
Wednesday, November 17, 2021– Christ`s Church Cathedral 

A SERVICE OF COMPLINE  

COMMEMORATION – HUGH, BISHOP OF LINCOLN, 1200 

 

This ancient prayer hour is prayed at the conclusion of every day and ought to be embraced as a 
powerful tool and beautiful liturgy. The service itself is not new; it is in fact quite ancient. Dating 
back to the fourth century, and referenced by St. Benedict, St. Basil, and St. John Chrysostom, 
Compline has been prayed for century after century and forms part of the whole Daily Office (cf. 
Liturgy of the Hours). Compline was the last service of the day, to be said by the monks in their 
dormitories before bed. It was a simple service without flourishes or flashes. These monastic roots are 
key to understanding the significance of this time of prayer.  

Today we commemorate Hugh, a twelfth century bishop whose rare holiness and generous love 
nurtured the people of Lincoln from 1186 until his death fourteen years later. 
 
As a young man Hugh joined the Carthusians, an order of monks who dwelt high in the French 
Alps. They kept communal life to a minimum and made each monk free to pursue contemplative 
prayer in solitude and silence. 

 
In 1175 Hugh was sent to head the first 
Carthusian house in England. His leadership 
proved so effective that, eleven years later, King 
Henry II appointed him bishop of Lincoln, then 
the largest diocese in the kingdom. He 
reorganized the institutional life of his unwieldy 
see; he restored Lincoln cathedral, even joining in 
the work with his own hands; and he took a 
leading part in defending the Church against the 
policies of King Henry and his son, Richard the 
Lion-Heart. 
 
He did not spend all his time with senior clergy 
and mighty kings; on the contrary, he was 

constantly on the move among his people as he sought to keep in touch with their needs. He also 
took the side of those who were ostracized or oppressed. On two occasions he threw himself into anti-
Semitic mobs and singlehandedly rescued their Jewish victims from being murdered. On another 
occasion he rebuked foolish clerics who said that God disdained to be loved by women. He asked 
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them to think, saying, “To no man was it granted to be called the father of God, but it was given to 
a woman to be the Mother of God.” 
 
As a bishop, Hugh shared the inner freedom he had learned as a Carthusian, and the people 
responded with gratitude and love. When he died in 1200, his coffin was escorted into Lincoln 
cathedral not only by kings, archbishops, and abbots, but also by a mighty throng of ordinary 
women and men — all of whom felt that they were not burying a bishop so much as honouring a 
friend. 

 

Officiant: The Dean  

Cantors: Alana Hardy, Mark Russom, Director Michael Bloss 

 

THE APPROACH TO NIGHT PRAYER 

The Lord Almighty grant us a peaceful night 
and a perfect end. Amen. 

Officiant God, come to our assistance. 
All Lord, make haste to help us. 
Officiant Our help is in the Name of the Lord; 
All The maker of heaven and earth. 
Officiant Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
All as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

 

Examination of conscience 

Lord Jesus, 
you came to reconcile us to one another and to God: 

Lord, have mercy  
Lord, have mercy 
 

Lord Jesus, 
you heal the wounds of sin and division: 

Christ, have mercy 
Christ, have mercy 
 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father to intercede for us:  
Lord, have mercy 
Lord, have mercy 
 



 
HYMN – God is Love 
 

 
 
 
 
PSALMODY 

Psalm 8 Domine, Dominus noster 
Sung by the assembly 

 

 O GOD our governor,* 
  how exalted is your name in all the world! 

 Out of the mouths of infants and children* 
  your majesty is praised above the heavens. 

 You have set up a stronghold against our adversaries,* 
  to quell the enemy and the avenger. 



 

 

 

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers*, 
  the moon and the stars you have set in their courses. 

 Who are we that you should be mindful of us?* 
  Who are we that you should seek us out? 

 You have made us but little lower than the angels;* 
  you adorn us with glory and honour. 

 You give us mastery over the works of your hands;* 
  you put all things under our feet. 

 All sheep and oxen,* 
  even the wild beasts of the field. 

 The birds of the air, the fish of the sea,* 
  and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea. 

 O God our governor*, 
  how exalted is your name in all the world. 

 Glory to God, Source of all being, eternal Word and Holy Spirit 
  as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Psalm 138 Confitebor tibi 

 

I WILL give thanks to you, O God, with my whole heart;*  

before the gods I will sing your praise. 

I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name,* 

  because of your love and faith-fulness 

For you have glo-rified your name* 

and your word a-bove all things. 

When I called, you answered me;* 

you increased my strength with-in me. 



 

 

All who reign on earth will praise you, O God,* 

  when they have heard the words of your mouth. 

 They will sing of your ways,* 

  your glory, O God, is great. 

 Though you are high, you care for the lowly;* 

  you perceive the haughty from a-far. 

 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;* 

  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies 

  your right hand shall save me. 

You will make good your pur-pose for me;* 

  O God, your love endures for ever; 

  do not abandon the works of your hands. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son,* 
 and to the Ho-ly Spirit. 
As it was in beginning is now and ever shall be;* 
 world without end. A--men. 

 
 
 
READING  
As they were gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is going to 

be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and on the third day he will be 
raised.” And they were greatly distressed. 

 
When they reached Capernaum, the collectors of the temple tax came to Peter and 

said, “Does your teacher not pay the temple tax?” He said, “Yes, he does.” And 
when he came home, Jesus spoke of it first, asking, “What do you think, Simon? 

From whom do kings of the earth take toll or tribute? From their children or from 
others?” When Peter said, “From others,” Jesus said to him, “Then the children are 

free. However, so that we do not give offense to them, go to the sea and cast a 
hook; take the first fish that comes up; and when you open its mouth, you will find a 

coin; take that and give it to them for you and me.” 
 

Matthew 17: 22-27 



RESPONSORY (small notes denote cantor, large denote all) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MEDITATIVE PRAYER 

 
We will lay us down in peace and take our rest. 

For it is you, Lord, only that makes us dwell in safety. 

 

Abide with us, O Lord, 
for it is toward evening and the day is far spent. 

 

As watchmen look for the morning, 
so do we look for you, O Christ. 

 

Come with the dawning of the day 
and make yourself known in the breaking of the bread. 

 



CANTICLE OF SIMEON 
 

 
 

LORD, NOW you let your servant go in peace;* 
your word has been fulfilled. 

My own eyes have seen the salvation * 
which you have prepared in the sight of ev’ry people; 

A light to reveal you to the nations * 
and the glory of your people Israel. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. A-men. 

 
THE LITANY 
Refrain (All sing the Refrain after the introduction and between each intercession). 
 

 
 
Let us pray to our redeemer who suffered for us on the cross, 
was buried, and rose from the dead 
 
REFRAIN 
 
Bring healing and wholeness to peoples and nations, 
especially those torn apart by hatred and strife. 
 
REFRAIN 
 
Look in mercy on all who suffer, 
and hear those who cry out in pain and de-so-lation 
 
REFRAIN 
 
Be gracious to your church, 
heal our divisions and strengthen us in our mission 
 
REFRAIN 
 

 



THE COLLECT 
 
Holy God, 
who endowed Hugh of Lincoln 
with boldness before sovereigns 
and humility in serving his flock, 
grant that we also, rejoicing in your mercy 
and fearing nothing but the loss of you, 
may be bold to speak the truth in love; 
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  
 
Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Confident in hope, let us gather our prayers and praises into one, 
and pray as our Saviour taught us, 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and forever. Amen. 

 
HYMN O Brightness of the immortal Father’s face 
TEXT: Greek, 3rd c. Para. Of O Gracious Light 
MUSIC: Gerald Near (b. 1942). EVENING HYMN 

 



 
AT THE CONCLUSION 

 
 

The Lord be with you: 
and with your spirit. 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 

NEXT WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2021 
 
 

A SERVICE OF EVENING PRAYER 
FERIA 

 
With the Dean, Taylor Webb, Patrick Wall and Michael Bloss 

 
 

Music and Hymn Texts reprinted as well as podcast rights covered under OneLicense.net A-
707055.  


