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Pastoral Perspective
BY PASTOR DWAYNE CLINE
God is graciously at work. This fall, we’ve been blessed to journey with over 85
people every week through a variety of gospel-centered, social service
programs that James North offers. These ministries like Enjoy Life, the Hub and
Coffee’s On provide for physical needs with food and clothing assistance, care
for some who are struggling with mental health illnesses and offer
socialization for those struggling with isolation as we share the hope of God in
Christ. We’ve been blessed to work with a variety of refugees and immigrants
including our continuing work with the Karen congregation where 100 people
gather each week. Tragically, I buried one of their young 18-year-old men this
fall who was murdered on the streets of our city. God continues to work in
their midst as so far this year we have baptized 11 of their young people. We
are thankful that in partnership with Indwell, we have housed 49 people in the
45 apartments, some of whom moved in from encampments and many of whom
were precariously housed. They have a safe place to live with the supports
they need to thrive. We have over 40 children, 60 youth and 40 young adults in
various groups each week where the gospel is preached and those in Christ
can grow in their faith. We are thankful for God’s gracious work.
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C H R I S T M A S

HAMPERS
As the statistics indicate, those
hit hardest by COVID are the
marginalized and racialized.
This Christmas, we will be
distributing Christmas hampers
to 300 individuals and families
on Saturday December 18th. We
are praying God will provide
the necessary $37,500 for the
hampers so we can care for
those that have been hardest
hit by this pandemic. We will be
offering a toy shop again this
year. Would you prayerfully
consider partnering with us
with a financial gift toward the
Christmas Hamper ministry? If
you would like to volunteer this
year, please contact the office.
We look forward to sharing
and
showing the love of
Christ this Christmas.

" I no longer feel
empty inside me. I
feel more alive
than ever. All the
joy and happiness
is truly from God."
NAYTAY
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Pastoral Perspective Continued

We thank God for His continued provision to the Growing to Serve,
Capital Campaign. Recently God provided an additional $500,000
toward the campaign. Including $150,00 expected to come in by the
end of the year, that brings the total God has provided to $20
million, lowering our mortgage to $2 million. The donor who granted
us the last $500,000 additionally committed to becoming our
mortgage lender at 0% interest if we can raise an additional $500,00
by December 31st, 2021. We thank God for this opportunity! Only
God can provide these additional monies by year end. This would
reduce our mortgage to $1.5 million at 0% interest. Meeting this goal
will allow us to save over $1.1 million in interest payments over the
duration of our mortgage that we can use for gospel-centered
ministry.
We are asking you go join with James North Baptist Church in three
ways.
Pray. Ask God to provide the $500,000. Only He can do this.
Give. We are asking you to prayerfully consider helping us reach
the $500,000 goal.
Introduce. Prayerfully ask God to reveal to you if there is
someone in your circle of influence who would be open to the
possibility of a gift to James North to help us reach the $500,000
goal by Christmas. One of our staff would be delighted to tell
them about our ministry and give them a tour.
I would encourage you to use this video as a resource you can send
to those you want to introduce to our ministry as an excellent tool
(youtube.com/watch?v=RgrWEybw028).
We thank God for the way He continues to work in our lives and the
lives of those participating in our ministry. We thank God for His
provision. We are also thankful for your partnership with us. I leave
you with this excerpt from one of the recent baptisms from the
Karen congregation…
Hello, my name is Naytay and I am 23 years old. I grew up in a Christian
household. I used to always go to church and Sunday school every Sunday
back in refuge camp. I grew distant from God in high school and lost
connection with Him when I went to college. I was hanging with wrong
crowd. Then I came to realize after all the thing I done I wasn’t proud of it
and nothing really make me happy. I just felt empty. I told my mom about it
and she said you need God in your life. So I starting going to church more
often again and join a Bible study that’s run by pastor Dwayne. That’s when
I repent from all of my sin and the emptiness inside me. I no longer feel
empty inside me. I feel more alive than ever. All the joy and happiness is
truly from God. I am excited to walk with Lord and look forward what’s He
has planned for me.
God is gloriously good. Because of grace,
Dwayne
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COFFEE’S ON: Cups of Cold Water during Covid
BY PAUL HAVERCROFT & MARCIO SILVA
We have been on quite a journey for the past 20 months as we’ve dealt with
Covid and the resulting protocols brought into our lives. This has had many
effects on how the church has done ministry, but we thank the Lord for His
direction as we creatively maintained our “cold water” ministries with our
neighbours.
Due to the protocols we had to close down Coffee’s On and the Hub
ministries for many months but were always able to have people come and
use our Food Bank on a weekly basis. Some weeks all we could do was to
have people wait outside and take groceries out to them. Other weeks one
person could come in at a time. Then there were weeks when up to 5 people
could come inside and we shared a cup of coffee along with the emergency
groceries, but then had to ask them to leave so others could come in. These
kinds of formats lasted for almost 18 of the past 20 months.
The constant through this time was a faithful team, led by Marcio Silva, who
would greet people, listen to their stories, and share the love of God with
them. In the past month we have been able to start having a larger group
gather around tables so are returning to times of fellowship and care for
our friends. On Friday mornings 35-40 people are gathering at Coffee`s On.
The Hub opened again on Wednesday evenings with a limit of 25 people
who gather for a social time, dinner and then Bible study. We also hosted a
dinner at Thanksgiving for those who live in North End Landing, the
affordable apartments that we built over the church last year. It was a
combination of take-out, as many were not comfortable with gathering yet,
and a sit-down meal for about 20 people.
As we re-gather our team is working hard to help our newest friends
understand what these times are really all about. Many got to know us as
just another place to get some help with food. They expected to just come
and go as quickly as possible. We have had to explain that they are
welcome for the entire time we are open. Come and sit. Have a coffee. Tell
us about your week. Let us pray for you and share the good news of Jesus
Christ with you in a comfortable setting.
Our prayer for these ministries is that they are the gateway to the Kingdom
of God for anyone who decides to join us. Some come just to get some
bread for the week, but we are praying they will leave with the bread of life
feeding their souls. Pray with us for a great harvest for the gospel in the
coming season.
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"Our prayer for
these
ministries is
that they are
the gateway to
the Kingdom of
God for anyone
who decides to
join us."
PAUL HAVERCROFT
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Crosstrainers
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8 What an
incredible message of hope we were able to instill in the hearts of our campers
during this year’s summer camp - CrossTrainers Time Travel Adventures. What a
difference a year makes!
Last year we were limited by COVID restrictions and delays in our building project
and could only offer one week of summer camp to our church families and
neighbourhood children. This year was a different story. We hosted 4 weeks of
summer camp seeing 50 children each week experiencing life-changing Bible
Stories, Games and Crafts. It was the first time in our camp’s history that we were
able to offer activities that were not restricted by space limitations and weather
conditions.
We had enough rooms to more than adequately respect social distancing protocols.
Our state-of-the-art kitchen made it possible for our staff and volunteers to provide
lunches and snacks for over 75 children and staff in a spacious and safe
environment. All our activities ran as originally planned, because our climatecontrolled building made it possible to run them and not be affected by rain or
extreme heat.
How does all this have Kingdom implications? 50 children each week heard the
Gospel as they travelled back in time through the Bible and were then brought back
to the present to show how each story told the bigger story of God’s perfect plan
for salvation through His Son, Jesus. Over 30 volunteers, many of whom were from
our Youth programs, also heard that Gospel and were mentored and discipled each
day by our leaders. Seeing our building and the love and care that their children
received, when camp was over, families registered their children for our mid-week
program that started in the Fall. We are seeing between 30-40 children come to our
KidZone Tuesday evening program.
God has, is and will continue to do a great work in the lives of the children and
their families as He allows us the privilege of using our new building for His glory.

MY DONATION FOR JAMES NORTH
$________ for General Fund
500 James St North. Hamilton, ON, L8L 1J4,
jamesnorth.church - office@jamesnorth.church

$________ for Christmas Hampers

$________ for Capital Campaign

Email transfers: send to giving@jamesnorth.church
Direct Deposit: email office@jamesnorth.church for direct deposit form for preauthorized gifts
Online: through Canada Helps
Cheque: Payable to James North Baptist Church

NAME
ADDRESS
EMAIL

Donations will be used as restricted with the understanding that when the need has been
met or changed by the JNBC Board, the remaining funds will be allocated where most
needed.

PHONE
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