people could be healed and 
have their lives restored it had become a monument of wealth and power.  And of 
course wealth and power reflected Herod’s kingdom not God’s. 
… 
Now step away from the first century for a second and think of the buildings that dwarf 
our landscapes.  Prince George is the center for healthcare in the north and so our 
University Hospital is our big pride towering on the hill.  And of course the TD tower on 
Victoria street stands 139 feet high and marks the center of our commercial sector.   
 
But if you look at the major cities of the world and what they stand for it becomes clear.  
So think of Paris – it’s the city of culture and creativity.  And at its center is the Louvre.  
It’s a beautiful monument championing the value of art.  And if you go to New York, you 
can’t miss the One World Trade Tower which sits on the site of the Twin Towers and 
rises 1368 feet above ground.  It’s the tallest habitable building in North American and 
stands as a testament to power of wealth and the refusal to be intimidated by terror. 
 
And constructing monuments to our values isn’t new, we’ve been doing it forever.  So 
think back to Babel’s tower of Genesis 11.  The people there got together and said: 

“Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we 

may make a name for ourselves; otherwise we will be scattered over the face of the 

whole earth.”  (Genesis 11:4) 
 
So it was a tall tower, but this wasn’t its problem.  Like God didn’t feel bad for all the 
people who bought condos with great views of the desert and then the next year this 
new complex went up and now they had a view of the back side of someone’s 
bathroom.  That’s not the problem with the tower.   
 
The problem with this tower was that it was a testament to their values.  And their 
values had nothing to do with God.  It was all about their greatness and their desire to 
create safety and security for themselves.  They weren’t looking to God to hold them 
together they built this tower so they wouldn’t be scattered or forgotten.   
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And so building monuments to our values has always been a classic human trick.  We 
fear that our lives won’t matter or that we will be forgotten.  And so we give ourselves to 
building towers to solidify our value.  If only I can get that promotion at work then I will 
be respected.  If only I can save enough RRSP’s then I will be safe in retirement.  If only 
I can get the right number of likes and followers on social then I will be accepted.  We 
need these things to be worthwhile.  And so we spend ourselves building monuments, 
temples, to our glory.  That’s the temple created. 
… 
Well what does Jesus think of all this?  How does God deal with our human tendency to 
build monuments to our own glory?  Well look what He says is going happen to Herod’s.  
Spoiler alert, it goes bad.  The temple destroyed. 
… 
So the disciples are impressed with Herod’s temple – the setting sun’s rays refracting in 
hues of golden red and purple – and then Jesus spoils the moment:  

“Yes, look at these great buildings. But they will be completely demolished. Not one 

stone will be left on top of another!” (Mark 13:2) 
 
And the disciples can’t believe it.  They’re shocked.  But Jesus isn’t just talking about 
the destruction of 70AD.  There is something more. 
… 
In the summer of 1993, I remember going to the theater with my dad and watching 
Jurassic Park.  And it was awesome.  Every boy loves dinosaurs, but these ones were 
so real I remember wondering if scientists had figured out how to grow some in a secret 
lab just for the movie. 
 
Of course if you watch Jurassic park now you will be pretty unimpressed.  You can see 
right through the computer graphics.  And the robot constructions all move like they are 
well… robots.  But all of that went over my head in 1993. 
 
And the big scene that stood out was when the two little kids were in the car with the 
scientist in the front seat going out to see the dinosaurs for the first time.  And there are 
these two little cups of water on the dashboard.  Which of course is hilarious.  How are 
you supposed to drive around with cups of water on your dashboard?  But the whole 
point of the cups was to ripple when the dinosaurs approached.  Boom.  Boom.  Boom.  
Something really big is coming.  And that’s where Jesus is going here. 
 
So right after Jesus tells His disciples that the temple is going to be destroyed they ask 
“when will this happen?  Tell us the future.”  And Jesus responds with an answer bigger 
than 70AD.   
 
“Watch out that no one deceives you.  Many are going to come in My name.  There are 
going to be wars and rumours of wars.  There are going to be natural disasters.  And 
children are going to turn against their parents, and everyone is going to hate you.  And 
when you see this happening then flee to the mountains.  And woe to those pregnant 
ladies – it’s going to be bad for them.  And pray that the time will be cut short and not 
happen during a PG winter.  Something really big is coming. 
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… 
Jesus’ point is that the destruction of the temple, which happened in 70AD is just a 
ripple of something yet to come.  And so Jesus keeps saying all this stuff is going to 
happen but the end is not yet.  These are only the birth pains.  There is a day of distress 
coming that will be unequaled from the beginning of creation until now - and never to be 
equaled again.   
 
And the day Jesus is talking about is something the prophets referred to as the Great 
and Terrible Day of the Lord - Judgment Day.  The day Jesus returns.   
… 
So it’s Tuesday of Holy Week.  On Wednesday Judas throws in the towel.  On Thursday 
Jesus will be arrested.  Of Friday He dies.  On Saturday He’s dead.  And yet on 
Tuesday Jesus is making plans for the future.  He’s leaving, but He’s coming back.   
 
And there will be signs, and the destruction of the temple is just one of them.  So Jesus 
says “Not one stone here will be left on another” but then He says: 

“If anyone tells you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah,’ or ‘There he is,’ don’t believe it. For false 

messiahs and false prophets will rise up and perform signs and wonders so as to deceive, 

if possible, even God’s chosen ones. Watch out! I have warned you about this ahead of 

time! (Mark 13:21-23) 
  
Here Jesus is looking through the destruction of the temple which in that day loomed 40 
years in the future.  But Jesus is looking through this to a greater day yet to come.  A 
day we are still waiting for when all of creation will undergo judgment. 
 
And throughout both the Old and the New Testaments this Day of the Lord is spoken of 
as a dark day.  So Joel says: 

 The sun will become dark, 

     and the moon will turn blood red 

     before that great and terrible day of the LORD arrives. (Joel 2:31) 
 
And Isaiah prophesied: 

The heavens above will melt away 

    and disappear like a rolled-up scroll. 

The stars will fall from the sky 

    like withered leaves from a grapevine (Isaiah 34:4) 

 
And Jesus quotes these prophesies but notice what He says about them – this is so 
important.  He knows we are in the last days waiting for His return – we’ve been here 
since He left.  And during this time there have been wars and rumors of wars.  And 
plagues and earthquakes.  And there have been tyrants and heroes.  And for 2000 
years people have gotten excited about the signs that were upon us. 
 
So did you hear that Friday night this last week, or early Saturday morning, we had the 
biggest blood moon in 600 years?  It was red.  NASA’s pictures are stunning.   
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And there is a global pandemic going on right now and vaccine passports with a 
potential for global tracking and political unrest.  And so many people – Jesus followers 
– are scared about how this is playing out.  But notice Jesus’ point in all this.   
 
Jesus’ point is, not that we should be scared.  And His point is certainly not that we 
should somehow stand up and stop the great and terrible Day of the Lord from 
happening.  That’s not remotely in the scope of the text.   
 
Instead the point is He has warned us about this ahead of time.  Jesus knows what’s 
going on.  He knows how it plays out because He is in control.  So the call is not for us 
to panic, or to spend our lives fixated on the signs.  That’s not how we “watch out.” 
 
Friends, when the Great and Terrible Day of the Lord approaches we aren’t saved 
because we figured out when it was going to happen – He tells us we aren’t going to 
know.  And we aren’t going to be saved because we stood against all the things Jesus 
said would happen.  Like how dreadful it will be for the pregnant women on that day but 
those who manage to panic buy toilet paper will be okay.  That’s not the plan! 
… 
Yes, life as we know it will come to an end.  Yes it will be a great and terrible day.  The 
temple destroyed.  But it’s Jesus’ day.  Jesus is coming back.   
… 
And so let’s conclude by looking at the temple recreated. In verse 26 we read: 

Then everyone will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds with great power and 

glory.  And He will send out His angels to gather His chosen ones from all over the 

world—from the farthest ends of the earth and heaven. (Mark 13:26-27) 
 
Notice that nobody’s going to miss this.  Everyone will see the Son of Man coming on 
the clouds.  And notice Jesus isn’t coming through the clouds like the Sunday school 
pictures sometimes paint.  Instead He’s coming on the clouds or more accurately in the 
clouds.  Jesus will actually be clothed in cloud. 
 
And the reason for this is that throughout scripture when God appears to His people He 
is always clothed in cloud. 
 
So when Israel is wandering through the desert after the Exodus it is a cloud that leads 
them.  And when Moses goes up on Mt. Sinai to receive the 10 Commandments, a 
cloud covers the mountain.  And when Solomon dedicates his temple to God a cloud 
falls on the temple as they offered their sacrifices.   
 
And the clouds represent the localized presence of God – God in all His glory and 
majesty is here.  It’s the Shekinah glory of God. 
 
But now in verse 26 the cloud is surrounding Jesus as He comes, not to the temple, but 
to the world.  And that’s because YHWH isn’t stuck behind the curtain of the temple 
anymore.  Now the whole earth is filled with His glory.  The whole world will be the Holy 
of Holies.   
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And everything will be clean.  And everything will be healed.  And everything will be 
redeemed and restored.  And so of course there will have to be birth pains and 
tribulation because Jesus is recreating a new heaven and a new earth – a new temple 
in which He will dwell with His people like He created us to do in the beginning. 
 
And at that time there will be no more pain or sorrow.  No more suffering or injustice.  
No more racism or poverty.  No more disease or death.  And there will be no more 
vainly clambering to build monuments to our own glory because Jesus will be our glory 
and our identity.   
 
And Jesus points His disciples and us to this on Tuesday.  And on Tuesday the 
disciples had no idea of what was in front of them, and neither to we.  But Jesus does.   
 
And we need to trust hat somehow the Great and Terrible Day of the Lord, and to a 
lesser degree all the terrible situations that we are enduring right now, are all working 
into His plan. 
 
And it’s possible for us to have this kind of vision because it was Tuesday when Jesus 
said all this and He was looking at the cross. 
 
Jesus knew He was just about to experience the ultimate darkness.  The sun would go 
dark, the moon would refuse to shine and He would be swallowed up by darkness so 
that we could experience the light and glory and splendor of a torn curtain and 
uninhibited access to God.  And we’ve tasted this now, but one day it will come in 
completion. 
 
So watch out.  Get ready.  Be on guard.  Not by figuring out the signs, but by refusing to 
build a tower to solidify your own identity and instead centering your life around the 
temple of Jesus’ cross.  This is where we meet God.  And that’s because the Son of 
Man was crucified and buried that we might become sons and daughters of God and be 
raised to live abundant life both now and for eternity.   


