
The Indigenous Church – the ‘Word made Flesh’  
Mark 13 
Rev. Sharon Smith 
 
Introduction:  
 
Any religion that imposes its ways on culture, needs to be questioned.  
 
I am grateful for Dr. Ray Aldred at Vancouver School of Theology and for Archbishop Mark 
Macdonald, national Indigenous archbishop of the Anglican Church of Canada, who introduced 
me to the nuanced idea of ‘inculturation’.  

At its most basic level, inculturation is understood as the “Word becoming flesh” in and through 
the life of the local Christian community—the Word becomes living and real in a particular 
context, a particular people and a particular place.  

Inculturation recognizes that in every culture there are life-giving elements that are a gift from 
God. The gospel celebrates these, affirming and strengthening their presence in Christian 
identity. 

And… 

The other side of inculturation is the challenge that the gospel brings to local cultures. Though 
the gospel affirms aspects of culture, it confronts others. For example, local traditions of 
hospitality might be adopted into the life of a Christian community; local prejudice may be 
confronted. 

(From Mark Macdonald: https://www.anglicanjournal.com/inculturation/) 

 

In today’s gospel we see Jesus leaving the Temple and positioning himself differently.   

It is easy to gloss over these contextual messages if it were not for scholars like Chad Meyers 
who highlight for us their significance in the narrative. 
 
In a careful read of Mark’s gospel, we see chapter 11 and 12, Jesus and the disciples visiting the 
temple regularly, each time staying longer and each time conflicting with the ruling authorities 
a little more. 
 
And now in chapter 13 they leaves the temple for good and Jesus sits in opposition to it. 
 
This is, according to Meyers, an act of rejection – Jesus  rejects the socio-symbolic order of first 
century religion. He repudiates the temple state. A system that had become exploitative of 



foreigners, the poor, those with no social standing – widows, those with disabilities and 
incurable illness.  
 
The Teachers of the Hebrew Bible at this time, taught rules and structure that were imposed on 
the peasant class – whose daily life was already difficult.  
 
Any religion that imposes its ways on culture, needs to be questioned.  
 
 
Listen to how Archbishop Mark Macdonald writes about it:  
 
“Since the missionaries arrived, there has been a disciplined and dedicated attempt to make 
Indigenous churches look, act and feel like their non-Indigenous counterparts. We can say, once 
and for all, it was a failure. It isn’t that Indigenous congregations don’t have the means or 
capacity to mimic their counterparts. From the beginning and for the most part, Indigenous 
Christians realized that to be faithful to God and serve their communities they had to allow the 
Word to become flesh in their midst in an Indigenous way and to make a culturally relevant and 
community-based witness to the gospel. 

Today, one of the important ways that people may witness Indigenous self-determination is in 
the growing enthusiasm among Indigenous Christians to see the gospel firmly planted in their 
own culture and context.” 

 

Today we celebrate the Self-Determining Indigenous Church in Canada. We walk with them and 
we learn from them. 

- Their practice of the Sacred Circle, teaches us to gather, to take time to listen to 
everyone present in the room. 

- Their practice of Gospel Based Discipleship teaches us that ministry needs to be a circle 
of practice – clergy, elders and lay ministers learning and working together; as an 
alternative to a fully paid individual priest doing all the work for a congregation.  

- Their tenacity in striving for self determination 

In 1969, the Anglican church ended a century of running residential schools. It also committed 
to a new relationship with Indigenous peoples, for a partnership based on solidarity, equality 
and mutual respect. 

For 50 years Indigenous staff have worked at the Anglican Church of Canada’s national office.  

The indigenous council has found its voice and strength, and become the Anglican Council of 
Indigenous Peoples. Since 1989, fourteen Indigenous bishops have been elected; 10 First 
Nations, 3 Inuk and two Métis.  



Since the year 2000, five national Sacred Circles have been held with a focus on healing, moving 
toward self – determination, finding and sharing the Indigenous voice and developing a true 
partnership with the Anglican Church of Canada. 

I encourage you to read the full story in a document we have made available on the St 
Catherine’s website called ‘our story of self determination’.  

https://www.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/our-story-of-self-determination-SINGLE.pdf 

 

Such Tenacity we can certainly learn from in these times. 

In the Eucharistic Prayer today – you will hear the names of Saints, some might be new to us, I 
will name just three here in closing:  

- Enmegahbowh (En-meh-GAH-boe) – the only child of the chief of an Ojibwe Band on 
Rice Lake near Peterborough, Canada – became the First Episcopal Indigenous Priest.  

- David Oakerhater (O-kuh-ha-tuh) – Deacon/Doctor between 1847 and 1931, a Cheyenne 
warrior and spiritual leader. He later became an artist and Episcopal deacon.  

- Kateri Tekakwitha (pronounced [ˈɡaderi deɡaˈɡwita)  - a Catholic Saint informally known 
as Lily of the Mohawks. Upon her death at the age of 24, witnesses said that her scars 
vanished minutes later, and her face appeared radiant and beautiful. Known for her 
virtue of chastity and her dedication to God in the face of persecution, she is the fourth 
Indigenous American to be venerated in the Catholic Church and the first to be 
canonized. 

We give thanks for their lives and witness of courage among us. 

Amen. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


