
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Nov 21, 2021   ~   “Fruit Bearing, Part 2”   ~   Colossians 1:3-12  
 

DEVOTIONAL 

 
Last week we looked at the Vine-Branches metaphor from John 15.  In our 
communion time today, I would ask that you keep your mind on the exciting 
invitation that Jesus gives to us in John 15:16. 
 

 
 
Welcome 
 
First, let’s think of the fact that all those who are by faith, followers of Jesus 
are warmly welcomed to celebrate their salvation at the communion table. 
 
It is the nature of the Gospel to accomplish God’s redemptive mission.  In 
Colossians 1:3-6 Paul wrote, 
 

We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we 

pray for you, since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the 

love that you have for all the saints, because of the hope laid up for 

you in heaven. Of this you have heard before in the word of the truth, 

the gospel, which has come to you, as indeed in the whole world it 

is bearing fruit and increasing – as it also does among you, since the 

day you heard it and understood the grace of God in truth. 

 
Paul was not the one who founded the Colossian church but as we will see 
today, he took great interest in it.  In his letter he emphasized the uniqueness 
of Jesus Christ in face of false teachers who were focused on human 
philosophy, religious legalism, spiritualism, and harsh ascetic practices. 

The phrase that Paul used in verse 6, “bearing fruit and increasing” indicates 
that it is the truth of Gospel, not humanity, which produces spiritual life – and 
this reality has expanded outward.  Were this not so we could not share in this 
story of God’s grace! 
 
 
Warning 
 
Secondly, we need to think carefully about our coming to the communion 
table.  Are we in a healthy relationship with God?  Have we fallen back?  Do 
we need to repent? 
 
You see, this fruitfulness of the Gospel is not something that we have to 
create or manipulate.  However, we must fall into line with what it teaches us.  
In John 12:24-25 Jesus explained, 
 

Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth 

and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 

Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in 

this world will keep it for eternal life. 

 
Even when we face change, we must not be discouraged about being on the 
“Gospel adventure” with God. 
 
It was G. K Chesterton who stated, “An adventure is only an inconvenience 
rightly understood.  An inconvenience is only an adventure wrongly 
understood.”  (Managing Transitions: Making the Most of Change, William 
and Susan Bridges, Da Capo Press, 2016, 51)  Much more directly, Jim Elliot 
stated:  “If Jesus be God and died for me, then no sacrifice can be too great 
for me to make for Him.” 
 
 
The Bread & Cup 
 
As we take the bread and the cup, we do so in joyful thanksgiving and faith in 
the reality that is portrayed.  Jesus has become our final and faithful High 
Priest, who has accomplished our redemption through the sacrifice of Himself.  
In Hebrews 9:9-14 we read, 
 

But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things 

that have come, then through the greater and more perfect tent (not 

made with hands, that is, not of this creation) he entered once for all 

into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves 

but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.  

For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled 

persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the 

flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the 

eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our 

conscience from dead works to serve the living God. 

 



As you give thanks and partake of the bread and the cup, remember what 
Paul declared about believers in Colossians 1:13-14, 
 

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and 

transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom 

we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

 
In I Corinthians 11 Paul cautioned believers against corrupting the communion 
celebration.  Anything that distracts from a focus on the selfless sacrifice of 
Jesus would be inappropriate.  He also emphasized that the Lord’s Table is a 
commemoration which is to continue until Jesus returns to this earth. 
 
In Hebrews 9:26-28 we see this connection between our past confidence, the 
death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus…and our future hope, His return in 
glory. 
 

He has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by 

the sacrifice of himself.  And just as it is appointed for man to die 

once, and after that comes judgment, so Christ, having been offered 

once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal 

with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him. 

 

 

REFLECTION 

 
Have you heard the story of Mickey Cohen, notorious gangster in Los Angeles 
during the 1940’s and 50’s?  He made a decision for Christ through the 
ministry of Billy Graham. 
 
In his book Loving God, Charles Colson wrote about Micky “voicing his 
comical, outrageous, poignant question “What’s the matter with being a 
Christian gangster?”  Cohen was echoing the millions of professing Christians 
who, though unwilling to admit it, through their very lives pose the same 
question.  Not about being Christian gangsters, but about being Christianized 
versions of whatever they already are – and are determined to remain.  C. S. 
Lewis called these hybrids “hyphenated Christians.”  And, like Mickey, we 
cannot love God – cannot obey Him – and remain what we are.  We must 
repent.”   
 
In his book, Colson gives three reasons why repentance is seldom preached, 
and little understood by evangelicals today. 
 

• The appeal of modern evangelism is not for repentance but for enlistment 
 

• Unwillingness to accept the reality of personal sin and need to repent 
 

• Our culture has written sin out of existence 
 
 

How about you?  Do you repent of sin when the Holy Spirit makes you aware 
of it?  What causes you to fast, weep, and mourn? 
 
 

• Are you frustrated about the emotional inconvenience caused 
by a guilty conscience?  Are you angry at another personal 
failure and lack of ability to avoid sin in your own strength? 

 
OR… 

 

• Are you aware and acknowledging your disobedience to God?  
Are you eager to have a wholehearted, authentic, and 
unhindered walk with Him?  Are you eager for your faith 
community to recognize God in your life? 

 
 
 
Colossians 1:9-12 contains a powerful prayer that gives hope!  Why would 
Paul have asked such a profound request of God if it were not possible for 
every believer to walk in the wholeness this prayer expresses!? 
 
Let’s pray this for one another as we seek to live and share the life of Jesus! 
 

 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, 

asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in 

all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to walk in a manner 

worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good 

work and increasing in the knowledge of God; being strengthened 

with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and 

patience with joy; giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified 

you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

          
           
             


