
November   2,   2021   
  
  

Hello   Runnymede   Church   Family,   
  

It   has   been   an   eventful   three   months   since   I   began   in   the   interim   position   here!    I   wanted   to   say   thank   you   to   all   
those   who   have   encouraged   me   and   welcomed   Loreli   and   I   to   Runnymede.    I   am   convinced   that   God’s   Spirit   is   
at   work   here   to   heal   and   to   guide   this   congregation.     
  

We   are   thankful   for   the   beautiful   Fall   weather   we’ve   had   for   the   majority   of   our   outdoor   services.    As   the   
weather   grows   colder,   one   of   the   many   practical   considerations   the   Management   Team   have   recently   had   to   
consider   (with   input   from   the   Staff   and   Leadership   Team)   is   our   best   practices   for   worshipping   indoors.    Curtis   
Ching   has   led   the   MT   in   the   development   of   our   COVID   procedures   document   and   the   MT   has   considered   
many   difficult   questions   that   arise   from   both   the   health   unit’s   guidelines   and   the   wider   diversity   of   perceptions   
in   the   community.   
  

As   you   can   imagine,   these   questions   are   not   simple   nor   are   the   wide   array   of   responses   that   other   churches   
have   taken.    We   have   a   duty   of   care   for   those   who   are   present   in   our   building   as   well   as   an   obligation   to   
provide   a   safe   environment   for   our   staff.    No   decision   is   perfect   when   considering   lowering   transmission   risk   
and   also   maintaining   access   to   in-person   worship.    Each   decision   has   repercussions   and   the   possibility   of   
alienating   some   who   feel   differently.    While   we   are   never   unanimous   in   opinion,   we   have   the   possibility   of   unity   
in   the   Spirit.   
  

Most   recently,   the   Ontario   government   gave   churches   the   option   of   re-opening   at   full   capacity    provided   they   
require   those   12   years   and   older   to   be   fully   vaccinated    (children   under   12   may   attend   unvaccinated).    The   
Staff,   MT   and   LT   are   implementing   this   option   to   provide   the    lowest   level   of   risk    to   RCC   folks   who   will   join   us   
for   worship   inside   the   building   (beginning   Sunday,   November   7th).    We   will   continue   to   wear   masks,   even   when   
singing,   and   to   physically   distance   between   families   in   the   pews.    God   willing,   this   will   be   a   short   season   of   
vaccine   requirements   until   mid-January   when   an   easing   of   health   regulations   is   expected.   
  

For   those   in   RCC   who   are   not   vaccinated,   we   will   continue   to   provide   an   online   worship   experience   as   we   
transition   indoors.    Our   hope   is   to   stream   the   live   service   Sunday   morning   (a   recording   of   which   would   also   be   
accessible   at   any   time   afterward).    Many   small   group   experiences   will   remain   online   or   use   a   hybrid   of   
online/in-person   to   maximize   accessibility.     
  

If   you   have   questions   or   concerns   regarding   this   decision,   please   reach   out   to   one   of   the   Pastoral   Staff,   or   to   
Sarah   Milford-Warren   or   Curtis   Ching   (MT   Chair   and   Co-Chair).   
  

May   God   continue   to   protect   and   guide   us   as   we   look   to   the   end   of   2021,   
  

  
Pastor   J-M   
  
  
  


