
SOVEREIGN SERMON SERIES |  SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21ST, 2021

CONNECTION:
● This week we are looking at the plagues in Exodus. What in nature are

you fond of and what are you fearful of?

PRAISE:
● Where have you experienced God’s goodness and sovereignty in your life this week?

SCRIPTURE:
● Exodus 7-10

CONVERSATIONS:
● Read Exodus 7:1 - 5.  God tells Moses that He is going to harden Pharaoh’s heart so

that Egypt will know that He alone is God.  The gods of Egypt were considered
powerful by the Egyptians in their day.  In our day, our culture holds on to many ‘gods’
too � wealthy, beauty, sex, fame, power, education, experiences and rights.

○ Syncretism is the mashing together of belief in multiple gods to create a
belief system that takes the form of a designer belief system.  In what area(s)
do Christians (either individually or in the west) sometimes end up mashing
together their belief in God with the ‘gods’ of our culture?

○ The things that our culture considers valuable � wealthy, beauty, sex, fame,
etc. are important in our world.  They do have an influence over our lives.  If
we want to worship God alone, how should we think about these other ‘gods’
of our culture?

● Read Exodus 10:1 - 2.  In this verse God gives another reason why He hardened
Pharaoh’s heart � that we might tell our children and grandchildren that He is the
Lord.

○ If you grew up in a Christian home, what did your parents do well to help you
know that God alone was who we are to worship?  What did they do that
might not have worked as well?

○ Regardless of whether you grew up in a Christian home or not, what are some
of the best ways to teach the next generation to know that God alone is to be
worshipped?

● In the story of these first nine plagues God toys with Pharaoh like a cat toys with a
mouse that it has caught.  God sends punishing plagues on Pharaoh and the land of
Egypt but keeps hardening Pharaoh’s heart so that he won’t repent.

○ Does that seem fair to you?  Why or why not?
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○ Read Romans 9:14 - 18.  How does the Apostle Paul explain the
hardening of Pharaoh’s heart?

○ Read Romans 9:19 - 21.
■ Notice in v. 19 that Paul explains that Pharaoh is still culpable for his

rebellion.  How should we think of this tension within the Bible � God
hardens Pharaoh’s heart and yet Pharaoh is still guilty in God’s sight?

■ What are the implications of this when we think of God’s sovereignty
and praying?  Or God’s sovereignty and evangelism?

■ Understanding everything about the sovereignty of God can be
mind-blowing.  However, it is what the Scriptures teach.  If we fail to
believe in the sovereignty of God, what are the implications of that for
our faith and for understanding who God is?  If God is not sovereign,
what are the implications of that for our prayers?  For our evangelism?

○ Read Romans 9:22 - 23.
■ What does this teach us about the sovereignty of God when it comes

to our lives?
■ In light of this verse, what kind of response(s) should we have to the

sovereignty of God in our lives and in this world?

PRACTICE:
● This week, find one way to share with the next generation that the LORD is God.
● Examine one place in your life where you are practicing syncretism.  How will you

separate true worship of God from any illegitimate worship of the gods of this world.
● Consider carefully what it means to live in the tension of the sovereignty of God in

your life and the reality that you are responsible before God for your actions.

PRAYER:

● PRAY for all those in our province who have been adversely affected by the flooding.
● PRAY for protection for those in our city who have no homes.
● PRAY that we would continue to support and encourage one another in community.
● PRAY that as we approach Advent, hearts would be drawn to Jesus.
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